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WEEKLY 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


: THE 90 Minute War against the Israelis in Christchurch will mean 
nothing compared with the final battle between the Winfield Soc- 
‘ ceroos and New Zealand at Athletic Park Wellington today. 


A place in the Olympic Games final series 


HODGSON HOT 
FOR AUSTRALIA 


ONE continental club’s financial woes could 
be a West End National League club’s gain if 
dashing English striker David Hodgson 
should bob up in Australia this season. 

The former Liverpool and England under-21 for- 
ward made a recent move from Norwich to the Spanish 
League but the deal was turned sour for him. 

According to reports from friends in the UK, the 
club Hodgson joined is in serious financial strife and 
has failed to honour the Englishman's contract. 

The understanding is that the situation has made 
Hodgson a free agent. He has let it be known that 
instead of returning to the UK, he would love to hve a 
crack at resuming his career in Australia. 

One UK contact told ASW that Hodgson was keen 
to quit Spain as soon as possible, and was aware that 


In 


the Australian season had only recently got underway. 
He had been talking with sources in England in an 
___ attempt to open dialogue with Australian clubs. 
, The speedy striker, who started his career with 
__ Middlesbrough before moving to Liverpool for almost 
$1.2 million, had a reputation in his native north-east 
as a real personality player. 
____With the great Ian Rush commanding centre-stage 
on Merseyside, Hodgson was snapped up by Sunder- 
_ land and later transferred to Norwich where he hit a 
goalscoring purple patch that attracted the attention 
Continental scouts. 
a A natural speedster, Hodgson could prove a sensa- 
tion for any Australian club who takes the initiative to 
_ liberate him from Spain. Interested clubs can pursue 
__ the matter through ASW. 
_[Two more players, just relased by Everton and 
iverpool, are available. See inside for details). 
— NEIL JAMESON 


Seoul in September is 
right on the cards, pro- 
vided that Frank Arok’s 
side can continue the 
change that has seen 
them secure seven points 
out of eight to date. 

New Zealand coach 
Kevin Fallon says Aus- 
tralia will have to crawl 
over glass to win. 

Gary McDowall’s loss 
of temper and resultant 
suspension now means a 
change to the Australian 
defence. 

Arok used Paul Wade 
for a specialist marking 
role against Israel in Syd- 
ney. He could well make 
him the stopper on whom 
so much will depend. 

The lesser internatio- 
nal experience of Alex 
Tobin, Andy Koczka and 
Alan Hunter _ stands 
against their inclusion. 

Meanwhile Australian 

Olympic Games Federa- 
tion chairman and IOF 
member Kevan Gosper’s 
outburst over the McDo- 
wall incident is surely the: 
product of a sudden deci- 
sion to comment. 
Gosper, brought up in 
Newcastle, must well 
know that violence by a 
Soccer player is unusual 
and normally amounts to 
a sudden outburst only. 


Turn to page 


for more deta 
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BY GREG BLAKE 
BRUNSWICK Juven- 
tus coach Len 
McKendry is in no 
danger of losing his 


job. 
Despite 10 days of 
Press speculation that 


Peter Ollerton had been 
set to replace McKendry, 
the club says its coach of 
the past two seasons is 
safe. 

“Of course we're not 
happy when we lose but 
all this rubbish in the 
press isn’t helping any- 
thing,” angry team man- 


ager Joe Caruso told me. 

“The whole business 
was discussed at a general 
meeting last week and 
the club made an official 
statement. 

“Are we going to have 
to put up with this after 
every game we lose from 
now on?” 

Peter Ollerton, sacked 
early this year as coach of 
Melbourne Croatia, has 
confirmed he was unoffi- 
cially approached about 
the job. 

“All I know is that a 


guy who called himself 
Rocky phoned me last 


Monday week and spoke 
to me about a job without 
ever naming the club he 
represented,” Ollerton 
told ASW. 

“I told him straight 
that I wasn't available for 


_McKendry safe ie Ollerton contacted 


thing more than what 
happened that night and 
it doesn’t really concern 
me. If it happens it hap- 
pens,” 

Rumours of a split in 
the committee and gene- 


the moment and that I'd ral dissention in the 
want to know a lot more 
about the job before I This story is 
considered it. continued on 
“I don’t know any- Page 19> 
OLYMPIC GAMES QUALIFYING TABLES 
PW OD 
Australia Ce aba | 
Israel 42 1 
New Zealand 43250: 
4 0 0 


Chinese Taipei 


Shaun Parton at the helm... 


Sunshine GC in big revival 


THE visit of Sunshine George Cross to Mid- 
‘dle Park in round six of the NSL this season 
brought home a few home truths to the 


doubters. 


The decisive 4-1 win by 
unfashionable George 
Cross against previously 
unbeaten South Mel- 
bourne Hellas didn’t just 
prove the Greek giants 
vulnerability. 

It showed, at least to a 
considerably cynical 
media, that the threat of 
the formerly struggling 
western suburbs outfit 
was a genuine one. 


Sunshine George 


WINFIELD SOCCEROO 
APPEARANCES 


Cross, undefeated in four 
games, back in town and 
led by one of the biggest, 
toughest son-of-a-guns in 
the shape of Shaun 
Parton. 

Parton, if you didn’t 
know it already, is 
Georgie’s newest 
per, following the retire- 
ment of long-serving Jeff 
Faulkner some weeks 
ago. 

Now I’ve got to be hon- 


(at March 13, 1988) 


‘Be Non 


Internat Internat Internat TOTAL 


ionals _ionals 


JEFF OLVER 16 
WALLY SAVOR 1 
ALAN DAVIDSON 33 
CHARLIE YANKOS 27 
GARY McDOWALL " 
PAUL WADE 14 
OSCAR CRINO 18 
JIM PATIKAS 7 
FRANK FARINA 18 
GRAHAM ARNOLD 15 
JOHN KOSMINA 55 
MIKE GIBSON 3 
ALEX TOBIN 

ANDY KOCKA 


1 
ALAN HUNTER 5 
TOM McCULLOCH 3 
MIKE PETERSEN 3 
SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 2 
DAVID MITCHELL 20 
GRAHAM JENNINGS 27 
a 
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CASH PAID 


FOR 


“o SCRAP METAL 


@ BATTERIES $2 EACH 
@ ALUMINIUM CANS 90c a kilo 


@ COPPER 
@ BRASS 


MON-FRI 7am-5pm 
SAT 9am-ipm 


@ ALUMINIUM _ @ STAINLESS STEEL 
AUSSCRAP 


2B Gladstone Street, NEWTOWN. 519 5241 


skip- . 


est here and say that until 
this season I'd never 
rated Parton too highly. 

Rugged and tough 
perhaps, a good team 
man but awkward and 
sometimes more a liabil- 
ity than an asset to his 
team as his over-zealous 
efforts led inevitably to 
trouble with referees and 
ultimately suspensions. 

But 1988 has shed a 
new spotlight on Parton, 
both as captain and as the 
leader of a team on the 
move. 

He’s leading by exam- 
ple and his disciplined 
on-field displays have 
been a marked contrast 
from what we’ve come to 
expect from the former 
Footscray JUST, Mel- 


bourne Croatia and 
Frankston City  de- 
fender. 


“There had to be a bit 
of a change because we 
knew the referees would 
be cracking down this 
year,”’ says the amiable 
new Georgie skipper. 

“T've already missed a 
game this season through 
suspension but the fact is 
that if the club is to do 
well we can’t afford to 
lose players too often.” 

Parton says the cap- 
taincy hasn’t brought 
about a concious change 
in his attitudes. 

Stints as acting captain 
and vice-captain in re- 
cent times had prepared 
him for the role. 

“I don’t think it has 
affected the way I’ve 
approached the game — 
at least I can’t see any 
difference,” he says. 

Regardless, _ Parton’s 
performances this season 
have surprised many 
people. 

Like his team he has 
gone from a player strug- 
gling to reach his poten- 
tial to a man at the fore- 
front of an apparent revi- 
val against the odds, 

Pint-sized South Mel- 
bourne Hellas ace Peter 
Tsolakis was in the Hellas 
team carved up by the re- 
juvenated George Cross 
team at Middle Park on 
that fateful Sunday in 
March. 


Tsolakis has played 


against Parton often 
enough to know what to 
expect from the big man 
and he believes the new 
man at the helm of 
George Cross is the cor- 
rect choice for the job. 

“He’s certainly one of 
the toughest defenders to 
beat in the league,” 
Tsolakis says of Parton. 

“I think he’s a worthy 
captain because on the 
park he shows great 
leadership qualities and 
he has the style of game 
which would spur people 
on 


“He's the type of 

player who leads by 

example.” 
Attention 


Indeed Parton has led 
by shining example in re- 
cent weeks as his team 
has charged into the top 
five to make a few critics, 
including this one, sit up 
and take notice. 

And to a certain extent 
those critics are one of 
the reasons Parton and 
his team-mates have 
strived for success 
against the odds. 

“Yes, to a certain ex- 
tent we are trying to 
prove people wrong,” he 
admitted. 

“You know how it is, 
we get tagged as the 
‘perennial underdogs’ 
etc when, in reality, we 
have quite a good team. 

“You look at the quali- 
ty of players like Clark, 
Markoyski and Marko- 
vac and I think we have a 
good team. 

“So we go out to prove 
the critics wrong but even 
then it’s hard to shake off 
the image. 

“Even when we play 
well they say we just 
struggled home.” 

Parton does concede 
that there was little or no 
reason for the scribes to 
think otherwise about 
Sunshine George Cross 
in 1988 after a first-up 6-0 
loss against Marconi. 

The predictions about 
certain relegation, at that 
time, looked like coming 
horribly true. 

“T remember coming 
back after the Marconi 
game and even we were 


(e{e) 
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1987 CLUB CHAMPIONS 


& 


NSW PREMIER CLUB 


The above club urgently requires players for their current oe 
Under 15s Metropolitan and State Championship winning team. 

This team is the only side from any club within the NSW Youth 
League that in 1987 notched up both the Metropolitan and State titles. 

A very limited number of positions are also available for the Club’s 
Under 13s, Under 14s and Under 17s squads. 

Please direct all enquiries to: 


MR TONY RACITI 


y 
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joking amongst 
ourselves about being a 
‘pub’ team,” Parton con- 
fided. 

“But then the follow- 
ing week at Sydney 
Croatia we were a bit stiff 
to lose and then beating 
Apia was a great result. 

“When we did that we 
knew we could do some- 
thing this year and by 
following that up with a 
win in Brisbane, where 
lots of teams go away and 
get thumped, our confi- 
dence was boosted even 
further. 

“Don’t get me wrong, 
because John Gardiner 
doesn’t let anyone get 
over-confident, but 
when you start winning 
the whole atmosphere at 
training becomes so 
different.” 


Media blues 


Gardiner himself 
hasn’t been too kind ab- 
out the media — and for 
good reason. 

After the South Mel- 
bourne Hellas win 
Gardiner made it clear he 
was certain the media, 
earlier so critical of his 
team’s chances of survi- 
val in 1988, would now 
start to jump on the band- 
wagon. 


For that reason, he 
said at the time, he didn’t 
worry about what the 
media had to say and that 
he was only interested in 


what his players were 
doing. 

Parton is far more 
forgiving. 

“Tt’s to be expected,” 
he told ASW. 

But did he find it 
annoying that scribes 


such as this humble cor- 
respondent were all of a 
sudden seeking out inter- 
views just like this one. 
“Everyone wants to be 
associated with winners 
because that’s what the 
game is about,” he says. 


“George Cross is win- 
ning at the moment and 
because of that hopefully 
more and more people 
will be coming to watch 
us. 
“Even players are hap- 
py to be where they are 
winning.” 

Birmingham-born 
Parton has been in Aus- 
tralia since the age of 
eight and has come up 
through the ranks at 
Dandenong City and 
then Frankston City. 


After senior stints at 
JUST and Melbourne 
Croatia, now feels he has 
found quite a comfort- 
able ‘home’ amonst the 
Maltese community at 
George Cross in his three 
years at the club. 


In those three seasons 
both he and the team 
have seen each other 
through the contrasting 
emotions only competa- 
tive sport can inspire. 


Close go 


From the heights of a 
place in the top five (mis- 
sing top place by just a 
point) two years ago to last 
season when the fate of 
George Cross as an NSL 
team hung in the balance 
for many weeks. 

Only the deduction of 
two points from Heidel- 


Tm 
Sunshine George Cross skipper Shaun Parton 


berg for their part in the 
‘Scott Fraser affair’ saved 
the Chaplin Reserve 
club. 

But it was that season 
of desperate trouble that 
Parton belives could 
have been a catalyst in 
the new-found form of 
early 1988. 

“Last year was a great 
disappointment but we 
avoided relegation and 
we did go undefeated for 
the last half of the year,” 
he explained. 

“In that time we be- 
came a fairly close-knit 
bunch and maybe much 
of it was to do with that 
relegation battle. 

“T know from experi- 
ence the types of trouble 
they can have at some 


two defeats, they call | 
coaches and players to 
sacked. 

“At George Cross 1 
supporters get upset t 
there is never any talk 
sackings. 

“They show faith 
coach and players and 
seems to generate t 
close-knit, family type 
atmosphere.” 

Personally, for Part 
and his girlfriend of 
years Debbie Wigg, | 
year 1988 is coming 
roses. 

And for Parton’s te 
things couldn’t be | 
much better right now. 

Snap ... crunch . 
gulp... munch... th 
Mr Parton and his te 
mates, is one critic eat 


clubs where, after one or his words. 
AUSTRALIAN 
D 
\ 
weexir 


P.O. BOX 406 BROADWAY NSW 2007 

Tel: (02) 660 2033 * FAX: (02) 692 0649 

* TELEX: AA22141 

Published every Wednesday by Foreign Language 
Publications Pty. Ltd. 

(Acompany incorporated in New South Wales) 

1-9 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe NSW 2037. 


DISTRIBUTION: 
NSW/ACT: Mirror Australian Telegraph 
Publications, 2 Holt St, Sydney 2010. Tel (02) 
288 3000. VICTORIA: Southdown Press, 32 Walsh 
St, West Melbourne 3003, Tel (03) 320 7000. 
QUEENSLAND: Queensland Newspapers, 
Campbell St, Bowen Hills 4006. Tel: (07) 252 6011. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: The News, 112/116 North 
Terrace, Adelaide 5000. Tel (08) 51 0351. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: West Australian 
Newspapers Ltd, 125 St George Terrace, Perth 
6000. Tel (09) 321 0161. 


EDITOR: Keith Gilmour 
ASSISTANT TO THE EDITOR: 

Frank Coletta 
ADVERTISING: 


Sydney: John Economos (02) 660 2033 Melbourne: 
George Katsakis (03) 416 1255. 
VICTORIAN OFFICE: 72 Smith St, Collingwood, 
3006. 
Telephone: (03) 416 1255 
FAX: (03) 419 2870 

“Recommended and maximum price only. 
All material appearing in Australian Soccer 
Weekly is copyright and reproduction in any form 
whatsoever is expressly forbidden without the 
written permission of the publisher. 
The publisher accepts no responsibility for 
unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or 
photographic material. 


—Deadline for contributions, articles 
and advertising is Friday morning of 
the WEEK PRIOR to issue date. 
Terms and conditions are as set out 
on the current Rate Card. 


LIVERPOOL’s golden 


rpool’s slip up 


chance to shatter 


Leeds’ sequence of 29 unbeaten English first 
division games went down the tube at 
Goodison Park on Sunday. 

There was a special touch of nostalgia for Everton 
striker Wayne Clarke, the game’s only scorer. 

Another of the famous footballing Clarke brothers, 
Allan, was in the 1973/74 Leeds side that set the record 


that still remains. 


Liverpool became frustrated in the second half 
although they fashioned out the only two real chances. 

Neweastle product Craig Johnston had his chance 
for glory, but Neville Southall managed to save, whilst 
Peter Beardsley beat the defence only to shoot past the 


upright. 


Liverpool skipper Alan Hansen said: ‘That's the 
best we have gone against Everton this year but we 


Jost. 


“Our priority is the first division championship and 
I’m more than sick at losing these points than the re- 


cord.” 


Meanwhile Celtic came to Ibrox Park and went 
away with a 2-1 win over Rangers before a 43,560 


attendance. 


The win puts them in the box seat for the Scottish 


title. 


Hermiston hits 
and then hopes 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


AN own goal in his first official comeback game 
has failed to dampen the enthusiasm of Ipswich 
player-coach Jim Hermiston. 


The 40-year-old former 
NSL player of the year cost 
his new side a certain draw in 
the opening round of XXXX 
League fixtures when he 
scored an own goal seven mi- 
nutes from time to give 
Rochedale a 1-0 victory. 
Hermiston chipped his own 
keeper from 30m. 


“T hit a ball back to Paul 
(McClure, the United keep- 
er) and I guess I didn’t look 
properly and he was further 
out then I thought,” Her- 
miston said. “We didn’t get 
any points out of the game 
but the team showed a 
tremendous amount of com- 
mitment and I was very hap- 
py with their performance.” 

Hermiston has taken on 
the task of rebuilding the 
Ebbw Vale side after a four- 
year stint with coach Matt 
Carson ended with his move 
to Brisbane City this season. 
Hermiston has gone for 
youth and the majority of his 


Saints 
pull 
out 

ST GEORGE presi- 
dent Les  Bordacs 
yesterday con- 
firmed that  Sun- 


day’s Apia match at 
St George Stadium 
had_ been _post- 
poned. 

The move means that 
Sydney will depend on 
State League football 
alone at the weekend, as 
Sydney Croatia had 
already held over its 
game against Brunswick 
Juventus. 

Mr Bordacs said: “We 
tried to play, but two los- 
ses due to the absence of 
three players with the 
Olympic Games squad as 
well as our coach has 
_ been too much of a bur- 
den to bear. 

“We are considering 
transferring the game to 
next Wednesday March 
30,32 

__ The Saints’ lowly posi- 
ion means that all stops 
will be out in this top 
lash with Rale Rasic’s 


players are in their early 20's 
or younger. 

“There is so much enthu- 
siasm. I’m thoroughly en- 
joying it,” said Hermiston, 
who has not played for three 
years. 

Hermiston has made a 
real commitment to Ipswich 
United, and even took eight 
weeks of leave from his job 
as a policeman to concen- 
trate on getting his team off 
to a good start. He also has 
asked not to be considered 
for any representative 
games this season. 


“I want to put all my 
efforts into Ipswich United 
because I believe we have 
the players to do well,” he 
said. 


ROOS TOP TEAM — 
SAYS ISRAELIS _ 


Arok 


THE Winfield Soc- 
ceroos struggled 
gamely to hold on 
for a 0-0 draw with 
Israel in Christ- 
church on Sunday, 
but the alarm bells 


must be ringing 
loudly for coach 
Frank Arok. 

The valuable point 
gained further boosted 
Australia’s chances of 


qualifying for the Olym- 
pic Games qualifying 
tournament in Seoul in 
September — but there 
was a woeful lack of disci- 
pline about the Socceroo 
display. 

Israel, its chances of 
progressing to South 
Korea resting on hustling 
Australia out of its stride, 
took little time to begin 
utilising niggling tactics. 

The Australian team 
was subjected to elbows, 
wild tackling and spitting 
as the Israelis attempted 
to sucker an Aussie into 
retaliating. 

Such tactics were ob- 
vious. The Australians 
must have expected it. 
Sadly, however, a couple 
of the Socceroos were un- 
able to restrain them- 
selves for 90 minutes. 

When the game blew 
up in the second half, 
Oscar Crino dealt out a 
forearm smash to one of 
the Israelis, while Gary 
McDowall was sent off 
after Yaron  Parselani 
was stomped on the 
head. 

Such an action is inde- 
fensible — no matter the 
provocation. And that is 
what must be worrying 
Arok. 

Niggling tactics are 
part and parcel of the 
game at the highest level. 


TEAM 


BY JOE MARTON 


THE four senior Israeli reporters and one 
radio commentator covering the current 
Olympic Games qualifiers in Australia and 
New Zealand are unstinted in their praise of 


e DVORIN: 
Wade, Patikas 


© SAGI: Wade, Farina, 
Crino 


Crino, 


the Winfield Socceroos. 
The reporters are 
Yehoshua Sagi 
(Haaretz), Eitan Amit 
(Yedioth) Amir Peleg 
(Hadashot) .and Alex 


Perelsman (Maariv), with 
Daniel Dvorin the com- 
mentator of radio Kol 
Israel. 

It is interesting to 
know that Sagi, Amit and 
Dvorin have reported 
Soccer for over 20 years, 
and know every Austra- 
lian team since 1969 — 
their first game against 
Israel in the World Cup 
qualifying series. 

Without any doubt 
they all agree that the 
present Austrlaian team 
is far the best, better than 
ever the 1974 team that 
reached the World Cup 
finals in West Germany. 

When asked to select 
Australia’s three most 
impressive players their 
choices were: 


Continued Next Week 


teen eeeeer seer neces 


@ AMIT: Crino, Peter- 
son, Wade 


© PELEG: Farina, Cri- 
no, Wade 


@ PETELSMAN: Crino 
(the only choice) 


The Israeli reporters 
had lots of praise for the 
Australian players espe- 
cially Oscar Crino, Paul 
Wade and Frank Farina. 


Dvorin rates Crino as 
world class, and Austra- 
lia equal to the top half of 
European teams. 


The said that in Israel 
since 1985 everybody has 
a high respect for Austra- 
lia, and in this tourna- 
ment he was impressed 
with their commitment to 
play good Soccer. 


Peles os 


must restore disciplin 


BY IRWIN FLETCHER 


JOHN KOSMINA is restrained by referee George Sandoz and an Israel defender during the second 


The tension will be a lot 
higher in Seoul, or in Ita- 
ly in 1990 for that matter, 
than than on an autumn 
afternoon in Christ- 
church. 

Arok will no doubt lay 
down the law to his play- 
ers again — they must 
heed his words and heed 
them well. The one 
bright spot from the un- 
savoury 90 minutes was 
that Australia staved off 
defeat and matches such 
as this tend to do wonders 
for building up team 
spirit. 

Australia now finds it- 
self with seven points 
from four matches, while 
Israel has five points, 
New Zealand four and 
Chinese Taipei remains 
pointless. 

Victory over New Zea- 
land in Wellington this 
afternoon should be 
enough to clinch victory 
in the group. 

Arok, however, will be 
looking for more 
penetration from his 
much vaunted forward 
line. 


disturbance. 


They were far too easi- 
ly jostled out of their 
stride against the Israelis, 
failing to settle into a 
pattern. 

David Mitchell and 
Paul Wade both carved 
out chances in the first 


half, but squandered 
them. The rain-soaked 
pitch was extremely 


treacherous — but at in- 
ternational level you take 
your chances or pay the 
penalty. 

Two sendings off — 
McDowall and __ Israeli 
hard-man Avinoam Ova- 
nia — and six bookings 
later, the robust Israelis 


almost made Australia 
pay dearly for their 
Misses. 

The speedy Daniel 


Brialovsky broke away 
with six minutes remain- 
ing and should have 
scored, but shot wide. 

Had he netted, the en- 
tire complexion of the 
series would have been 
altered. 

In truth, the Israelis 
deserved no better than a 
draw — but then neither 


did Australia. 
The game, and the re- 
fereeing of Swiss official 
George Sandoz, will 
quickly be forgotten. 

Sadly, the mauling and 
the brawling a total of 68 
fouls, many senseless 
ones, will live on in the 
memories of millions of 
television viewers. 

The code did itself no 
favors in 90 minutes of 
mayhem. 

In the second match of 
the double-header at 
Queen Elizabeth II Sta- 


half 


dium, New Zealand kept 
alive its hopes by defeat- 
ing a doggedly deter- 
mined Chinese Taipei 
combination 2-0. 

In form forward Mike 
McGarry shot the All 
Whites ahead in the 27th 
minute, but the Asian na- 
tion refused to give in 
without a real fight. 

It was not until the final 
minute of the match that 
midfielder Paul Halford, 
always creative, grabbed 
a second and decisive 
strike. 


The Soccer War 
continued from 


the front page . 


Violence in Australian 
rules and the rugby codes 
so often amounts to com- 
plete mayhem. 

Gosper’s Olympic 
Games manager John 
Coates had congratuled 
the Socceroos or their 
fine record in Australia. 

Surely Mr Gosper has 
failed to see the wood for 
the trees. 

Elsewhere in this issue 


ASW reports the miser- 
able casualty list from 
one rugby league game 
last week end. 

It makes Soccer look 
like a Sunday school pic- 
nic so far as injuries and 
violence are concerned. 

Meanwhile the Olym- 
pic Games qualifiers con- 
tinue in. Wellington and 
Auckland, with Seoul the 
prize... 
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y GOLDEN OLDIES SOCCER FESTIVAL 


July 1989, Brighton, England 
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IN true ‘Roy of the 


Rovers’ style the 
dreams of a young 
man came true at 
Middle Park last 
Sunday. 


Kim Taliadoras, with 
just one league appear- 
ance as substitute to his 
name before the match, 
was the toast of South 
Melbourne Hellas by 
Sunday night. 

In a match that will 
long be remembered for 
its storybook ending, 
Taliadoras came on as a 
6lst minute substitute 
and suceeded in writing 
his name into the record 
books with a pair of 


match-winning goals 
against visiting Apia 
Leichhardt. 

The quietly spoken 


youngster scored with his 
first touch to pull Hellas 
back to 3-3. 

Some 18 seconds into 


injury 


time, with the 


ONAFNHAOENHOHENE 


4616. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 5 


Philips 2, D Stewart, 
Crowd: 2701. 


McLaren) ST GEORGE 
Reerve. Crowd: 2000. 


1800. 


FRANK FARINA 
HILTON PHILLIPS 
WARREN SPINK 
RUSSELL STEWART 
JAN GRAY 

GARY CLARK 
RANDELL EASTHORPE 
CHARLIE EGAN 

PETER MURPHY 
SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 
JOEPALATSIDES 

NICK MEREDITH 

PAUL TRIMBOL! 

MARK LENNON 

DON McLAREN 
ANGIEPOSTELOGLOU 


4 


WOLLONGONG CITY 1 (A Brazil) SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC 0 at Sydney Football Stadium. Crowd: 


BRISBANE LIONS 1 (R Stewart) BRUNSWICK 0 
at Richlands. Crowd: 1231. 

MARCONI 2 (I Gray, G Gomez) PRESTON 0 at 
Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 2418. 


ecoglou 2, P Trimboli) APIA-LEICHHARDT 4 (H 
G Ward) at Middle Park. 
SUNSHINE 4 (M Lennon, S Parton, 


FOOTSCRAY 2 (W Spink, K Murphy) ADELAIDE 
CITY 2 (S Maxwell 2) at Schintler Reserve. Crowd: 


Melbourne Croatia 


SouthMelbourne 


BY GREG BLAKE 
scores locked at an unbe- 
lievable 4-4 after a rivet- 
ing battle, Taliadoras 
scored a memorable win- 
ner and turned to run the 
length of the pitch as 
adoring South Melbou- 
re fans converged from 
all sides of the ground to 
salute a new hero. 

Nearly 3,000 suppor- 
ters stood in wonderment 
when the “final whistle 
blew on a game filled with 
drama and super en- 
tertainment. 

Rale Rasic, on the re- 
ceiving end of some cruel 
luck in Melbourne this 
year, was gracious in de- 
feat despite the 5-4 loss. 

Man of the hour Tali- 
sadoras couldn’t quite 
believe it and a full hour 
after the game he was 
beaming like the prover- 


bial Cheshire cat. 
“It’s great . . . it's just 
great,” Taliadoras  ex- 


claimed as the back-slap- 
ping and handshakes 
continued in earnest. 
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(K Taliodoros 2, A Post- 


G Clark, D 
14 (C Moffitt) at Chaplin 


Marconi 
Apia 
Footscray JUST 
BrisbaneLions 
Marconi 
Sunshine 
Wollongong 
Brunswick Juve 


StGeorge 
Brunswick 
Brisbane Lions 


Sunshine 
Sunshine 
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“TI suppose I was in the 
right place at the right 
time.” 

The lead changed five 
times, first Hellas and 
then Apia missed 
chances and all along the 


fans, enthralled by the 


unfolding drama, gave 
the match a five-star 
rating. 

Here’s how the goals 


came: 


2nd minute — Hellas 


takes the lead as 
Kalageros has a shot de- 
flected by a defender into 
the path of Wright and he 
squares for Trimboli to 
score. 


2ist minute An 
Apia free-kick from the 
left eludes three Hellas 


defenders and a miskick 


by Healy leaves Stewart 
an easy task to make it 1- 
1 


32nd minute — Post- 
ecoglou lays a shocking 
back pass into the path of 
Philips, who rounds 
Giantas for 2-1 to Apia. 

38th minute — Post- 
ecoglou makes amends at 
the other end when a shot 
from Tasios is mightily 
parried by Pezzano and 
the full back is on hand to 
pop home the rebound. 

48th minute — Philips 
scores the goal of the 
game from almost no- 
thing as he turns and 
rifles home a shot under 


pressure and from an 
acute angle. 

64th minute = 
Taliadoras, on the 


ground for just three mi- 
nutes, makes it 3-3 as he 


leaps high to loop home a 
header from Healy's 
cross. 


FF rd 
Wollongong City. Also in 


69th minute — De- 
Marigny is ruled to have 
tripped Postecoglou as 
he races into goal and re- 
feree Bambridge awards 
a penalty from which 
Postecoglou scores. 


82nd minute — Ward, 
in his first appearnce 
since last season, turns it 
into a day for the subs as 
he makes it 4-4 with a 
header from De Marig- 
ny’s corner. 


90th minute 
Opportunist Taliadoras 
makes it 5-4 and the roof 
nearly lifts off the Middle 
Park grandstand. 


a 


GEORGE CROSS STUNNER 


LAST WEEK the gremlins caused us to miss out 
on the report of the excellent Sunshine George 
Cross win over South Melbourne Hellas. Hum- 
ble apologies, and here is a shortened version of 
Greg Blake’s report. — Ed. 


————— BY GREG BLAKE ————— 


THE South Melbourne 
Hellas party ended for 
the moment, as an un- 
likely bunch from Mel- 
bourne’s western sub- 
urbs gate-crashed Mid- 
dle Park last week and 
left with a 4-1 win. 

The Sunshine George 
Cross boys revelled in the 
happy party atmosphere and 
showed scant respect for 
their opponent’s recent rep- 
utation.. 

With a display of lethal 
finishing, absolute disci- 
pline and a sense of occa- 
sion, they belted South Mel- 
bourne into submission and 
inflicted the Greek club's 
first defeat of the season. 

Setting aside their recent 
record against Hellas (three 
wins and a draw. in five 
clashes) coach John Gardin- 
er’s thorough planning for 
important games proved the 
ace card against a team 
which plays with such off- 
the-cuff abandon. 

Hellas, without playmak- 
er Wade in the middle, was 
mage to look second rate by 
a team of battlers, as Les 
Carter and Don McLaren 
ran riot. 

George Cross took a 29th 
minute lead , with the goal 
coming from a free-kick 
headed back home from the 
far post for 1-0. 

After the break Peter Tso- 
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lakis drifted a ball in from 
the right and Danny Wright 
laid it off brilliantly for hard 
running Steve Tasios, who 
crashed the shot home. 

But Georgie, led by Par- 
ton at the back, wasn’t to be 
denied an historic win. 


A raking 65th minute 
cross from the left by Mar- 
kovski was met perfectly by 
Gary Clark, who tucked a 
neat header past Con Giatas 
for 2-1. 


Inside three —_ minutes 
George Cross led 3-1, this 
time thanks to a moment of 
genius from Clark as he jink- 
ed and jostled past two de- 
fenders before leaving 
Robert Markovac with a 
shot which was parried by 
Giatas to where Lennon 
lunged to score his second 
goal. 

Into injury time, George 
Cross struck again, this time 
Lennon set up Clark for a 
shot hooked off the Hellas 
line to where John Campelj 
lurked and gratefully 
accepted the chance. 

MELBOURNE: 


. Crowd: 


Heading for glory. Sydney Olympic’s 


the photo are 
(No. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Glatas, Russell, Postecoglou, 
Healy, Blair, Kalogeros, Foster, 
Tasios (Fernandez 87), Trimboll, 


LAST week was not 
a good one for 
Brunswick Juventus 
coach Len McKendry 
and being beaten 1-0 
by Brisbane Lions at 
Richlands ensured 
the week ended as it 
started. 

A 2-0 loss to Apia 
Leichhardt the previous 
Sunday was followed by 
calls for | McKendry’s 
sacking. But a show of 
support from the Bruns- 
wick committee ended 
that speculation. And 
any unhappy club 
supporters who were 
hoping the defeat in Bris- 
bane would rekindle the 
embers are living in a 
false hope. 

With the Brunswick 
committee in Brisbane to 
meet their Queensland- 
based sponsors, “Re- 
frigerated Roadways”, 
they no doubt would 
have returned to Mel- 
bourne well aware, as 
was McKendry and his 
players, that the 
scoreline did not reflect 
the match. 

“There is a small group 
of troublemakers in the 
club who are quick to 
criticise but they do not 
understand some of the 
factors involved”, 
McKendry said. 

Lions could have been, 
and deserved to be, at 
least three goals ahead 
inside the first half hour. 

Just 14 seconds after 
the kick-off, a through- 
ball was misjudged by ex- 
perienced defender 
Brian Brown, a rare mis- 
take, and fell for the fast 


central defender George Ha' 
Ray Vlietstra (No.5), 
.4). Photo from Frank Saya. 


Jason Kearton 


was Lions 
savior 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


age, 


Wright, Michael (Talladoras 61). 


APIA: Pezzano, De Marigny, 


is, Brown, Butler, Ste- 


Reynold: 
wart (Ward 63), Watson, Tredin- 


breaking Lions _ striker 
Peter Dwyer. Dwyer out- 
sprinted the Brunswick 
defenders to get into a 
one-on-one with Juven- 
tus keeper Pat Marama, 
but in his haste to score, 
shot crookedly and into 
the side netting. 

Just two minutes later 
Dwyer had another 
chance with a close in 
header off a John Ogden 
corner, but glanced it 
wide. And then in the 
sixth minute a good move 
between Nick Meredith, 
Richard Bassing- 
thwaighte and Russell 
Stewart was finished off 
when Meredith took the 
final pass and fired a 
blistering shot just over 
the cross bar. 

Finally in the 19th mi- 
nute, Lions’ good work in 
the opening period was 
rewarded, and the build- 
up to the goal was typical 
of the flair and commit- 
ment the Brisbane side 


was displaying: 
After a series of passes 
through the midfield, 


Stewart played a glorious 
ball in behind Peter 
Lewis, who was more 
content with decking 
Nick Meredith than 
marking the overlapping 
Alan Niven. _ Niven 
attacked the byline then 
played a low, hard cross 
into the Brunswick box. 
The Juventus defen- 
ders, under an onslaught 
of -Lions attackers failed 
to clear and the ball bob- 
bled to the edge the box 
for the awaiting Stewart. 
He drove 
hard, but not surprisingly 
the ball was blocked by 
the wall of players across 


low and’ 


niotis wins this duel ag 
David Ratcliffe (No.6) 


and Tony LC 


nick, Zajml, McKinna, Phill 
Referee: Cc. Bam 


the goal line, with 
suggestion of a hat 
by a Brusnwick 
fender. 


But that issue be 
unimportant — when 
ball bounced back \ 
Stewart and he ma 
mistake with his s 
attempt. His po 
shot was deflectec 
the net, but unsto; 
in any case. 


The goal ce 
shook oft any 
which may have a 
the Brunswick | 
and it was only th 
liance — yet agait 
18-year-old 

oalkeeper Jason 
ton which kept th 
side in the lead 
break: 


Brunswick had 
of possession but 1 
field to do anythil 
it, Scott Patters« 
the most energe! 
eventually ran 
out of the game ¢ 
substituted. 


But to Lions’ 
they stuck to th 
and clung to t 
points. In defenc 
Mengotti, Lidde 
Alan Niven — 
having one of his | 
sons in years — 
way with a sto 
guard action. 


Lions’ coach 
Cutillas was plea 
the victory, _his 
second after foul 
losses, but ai 
pointed out there 
much work to be 


“T am a very 
ding coach and | 
er 100 percent 
“But overall tl 
very good resul 
Brunswick are 4 
enced team an 
the best in the 
Cutillas said. 


Brazilian exhibition from Alan 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS Pints for his Austra- 


ALAN BRAZIL, Wol- 
longong City’s 
value-for-money 

guest player, arrived 
back from England 
just 10 hours before 
kick-off, but in time 
to grab both League 


lian club. 


Almost single handed, 
Brazil engineered the 
Wolves’ 1-0 victory over 
Sydney Olympic at the 


Sydney Football 
Stadium. 
Wollongong’s  ‘Brazi- 


lian’ victory left them 


Turn again, Mirsad 


FOOTSCRAY coach 
Mirsad Fazlagic 
must rethink and 
forget about wast- 
ing Ken Murphy in 


the sweeper posi- 
tion. 
Fazlagic, concerned 


about his defence’s lack 
of pace from the start of 
the season, moved Mur- 
phy to the backline three 
matches ago and the for- 
mer Socceroo has gone 
through a mountain of 
work to justify his new 
position. But what be- 
came very apparent on 
Sunday is that Murphy’s 
contribution is being 
sorely missed in midfield. 

Adelaide was the bet- 
ter side territorially in the 
first half but Maxwell was 
unlucky when he robbed 
Murphy to break clear 
only to see his shot hit the 
post. 

Footscray depended 
on the hard running of 
Ernie Tapai to create its 
few chances. Tapai, who 
is slowly returning to the 


form that has made him a 
Soccero contender, did 
more work than anyone 
in his side and was re- 
warded by setting up the 
goal which put the home 
side in the lead in the 39th 
minute. 

His through pass found 
Warren Spink, who took 
on a defender and round- 
ed keeper Robert Zabica 
before slotting the ball 
into an empty net from a 
narrow angle. 

Adelaide City took 
only five minutes of the 
second half to level the 
score with a well worked 
goal. Brian Northcote 
switched the ball across 
the park to Paul Shil- 
labeer who hit a first time 
through ball for Steve 
Maxwell to run on to. 
The striker advanced to- 
wards the box and coolly 
placed his shot away from 
Zoran Nikitovic into the 
back of the net. 

Maxwell, Adelaide Ci-. 
ty’s best player, also got 
the second goal, this time 
running on to Sergio Mel- 
ta’s pass and hitting an 


Joint-leaders of the NSL 
with Marconi. 

The former Scottish in- 
ternational from Ipswich 
and Manchester United, 
showed just what full- 
time professionalism is 
all about. 


Despite his 29 years, 
‘Pele’ was two metres fas- 
ter to the ball, pre-read 


Fazlagic 


angled shot past Nikito- 
vic in the 65th minute. 


At that stage, Ade- 
laide City appeared to be 
coasting towards its 
second victory of the sea- 
son, but Tapai again con- 
tributed to turn the tide in 
the closing stages of the 
game. 

As the game dragged 
towards the dying stages, 
Murphy deserted his 
sweeper position to join 
the forwards and moved 
into the box to get on the 
end of a pass from substi- 
tute Zdravko Lujic, man- 
aging to swerve the ball 
out of Zabica’s reach 
with an outstretched 


1,800. Cautions: Shillabeer, Mit- 
rovskl, Mullen. 


Saints take right Cross 


SUNSHINE George Cross coach John Gardiner has plenty to be 
pleased about this week after his team added to its string of great 
results by downing St George 4-1 at Chaplin Reserve. 


The victory lifted the 
side to third spot on the 
West End NSL  stan- 
dings, but it is still too 
early to be rating the side 
as serious championship 
prospects. 

Sunshine’s tecord, 
scoring 15 goals and earn- 
ing nine points from a 
possible 10 in its last five 
games is admirable, but 
could be built on shaky 
foundations. 

Though the George 
Cross forwards are scor- 
__ing with ease, Gardiner 
has little depth in his 

squad to call upon as the 

inevitable injuries mount 
up during the season. 

But while the George 
Cross ship could face 
stormier waters ahead, it 
was plain sailing against 
St George, who must be 
Tegretting their decision 
to play the fixture in spite 
of being entitled to have 
it postponed due to the 
absence of three players 
on Socceroo duty 


Andy Koczka, Mike 
Gibson and Scott 
Ollerenshaw. 
Nevertheless, St 
George, also lacking 


coach Frank Arok, of 
course, were within strik- 
ing distance of taking a 
point from this game un- 
til the last 10 minutes 


goals you will see this sea- 
son were put away by the 
home team. 

Fresh from their 4-1 


bourne Hellas _last 
weekend, George Cross 
started confidently and 
drew first blood in the 
17th minute when striker 
Mark Lennon slammed a 
shot into the back of the 
net from the edge of the 
area. 

Only eight minutes 
later John Markovski 
curled a corner kick from 
the right side to the far 
post where big Shaun 
Parton was on hand to 
scramble the ball over the 
line putting the home 
team in the driver’s seat 
2-0 up. 

Undaunted by the task 
ahead of them, St George 
hit back almost instantly 
as Craig Moffitt weaved 
through the George 
Cross defence, executing 
a neat one-two before 
shooting past goalkeeper 
Sean Keogh to reduce the 
deficit to 2-1. 

Allan Pottier could 
have put the visitors back 
on level terms on the 
stroke of halftime but his 
shot lacked drive, and 
only a reflex. save by 
Keogh denied St 
George’s Kiwi striker, 
Kevin Hagan a goal when 
in the 74th minute from a 
fierce header. 

But then the home 
team shifted into top gear 
and that was the end of 
the game as far as St 
George was concerned. 

Don McLaren, 
George Cross’ best on 
the day, hooked a close 


range shot over the bar 
and minutes later Gary 
Clark broke through on 
the right only to be 
cynically brought down 
by goalkeeper George 
Bouhoutsos just outside 
the box. 

In the 80th minute 
Clark had his revenge, 
receiving the ball from 
Markovski — who had 
made a brilliant run on 
the left flank — beating 
his defender and then 
neatly side-stepping 
Bouhoutsos with a dum- 
my before tapping the 
ball into an empty net. 

George Cross _ fol- 
lowed one spectacular 
goal with another in the 
last minute of play when 
McLaren made amends 
for his earlier miss with a 
shot frm the edge of the 
box which curved away 
from the keeper and 
ricocheted in off the far 
post to make it 4-1. 

In the end another re- 
sounding victory to 
George Cross, which au- 
gurs well for a goal-feast 
this coming weekend 
when George Cross play 
host to a_ star-studded 
Wollongong Wolves 
lineup. 

SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS: 
Keogh, McLaren, Campelj, Wad- 
dell, Parton, Carter, Lennon, 
Marth, Markovac, Markovski, 
Clark. 

ST GEORGE: Bouhoutsos, 
Green, O'Connor, 
Grbevski 5 
O'Shea, Pottier (Fletcher 65th), 


Hagan, lic, Ricoy, Chol. 
Referee: Jim Fearn. Crowd: 


everything by seconds 
and created enormous 
gaps in the tight Olympic 
defence. 

Elegant movement, 
first-time balls, 360 de- 
gree vision, plus slotting 
himself on the back post 
in the 58th minute to 
score the solitary goal — 
Brazil ran the show. 

Playing upfront with 
new visa player, Paul 
Keyes (former Luton 
striker) Brazil wandered 
all over the pitch talking 
and ‘directing traffic’. 

He even went as far in 
the last 10 minutes, of 
dropping right back into 
the back-four to ‘lock-up’ 
the match by helping out 
with tackles as Sydney 
Olympic threatened to 
equalise. 

But Olympic only have 
themselves to blame. 

They should have 
wrapped up the match by 
halftime as they squan- 
dered three chances 
through poor finishing by 
Terry Patalis, Marshall 
Soper and Abbas Saad. 

Early in the first half, 
Wollongong’s new strik- 
er Keyes, busted through 
a flat-footed Olympic de- 
fence and into the clear 
after rounding goalkeep- 
er Gary Meier. With the 
target at his mercy, 
Olympic’s brilliant _left- 
back, Robbie Hooker, 


APIA’s Darren Stewart comes a 


cropper as South Melbourne’s Paul Foster 


dives in at Middle Park. Pic — Carmelo Bazzano. 


target. 

The 32nd minute saw 
Wollongong’s solid left- 
back Mike Hollifield hit a 
35 metre free-kick which 
Ticocheted off the Sydney 
Olympic defensive wail 
and cannoned onto the 


left post and out of 
danger. 
With the scoreboard 


goalless after 45 minutes, 
Brazil took full control. 
Nine minutes after 
“drinks”, midfielder Pat 
Brodnik raced into the 


onto Brazil's awaiting 
hungry boot just two 
metres out. ‘Pele’ easily 
hit the ball into the 
target. 


With two defenders 
breathing down Soper’s 
neck in the 66th minute, 
the fiery striker hit the 
right post with his hurried 
10 metre drive. 

Barrett and Saad tried 
to ‘fix’ Grant Lee for a 
shot at the target, but the 
latter’s effort was high 
over the crossbar. 


win. We had no fight and 
full credit to Wollon- 
gong, but what a player 
that Brazil is. He makes it 
look all so easy,” 

A calm but obviously 
pleased Wollongong 
coach, John Fleming, 
commented: “We work- 
ed hard and worked 
together.” 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Meler: 
Barrett, Hanlotis, Dakos, Hook- 
er: Saad, Pontidas (Rasko- 
Poulos 65th), Polak, Lee: Patalis, 


WOLLONGONG cry: 
Young: Skeon, Viletstra, Ratcllf- 


swung in from nowhere box and flew past Meier, 


to block-tackle Keyes’ clipping a lovely short 
point-blank blast just cross over the face of the 
eight metres from the goals to the back post and 


Ber 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


DESPITE being without five regular players, 
Marconi showed all the promise in the world 
as they disposed of Preston Makedonia 2-0 
at Bossley Park on Saturday night. 

Coach Berti Mariani must be tickled pink as his 
Fairfield outfit continues on its merry way at the top of 
the West End National Soccer League, even with the 
likes of Frank Farina, Tom McCulloch and Fred De 
Jong unavailable through Olympic qualifying com- 
mitments. On this evening the home side were also 
without the injured Peter Katholos (fractured foot) 
and the suspended Zlatko Nastevski. 

In what was a fast, open and thoroughly entertain- 
ing match the respective goalkeepers — Bob Catlin 
(Marconi) and Phil Trianides (Preston) excelled as scor- 
ing chances were created often. 

Marconi opened the scoring just after the quarter 
hour when Gerardo Gomez slid a pass through to the 
onrushing Ian Gray, who turned and thrashed a fierce 
shot high into the net. 5 

Whilst the match produced delightful football, I felt 
it was marred by some poor refereeing complemented 
by some baffling rulings from one line. 

Geoff Gunning had a couple of chances nearing 
half-time but Trianides was equal to the task on both 
occasions. 

However Preston rallied and if there was such a 
thing as the ‘game-breaker’ it surely came right on the 
45 minute mark when Stuart Stevenson galloped 
clear. Catlin’s initial movements were forward, he 
came to meet the rampant striker, but then hesitated 
and was in two minds as the former South Melbourne 
man steadied and sent a chip goalward, only to have 
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i’s boys on 


sht track 


Ring us for service. . . 


1 Wellington Street Rozelle 2039. 818 2777. 


A disappointed Olym- fe, Hollifield: Crainle, Ains- 
pic coach, Mick Hickman W0rth, Morlando, Brodnik: Bra- 


stated later: “We didn’t ba lindane 
look as if we wanted to Crowd: 4,616. * 


Robbie Wheatley launch into a diving header that 
saved the day for Marconi. 

The second half took up where the previous period 
had left off, with both sides having early chances only 
tor the goalkeepers to be on their very best form. 

With the match opening up all the more enter Peter 
Sharne — the Marconi player nicknamed the ‘Fair- 
field Flash’, making his 200th NSL appearance for the 
club. 

32-year-old Sharne had an almost immediate effect 
on the game and surprise, surprise — his first touch 
brought a schything tackle from behind and Steve 
Jackson was shown the yellow card. 

The speed of old was soon evident and it was Sharne 
who with Craig Mason initiated the second goal for 
Gomez. 

With just on 11 minutes remaining Sharne probed 
an opening for Mason whose crisp pass had the versa- 
tile Gomez in the clear, he rode a wild and desperate 
George Tasevski challenge and the finish from the big 
man was impeccable and clinical as Trianides raced 
out in vain. 

In rare mood Gray displayed all the class that had 
made him a Socceroo squad regular only a couple of 
years back but in a disappointing end to a fine encoun- 
ter, the midfielder was skittled after having a rasping 
shot saved. As the referee blew for full-time Gray was 
unable to get to his feet and had to be carried off with a 
leg injury. 

MARCONI Fairfleid: Catlin, Carter, Wheatley, Henderson, 
an, Mason, Gomez, Gray, Lowe, Surjan, Gunning (Sharne 66). 

PRESTON MAKEDONIA: Trianides, McLennan, Jack- 
son, Tasevski, Petrov, Stewart (Siifkas 81th), Campbell, Stevenson 
(Piculovskl 46th), Smith, ; 

Referee: J.McConnell. Crowd: 2418. 

Yellow Cards: T.Henderson, P.Sharne (Marconi). S Jackson, 
G.Tasevskl (Preston). 


Calder- 


AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER 
ANNUAL 


ALL you wanted to 
know about. Austra- 
lian Soccer, both up 
to date and down the 
years. 

Secure your copy 
at newsagents for a 
low $2.50. 
NOW ON SALE! 


LOOKING AHEAD 


CANTERBURY Marrickville Olympic shock- 
ed Melita Eagles at Arlington Oval last Sun- 
day with a display of determined football to 
deny the visitors all day and provide the first 
of the many unexpected results in round 
four. 

In fact Melita was lucky to escape with a draw scor- 
ing a disputed goal in the closing stages of the match. 

Wollongong Macedonia thumped Ku-ring-gai at 
Kelly Park, while Uruguayan Penrith showed its true 
colours by taking both points at Austral Park to join 
Blacktown City at the top of the table. 

In another surprise Yugal scored its first goal of the 
season at Queanbeyan to take one point from Inter 
Monaro and to add to the woes of the locals, it was a 
late penalty goal by Marko Perinovic that evened the 
scores. 

Canberra played all over Freshwater but had to be 
content with a 0-0 draw at Orange while Blacktown 
City fought hard to keep Rockdale Ilinden at bay at 
Seymour Shaw Park and earn a solid 0-0 draw. 

Polonia was the only team to show some character 
after being soundly beaten last week. They came out 
firing on all cylinders to score through Janic twice and 
Janduda and send Sutherland crushing to the bottom 
of the table. 


Favourites 


Some good wins by Wollongong Macedonia and 
Uruguayan Penrith has seen these two clubs rise into 
prominent positions on the League table with Penrith 
taking the second spot and Wollongong Macedonia 
fourth. 

"We are ready for them,” exclaimed an exuberant 
secretary of the Wollongong club, Bone Kezovski. 

Ready or not, the supporters of the club from the 
south are in good voice and their attendance has been 
exceptional at the matches in the past few rounds. 

To be frank, I feel that Macedonia will need all the 
support they can muster for this Uruguayan Penrith is 
being drilled to perfection by Dennis Hoggart and will 
certainly start as favourites at Kelly Park next Sunday. 

On Saturday a derby of a different kind; two clubs at 
the bottom of the table still looking for their first taste 
of success - Sutherland Shire and Canterbury Marrick- 
ville. 

If Canterbury could repeat its play of last Sunday 
then I have a word of advice for the Sutherland Sharks 
- you must be at your best if you are to get one, not both 
points. 

Canterbury has shown its new fighting qualities and 
with Dragicevic and Arambasic in great form it will be 
a great test for the likes of Burchmore and Terry to 
keep them out. 

Canberra City will entertain Polonia next Saturday 
in a match the locals must be favoured to win. Gary 
Cole will be looking for more goals but Canberra 
City’s defence will have to be on the lookout for Stefan 
Janic and Pavel Janduda as this duo could turn the 
game around against any side in the League. 

Yugal and Rockdale Ilinden have a game at Francis 
Park on Saturday or Mona Park on Sunday. This is still 
not clear. 


Wollongong Macedonia 2 (Giraldi, Gardiner) Ku- 
ring-gai 0 

Newcastle Austral 0 Uruguayan Penrith 1 
(Bradley) 

Warringah Freshwater 0 Canberra City 0 

Rockdale llinden 0 Blacktown City 0 

Inter Monaro 1 (Perinovic pen) Yugal 1 (Card) 
Polonia 3 (Janic 2, Janduda) Sutherland 2 
(Meades, Hill) 
Canterbury 1 (Rodriguez o.g.) Melita Eagles 1 
(Brown) 


MITRE SPORTS—DIVISION OF 
OVERSEAS INDENTS PTY LIMITED 
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FF 
THE MOST FAMOUS SOCCER 
BALL IN THE WORLD 


Now with a 2 year guarantee 


OFFICIAL BALL ENDORSED 
BY THE NATIONAL SOCCER 
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 


For those who 
take their Sport 
seriously . . . 
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Home is not 


kind to Austral 


‘HOME, sweet home’ is turning sour for 
Newcastle Austral after its second defeat 
in as many matches on home turf at Au- 
stral Park. Uruguayan Penrith dominated 
the match despite the loss of Jim McBreen, 
who was sent off last Saturday. 

John Bradley shot Uruguayan Penrith into the lead 
after only five minutes then sauntered through 
against an unimaginitive local side to take the points. 

McBreen got his marching orders after 47 minutes 
when he allegedly used his elbow into an opponent’s 
face, but the visitors had little trouble holding an 
enthusiastic Newcastle Austral. 

Penfold, then Razmovski came on for Virgili and 
Deyon to bolster the home team attack but it was all 
in vain against this well drilled Uruguayan outfit. 

Newcastle Austral: Carter, Wilson, Virgili (Raz- 
moyski), Stankovic, Tredinnick, Porter, Bland, 
Bailey, Bowen, Devon (Penfold), Jones. 


Demons shut out 


by Ilinden 


BLACKTOWN City Demons showed a lot of 
fire in defence but failed to gain ascendancy 
at any stage during its encounter with Rock- 
dale Ilinden at Seymour Shaw Park and were 
certainly more then satisfied with the one 
point. 


Lee Sterrey’s 25 metre 
screamer sailed just over 
the bar in the 2nd minute 
of the match but appart 
from that it was Rockdale 
Ilinden who strode about 
in confident fashion mak- 
ing life difficult for the 
Demons defence. 

Only some crude tack- 
ling by the Blacktown de- 
fence kept the score at 0-0 
after 45 minutes. Darren 
Wilson appeared to have 
had the measure of Jason 
Dunn in the 29th minute 
when collared and 
brought down near the 
penalty area. A yellow 
card to Dunn and loss of 
an opportunity _—for 
Tlinden. 

From a resultant free 
kick and a melee inside 
the penalty area Wilson 
shot wide from close 


range. 


With one minute re- 
maining in this half Paul 
Darlington set sail for 
goal after beating Glen 
Sterrey, alas, yet another 
tackle from behind which 
swamped Darlington. A 
yellow card was given but 
Sterrey would have to 
consider himself lucky to 
have stayed on the park. 


Keith Warren’s brave 
dive at the feet of Bobby 
Naumov saved the day 
for Rockdale in the Sist, 
then a Jason van Blerk 
header a minute later 
sailed over the bar. 

Van Blerk had an ideal 
opportunity to give the 
visitors a lead after 58 mi- 
nutes but he was foiled by 
Warren as he hesitated 
inside the penalty area. 

Lee Sterrey floored 
Vince Nastoski in the 
58th just outside the box 
as Rockdale applied 
pressure on the Demons 
and yet another card re- 
sulted. 

Bobby Naumov of 
Blacktown and Wilson 
and Steve Knight also re- 
ceived yellow cards in a 
game that saw few inci- 
dents but a measure of 
good sustained football 
from both teams. 

Blacktown almost lost 
the match near the end as 
Tony Genovese made 
some space fro himself in 
the 86th minute. He stole 
the ball from Glen Ster- 
rey then managed to beat 
Jason Dunn but hesitated 
and in the end lost. 

For the home team this 
would certainly signal a 
return to form, while the 
Demons will have to re- 
gard the result as a point 
well earned. 


ren, Rodas, 
Pilovski, D Wilson, Genovese, 
Darlington, Porter (Koussas), 
Nastoski, Dounls 


CANBERRA City 
Griffins and War- 
ringah Freshwater 


shared the points in 
a goal-less battle of 
the bush in Orange 
on Saturday night. 


And City can thank a 
courageous second half 
performance from 


goalkeeper Anthony 
Giannsca for keeping 
them in the game. 


Giannsca, limping af- 
ter a 55th minute clash 
with Warringah striker 


CANBERRA, WARRINGAH GO WEST 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


Don Allen, nevertheless 
managed to bring off a 
couple of crucial saves. 

First he clawed down 
an angled shot from 
Mark Cimarosti, then 
with time running out, 
deflected a shot from 
Rob Stewart after the 
Warringah player had in- 
tercepted Steve Bryant’s 
clearance. 

Warringah did get the 
ball past Giannsca in the 
first half - a 30 metre 
drive from Cimarosti -- 
but referee Terty Seacy 
ruled that Allen had been 
standing offside. 


STEFAN Janic scored two goals and had a hand in another at Chopin 


City had an excellant 
chance to win the game in 
the 72nd minute when a 
cunning lob from Tom 
Sermanni found Gary 
Cole clear in the penalty 
area, but the big striker 
directed his header wide 
of the goal. 


WARRINGAH FRESHWA- 
TER: Tingle, Duckling, Pearse, 
Pierce, McCabe, Etherington, 


Campbell, Barnes, Allen, Cimar- 
ostl, Stewart. 


CANBERRA CITY GRIFFINS: 
Glannsca, Junna, 


Park last Sunday to spearhead Polonia to its well deserved win 
against an out of touch Sutherland Shire side. 


The game was only 30 
seconds old as Polonia’s 
star striker Pavel Jandu- 
da headed a_ goal. 
Thompson and Pratt 
combined to set up Ste- 
fan Janic on the left flank. 
Janic turned then crossed 
and Janduda, unmarked, 
set himself up to head 
past Burchmore for the 
quickest goal in the 
League in 1988. 

Some 20 minutes later 
it was David Griffiths 
who set up a goal for 


Polonia. He collected the 
ball in his area before 
sending in a long punt to 
Pavel Janduda, a quick 
flick-on followed and 
Stefan Janic made no 
mistake to give Polonia 
its 2-0 lead. 

Three minutes later, in 
the 25th, a Craig Hill 
thunderbolt from 16 
metres gave the Sharks 
some cause to celebrate. 

However, Suther- 
land’s joy turned to tears 
as Stefan Janic beat one 


Uruguayan Penrith takes charge 


AIS played its first ‘home game’ of the 
season at Macquarie Fields last Wednes- 
day but stumbled to its second loss in as 
many weeks against a much improved and 


goal hungry Uruguayan Penrith. 


Hard as they tried, 
the youngsters failed to 
find the net despite 
some strong attacking 
play, particulary in the 
second period. 

On the other hand 
Uruguayan Penrith 
showed no mercy with 
Radovan Filipovic and 


Washington Gonzales 
providing a small band 
of spectators with some 
delightful touches to 
create openings in front 
of goal. 


Filipovic netted first, 
Aytek Genc made it 2-0 
before the break and 


David Batten scored a 
cracker of a goal in the 
second period to pave 
the way for a comfort- 
able win to the State 
League high flyers and 
on this display I see very 
few teams that will stop 
them. 

The impressive AIS 
performances in the first 
three outings were 
mainly due to some 
cohesive play, combined 
with lightning fast 
breaks on the flanks. 


However, on this occa- 
sion the youngsters 
failed to atone as the 
more experienced side 
from Penrith produced a 
polished performance, 
coupled with some stiff 
defence. e 
AIS: Patterson, Hoogen- 
doorn (Nicolaou), Roberts, 
Mills, Horvat, Gibson, Welch, 
Haddow (Zelic), Jee, Tellsman. 
URUGUAYAN PENRITH: 
Hoare (Rojas), Benitez, Krslo- 
vic, O'Donnell, Sacclalotto, 
Martin Bourke, Batten (Mathew 
Bourke), Genc, Gonzales (Folls- 
dosa), McBreen, Filipovic. 


defender before slotting 
his shot wide of 
Burchmore in the 32nd to 
give Polonia this two goal 
cushion again, 

Steve Meades cut 
Polonia’s lead to one goal 
10 minutes into the 
second half after scoring 
from close range, but 
from then on there was 
very little cohesion and 
and purpose in Suther- 
land’s play to cause any 
concern to the home 
team. 

In fact neither side pro- 
duced much for the re- 
mainder of the game with 
Polonia producing a last- 
five minute burst which 
saw Burchmore make at 
least one superb save. 

A shot by Robertson in 
the 86th was goalbound 
until Burchmore flung 
himself into the air to tip 
the ball over the bar. 

Polonia took the 
points but failed to im- 
press, particulary in its 
defensive role, with mis- 
takes a frequent occurr- 
ence, 

As for the visitors 
Well... 


Very unlucky Berries 


MELITA EAGLES goalkeeper Alex McPherson was the hero as the 


high-flying Eagles turned fled 


ville at Arlington Oval on Sunday. 


He saved from Aram- 
basic in the 27th, then 
from Kalogeras in the 
45th to keep the scores 
level at halftime, then 
turned in a blinder to 
deny Canterbury certain 
goals during some excit- 
ing attacks by the home 
side. - 

After Dragicevic sent 
in a low cross in the 60th 
and the ball touched 
Rodriguez to find the net 
past a bewildered 
McPherson to give the 
Berries the lead one 
would suspect that the 
visitors were going to 
throw everything at Can- 
terbury keeper Angelis. 

Melita stormed  for- 
ward leaving its back 
door wide open for this 
fast and furious Canter- 
bury attack. 

Nelio Borges was 
through in the 69th, alas 
McPherson made a su- 
perb deflection for his de- 
fence to clear. Only two 
minutes later Emil Dra- 
gicevic was through after 
a neat one-two with Zlat- 
ko Arambasic to face the 
keeper, but yet again 
McPherson dived at the 
feet of the Berries’ striker 
to send him wide and 
over the touch line. 

With seven minutes to 
go Canterbury missed yet 
again and paid dearly for 
it. Mickoyski was 
through to face McPher- 
son but once again the 
brave keeping of the 
Melita custodian saved 
the day. A rebound off 


McPherson was sent for- 
ward to Farnsworth who 
managed to beat one 
player and push the ball 
to Brown who strode past 
the keeper to make it 1-1! 


With seconds remain- 
ing Zlatko Arambasic 
was foiled by yet another 
dive by McPherson when 
it looked ‘curtains’ for 
Melita to earn the visitors 
a point. 


Canterbury appealed 
in vain after 44 minutes 
when a Mark Callanan 
header hit the underside 
of the cross bar then the 
line and went out. The 
Berries also appealed in 
the 83rd when Brown 
netted the equaliser, 
claiming an offside but to 
no avail. 


Melita, thankful for a 
point on a day when 
things simply did not run 


glings against Canterbury-Marrick- 


for them, must surely 
learn from this game. 


Their much talked about 
speed and stamina failed 
to earn them the 
ascendancy they hoped 
for and the blame must 
rest with a greatly im- 
proved Canterbury. 


Ray Farrugia and to an 
extent Williams, Calla- 
nan and Farnsworth 
showed the spirit which 
matched that of McPher- 
son while the rest and 
particulary an out of 
touch Vial, Barrios and 
Brown, looked sluggish. 


ams, Robertson, A Callanan, 
Barrios(Gimenez 59th), Farru- 
gla, Farnsworth, Vial (Versey 
46th), Brown, 


NEW SO WALES 


STATE LEAGUE 1ST DIVISION 


Wollongong v Ku-ring-gai. 1-0 
Newcastle v Penrith Smee 
Rockdale v Blacktown. 00 03 
Inter Monaro v SSC Yugal 1 20 
Warringah v Canberra. 0-0 NP 
Polonia v Sutherland. 2-4 
Canterbury v Melita.. 1-3 
STATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION 

Campbelltown v Bathurst '75 1-1 5-0 
Fairy Meadow v Avala...... 04 0-3 
Blacktown Utd v Uni of NSW. On 24 
Gladesville v Sydney Macedoni 20 . 2-2 
Granville Chile v Maroubra Queens Pk. 10 02 
“Kingsford v Nth Sydney....... Q2 11-0 
Manly Warringah v Bankstown 1-3 «NP 


Monaro 
dominates play 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


INTER Monaro had 
eighty percent of the 
play in their New 
South Wales League 
match with Yugal at 
the Marco Polo 
ground on Sunday 
but in the end were 
somewhat _fortun- 
ate to come away 
with a 1-1 draw. 


The visitors who had 
taken the lead after 24 
minutes, had Seyo Cal- 
darevic sent off by re- 
feree Bob Marshall for a 
professional foul on 
Angelo Ambrosino three 
minutes from the interval 
but all Monaro could gain 
from a full half of playing 
against 10 men was a late 
penalty converted by 
Marko Perinovic. 


Rockdale Ilinden’s recently married midfielder - 
Lupce Djordjieski. 


Monaro began _bright- 
ly and Tony Brennan 
beat two defenders only 
to see his drive well stop- 
ped by — goalkeeper 
Rosario Pinto. 

Brennan was in action 
again two minutes later 


when his drive was 
headed on by Craig 
Alchin to Baz Giam- 


paolo whose snapshot 
was parried by Pinto and 
headed off the line by 
Eddy Pabor. 

But it was Yugal who 
‘took the lead. Monaro 
goalkeeper Manuel 
Notaris got a foot to de- 
flect Jimi Ziras’s shot, 
only for Christopher 
Card to score from the re- 
sulting corner. 

Monaro had been hav- 


DIV 1 GR1 


Blacktown City .. 
Urug. Penrith. 
Melita Eagles 


Newcastle .. 
Sutherland 
Melita Eagles 
Blacktown City 


Inter Monaro . 
Rockdale llind. 
Uruguay Penrith 
Cant M’ville.... 
Warringah F/W, 
SSC Yugal .. 
Canberra City.. 
Polonia. 


Mace 


Macedonia became 
one of the pace set- 
ters in the NSW 
State League 
following its 2-0 win 
over Ku-ring-gai at 
Kelly Park last 
Saturday. 

The home team was 
off the mark in the early 
stages scoring through 
Paul Giraldi after only 
six minutes. His well 
floated free kick cleaned 
the cob-webbs in the top 
left hand corner of the 
net giving Lacey no 
chance. 

Ku-ring-gai came 
back strongly and on 
numerous occasions had 
the home defence 
stretched. Ico Talevski 
robbed Gran Bard of a 
certain goal in the 18th. 
Gran Bard managed to 
drag the ball over the 
line in the 32nd minute 
but the goal was disal- 
lowed for an alleged 
handball by Bard. 

John Krajnovic made 
a superb save from Ryan 
in the 37th then another 
effort by Ryan was 
cleared off the line by 
Hughes in the 38th. 
Woodwork saved the 
home side in the 44th 
before it was cleared by 
Talevski then came the 
penalty to Ku-ring-gai 
after Talevski brought 
down Bard. 

Krajnovic guessed 
well and saved to send 
his team one-up at half- 
time. Ryan missed last 
week from the spot and 


ing plenty of the play up 
to Caldarevic’s dismissal. 
Afterwards Yugal  vir- 
tually disappeared from 
force but it was not until 
the 83rd minute that the 


homeside equalised 
through Perinovic’s 
penalty. 


And the big striker 
could have won the game 
in injury time when he 
headed home only to 
have the goai disallowed 
fora push on Pinto. 
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WOLLONGONG 


AALS Wine 


GLEN JEFFERY (Ku-ring-gai) launches into an 
attacking raid. 


again this week and that 
might be just enough to 
see a change in the 
penalty taking duties for 
the Chasers. 

Dean Gardiner sent a 
superb drive in the 52nd 
to give Macedonia its 
two goal advantage and 
the signal for Ku-ring- 
gai attack was on. 

But while the visitors 
stumbled and fumbled 
looking for an opening, 
Macedonia created at 
least four clear cut 
chances which fortu- 
nately for the Chasers 
went begging. 


Anthony Wellbourn 
failed to finish well in 
succession midway 
through the second half 


=" 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Telephone (02) 629 


FIRST DIVISION 


Canberra City 
Sutherland 


SECOND DIVISION 
Sydney Macedonia 
Maroubra Queens Park 
THIRD DIVISION 
Moorebank 

SUNDAY 27 MARCH 
FIRST DIVISION 
SSC Yugal 

Blacktown City 
Ku-ring-gai 

Melita Eagles 
Wollongong Mac 
SECOND DIVISION 
Avala 

Bathurst '75 
Blacktown Utd 

Manly Warringah 

Uni. of NSW 

THIRD DIVISION 
Southern Dist. 

Mt Druitt 

Baulkham Hills 
Canterbury 

Orange Waratahs 


then rattled the wood- 
work in the 77th. Mick 
Berry cleared off the 
line in the 70th, while 
Hughes headed over the 
bar in the 85th. 

In the end, deserved 
victory to the home side 
but not without a touch 
of irony. Just before the 
match a number of Wol- 
longong first graders 
were omitted from the 
side due to some 
disciplinary measures by 
the Club! 


MACEDONIA: Krajnovic, 
Slavesk' pbell (45th Daf- 
kovski), Talevski, Sweeney, 
Wotherspoon, Giraldi, Godzik, 
Gardiner, Hughes. 

KU-RING-GAI: Lacey, 
Kevern, Petkovskl (Volloder 
65th), Pepper, Bass, Cowley, 
Bennett, Berry, Ryan, Jeffery, 
Bard (78th McKenzie). 
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This Week’s Matches 


SATURDAY MARCH 26 


v_ Polonia 
v Canterbury 


Granville Chile 
v_ Kingsford 


< 


v_ Rooty Hill West Utd 


Rockdale 
Warringah F/Water 
Inter Monaro 
Newcastle 

Penrith 


oe ie -tee 


Gladesville Hby 
Fairy Meadow 
Campbelltown City 
North Sydney 
Bankstown 


<eteies < 


v_ Bondi Marine 
v_ Port Hacking 

v Concordia 

v_ Dulwich Hill 

v_ King Tomislav 


Kick off times: FIRST DIVISION first grade 3pm, Under 19 1pm. 
SECOND DIVISION first grade 3pm, 2nd grade 1.10pm, 
3rd grade 11.30am, Ernie Smith Res 4PM, 6PM 


See a top State League match this week! 


Alex Vesic’s 
Newsy State 
League Cover 


Brown leads 


GREG Brown scored 
late in the match 
against Canterbury 
Marrickville to extend 
his lead at the top of the 
sharp shooters table 
but watch out for the 
likes of Janduda of 
Polonia or Gary Cole of 
Canberra City. 


List of top scorers after 
round four: 

6 Brown (ME) 

4 Thornthwaite (BC), 
Bradley (UP), McBreen 
(UP) 

3 Cole (CC, Janduda (P), 
Porter (NA) 

2Van Blerk, Cananah 
(BC), Vial (ME), Bland 
(NA), Janic, Drys(P),D. 
Wilson (RI), Genc, Fili- 
povic (UP), Barnes 
(WF), Giraldi (WM) 


ay KJ 


Hawker Oval 
Seymour Shaw 


Jensen Park 
Coral Sea Pk 


Hammondville a) 


Mona Park 
Gabbie Stadium 
Valentine Park 
Melita Stadium 
JJ Kelly Park 


Knight Park 
Proctor Park 
Francis Park 
Cromer Park 
Little Bay Oval 


E.Smith Res 4pm,6pm 
Popondetta Park 

Ted Horwood 3 
Mackey Park 
Waratah Sports 
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Northcote City 
Heidelberg 
Croydon City 
Thomastown 
Green Gully 
Polonia 
Springvale City 
Box Hill 

St Albans 
Bulleen 
Caulfield City 
Western Suburbs. 
Ringwood City 


Morwell Falcons 
Fawkner 
Oakleigh 
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BAOORNOCOFUHFFENNNOTN 
MONAHRA+ADROHWOONOPY 


POLONIA 2 (Przybyla, De Bono) OAKLEIGH 0 
CAULFIELD 0 CROYDON CITY 0 
NORTHGOTE 3 (Thodis 2, 0.g) WESTERN SUBURBS 


0 

FAWKNER 0 THOMASTOWN 1 (Reguso) 

GREEN GULLY 0 SPRINGVALE 0 

BOX HILL 2 (McBride, Burton) RINGWOOD 2 (J. Nijholt 
2) 

HEIDELBERG 4 (Pappas 2, Anastasiadis, Theodoso- 
poulos) ST ALBANS 1 (Duzel) 

MORWELL FALCONS 0 BULLEEN 0 


~ Weekend Matches Rd 4 


SAT. MARCH 26 

Morwell Falcons v Caulfield City 

St Albans v Polonia 

Oakleigh v Box Hill 

SUN MARCH 27 

Western Suburbs v Bulleen”- 
Croydon City v Fawkner 
Thomastown v Green Gully 
Heidelberg United v Springvale City 
Ringwood City v Northcote City 


NINEVEH AUTO 
SERVICES 


— TUNE UPS — CLUTCH 
— SERVICE 
— OIL CHANGE & GREASING 
— ENGINE EXCHANGE 


1g 


Including: — Yokohoma 
— Dunlop 
— Bridgestone 
— Toyo 
We won't be beaten in our prices 
with huge reductions 
Computer Balancing 
Elec. Wheel Alignment — from $20.00 
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NORTHCOTE CITY 


disappointing Western 
Cain Reserve on Sunday. 


remain perched on top of the 
State League table after 


easily disposing of a 
Suburbs 3-0 at John 


Northcote’s Stan Thodis made the most of a gaping 
Western Suburbs defence to score his first two goals of the 


season. 


Northcote striker Peter Constantinou was itching to get 


off the bench and when 


his opportunity came he caused 


many problems and forced the corner which turned out to 
be the death knell. An own goal made the final scoreline 


3-0 for last season’s strugglers, 


tasting some glory. 


Northcote were winners in every 
d once again 
Woodall was receiving accolades for his 


fit, skilful and imaginative an 
midfielder Martin 


who are now proudly 


department being more 
former Preston 


performance — even from the opposition. 


Northcote’s new signing Carl 
from NSL club Sunshine George 


Gilder, a veteran striker 
Cross, played a service- 


able game and showed enough to suggest he will be a more 


than handy acquisition. 


Western Suburbs president, Sam Kagioglou, concedes 
that his side needs three experienced players to be com- 


petitive this season. 
Wests have three 
within the next three weeks. 


visa vacancies and they should be filled 


Daniel Williams, a 19-year-old striker formerly from 


Preston North End, should arrive in 


spot. 
Kagioglou said that 


two weeks to fill one 


the club’s Perth contacts are organis- 


ing two more promising imports but he would not reveal 


CROYDON CITY dropped 
son when it drew 0-0 
Park on Saturday. 


Caulfield finished fourth 
last n and are eager to 
climb higher in ‘88 but the 
club as yet is nowhere near 
the form it needs to achieve 
its aims. 

Croydon however are ¢x- 
pressing their talents and in 
the first half had numerous 
opportunities to score and 
could have easily been 3-0 up 
by halftime. 

Caulfield though did fight 
back after the break and 
showed some semblance of 
good form, but the 0-0 draw 
was a disappointment to 
coach Rocco Ille and the 
club’s supporters who have 
been starved of goals. Caul- 
field have not scord a single 
goal after three rounds. 

Most of Croydon’s first 
half scoring opportunities 
fell to Goran Runje but un- 
fortunately for Croydon he 
couldn’t add to his two goal 
tally from the first two games 
of the season. 


Croydon coach Miron 


— BRAKES: FRONT & REAR $140.00 


ALSO SPECIALING IN TYRES 
We supply and fit all popular Brands of Tyres 


A SPECIAL DEAL FOR ALL SOCCER FOLLOWERS 
162 Arthurton Rd, Northcote 


& 482 1649 
fc a ec Le 
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eget tO APA tty 


its first point of the sea- 
with Caulfield City at Princes 


Bleiberg introduced Greg 
Brack into the side for his 
first game of the season, af- 
ter recently resolving a con- 
tractual dispute with the 
club. 

In the 12th minute 
Croydon had the first of 
many chances to score when 
Caulfield keeper Nick 
Koletsas couldn’t hold onto 
a corner kick and the ball 
conveniently fell to Runje 
but he shot wide. 

At the 32 minute mark 
Croydon forced its sixth 
corner. 

From the corner Andy 
Humble hit a goal-bound 
shot that was cleared off the 
line by a desperate defence, 
but the ball rebounded to 
Runje who cracked it way 
over the top. 

Five minutes later Runje 
was in the thick of things 
again when he only had 
keeper Koletsas to beat, but 
he lost control of the ball and 
the defence cleared the 
threat with ease. 

Caulfield came out a diffe- 
rent side in the second half, 
tighter in defence and gen- 
erally played with more pur- 
pose. The build-ups were 
much improved and their 
passing was of bulls-eye 
accuracy. 

On the other hand 
Croydon fell down up front 
and overall their methodical 
approach faded away almost 
to oblivion and they resorted 
to blasting away without 
thought. 

CAULFIELD: Koleteas, Bitso- 
nis, Filipou, Caesar, Harris, Ala- 
gloyanis, . Theoharous, 
Zemunik (Hamikiotis 60th), Arm- 
‘strong, Cozella. 

CROYDON: M Runje, Van 
Egmond, Redmond, Mcintosh, 
Brown, Campbell, Flavell, 
Brack, Humble, French, G Runje 
(Harbinson 80th). 


AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER 
ANNUAL 


VICTORIAN cover of 
NSL clubs, State 
League, subsidiary 
competitions, 
awards and 
tics. 

At your newsa- 
ents for $2.50. 

UY YOUR COPY 


statis- 


NOW! 


TIEN Gilder helps Northcote 


to ton 


their identities until they sign the dotted contractual line. 


NORTHCOTE: Durudia, Leonardos, 
aciotti, Kouremenos, Woodall, Thodis, Ramos, 


J. Constantinou, Palmar- 
Gilder, N Constanti- 


nou, Beklaros (P Constantinou 70th). 


WESTERN SUBURBS: 


Hatzilazarou, 


Markovski, Kondourls, 


Esposito, Kaglogiou, Dimovskl, Kopsaftis (Roymbos 46), Hammill, 
Tuck, Metaxos, Mingh (Stefanidis 46). 


Thomastown in 
final seconds 


FAWKNER finished third on the table last sea- 


son but early this year 


losing its third success! 
Thomastown by a single last minute 


New Fawkner coach, 
Mike Lynn, in charge of his 
first game against his old 
club, sees injuries and a 
dose of bad luck as Fawk- 
ner’s only real problem at 
the moment. 

Lynn said Thomastown 
had the better of the first 
half, but when Robbie Cul- 
len came on in the second 
half the little dynamo cre- 
ated numerous chances for 
Fawkner. 

Fawkner striker Doug 
Brown was sent off for 
elbowing Jom Mihailidis in 
the 46th minute but Lynn 
believes it wasn’t deliberate 
and Fawkner played better 
with 10 men anyway. 

Lynn said Robbie Cullen 
beat the Thomastown de- 
fence on three occasions 
but keeper Mauro Raponi 
wouldn’t be beaten. 

Cullen also created a 
clear chance for substitute 
Peter Verrechia, who was 
right in front but he missed 
completely. 

Doug Brown and Sabati- 
no were also offenders 
when in sight of goal. 

Thomastown’s last mi- 
nute goal started from a 
long ball which found Pro- 
visional League signing 


STATE League new- 
comer Ringwood 
City gained its first 
point of the season 
in a tough 2-2 draw 
with Box Hill at 
Wembley Park on 
Sunday. 

The game was a disap- 

ointing affair in the 
first half but Ringwood 
struck first just before 
the break when Box Hill 
keeper John McKinlay 
fumbled a cross and 
striker John Nyholt was 
there for the opportunist 
goal. 

Box Hill equalised af- 
ter only 10 minutes in 
the second period when 
Jim McBride latched on 
to the loose ball after a 
goalmouth scramble and 
easily slotted it home. 

Ten minutes later 
George Campbell sent a 
long ball to Tommy 
McMorrow who in turn 
hammered a cross to a 
diving Barry Burton. 
His super header ram- 
med into the back of the 


~ net giving the Hillmen a 


2-1 lead. 

Speedy Ringwood 
striker John Nyholt 
scored the equaliser 
with about 12 minutes 
remaining, finishing off 


Ringwood’s 
first point 


its horrors continue after 
ive game, this time to 


goal. 


Nino Reguso, who passed 
for Russell Athersytch to 
play it to Reguso again and 
he toe-poked a goal from 
10 metres out. 

Thomastown’s 19-year- 
old signing Paul Lewis from 
English second division 
club Birmingham City sent 
fears into their camp when 
he collided with defender 
Fera and had to be carried 
off. 

At first it wa$ thought he 
had broken a collarbone, 
but it now looks a case of 
severe bruising. 

Lewis has been playing 
well and his ability can be 
appreciated when consider- 
ing he, along with 
Footscray striker Warren 
Spink, played together in a 
Luton Town youth team 
which won a summer 
tournament in Holland 
against the likes of Bor- 
deaux, Feyenoord and PSV 
Eindhoven. 

Fawkner: Tizzinl, Walsh, Fer- 
la, D Hennessey (R Cullen 46), 
Schipano, Jankulovski (Ver- 
rechla 60), Trikovski, Sabatino, 
Storm, Brown, Anderson. 

Thomastown: Raponi, 
Mihailidis, Higgins, Planalto, 
Arcoracl, Carfora (Latto 55), 
Dougherty, Reguso, Mihos, 
Athersytch, Lewls (De Prop- 
ertis 75). 


a nice cross from Irish 
import John Corvan. 


Box Hill coach John 
Brown wasn’t impress- 
ed, believing his team 
should have won the 
match. 

He cited clear chances 
missed by Steve Brim- 
mer on two occasions 
and also Mark Arites, 
and he said both Ring- 
wood’s goals came from 
defensive errors. 

Brown concluded it 
was definitely a point 
lost rather than gained 
and Ringwood will 
struggle with the present 
line-up. 

Ringwood coach Rob 
Nelson said he is happy 
with the point but 
doesn’t believe Box Hill 
was the better side. Nel- 
son said: “They had 
more possession but 
that’s it. We had a clear 
chance when John 
Davie had the ball in the 
back of the net but the 
referee saw fit to disal- 
low it.” 

Box Hill: McKinlay, Morl, 
Davidson, McMorrow, Brim- 
mer, Burton, Roodhouse, 
McDead (G Campbell 50), 
McAleer (Thomas 35), McBride, 
Arites. 


Ringwood: Biackley, May, 
Cumming, B: Muyer, Cor- 
van, Hughes, Nelson, Nyholt, 
Middiemast, Davie. 


McLACHLAN’S 
WORRIES 


TITLE aspirants 
Morwell Falcons 
could only manage 
a 0-0 draw with 
State League 
newcomers Bulleen 
at the Vereto club 
on Saturday. 

Morwell Falcons 
bought many quality 
players during the off 
season and were eX- 
pected to be right up the 
top, however they only 
managed their first point 
of the season in round 
three. 

Morwell coach Bobby 
McLachlan sees a prob- 
lem with the midfielders 
and strikers not linking 
or blending as they 
should at the moment. 
He added that the Fal- 
cons dominated the 
second half just as they 
did last week, but they 
just can’t find the back 
of the net. 

Bulleen brought in 
striker Brian Keenen for 
his first game but had to 
leave striker Andy 
Bozilcas out because he 
failed a late fitnes test. 

At the 20 minute 
mark Bulleen striker 
Laurie Bourotto re- 
ceived a square pass frm 
the right from partner 
Joe D’Amico, but Mor- 
well keeper Dave 
Reynolds thwarted the 
ominous looking move. 


Socrates Nicolaides 
(Oakleigh) 


Morwell’s Jeff Doyk 
was sent off for per 
sistently arguing with re 
feree Jim Frangou abou 
13 minutes from ful 
time. 

With only five mi 
nutes remaining in th 
match Bulleen had 
golden opportunity ¢ 
score when refere 
Frangou awarded 
penalty after Boarott 
was brought down in th 
box by Gerry Bennett. 

However Falcot 
Kiwi keeper Day 
Reynolds saved the sp 
kick and the La Trol 
Valley outfit as we 
from an embarrassil 
defeat. If the penal 
was converted the ti 
chasers would have go 
three games without 


point. 

Morwelll had | 
chances especially in | 
second half but Bulle 
keeper Alan Cont 
had a ‘blinder’ betw« 
the sticks. 


Doyle, 
Drakeford, 
sar, Stirton, Sokuluk. 
Bulleen: Contini, Ruc 
Romano, Corola, Boy 
Boarotto, Angele, Trogor 
Curclo, D'Amico, Keenen. 


* 


Caulfield City’s Phil Griffin (right) slides in to dispossess Croydon’s Gordon 


Willie Vassallo’s 
very deep dismay 


GREEN GULLY and Springvale City played 
out an uninspiring scoreless draw at Green 
Gully Reserve on Sunday. 

Green Gully coach Willie Vassallo was very disap- 
pointed at his opposition’s tactics. He said they 
played with five at the back and just pumped long 
balls anywhere, killing the game as a spectacle. 

Vassallo also expressed displeasure with his own 
team who he said just couldn’t get going and didn’t 
even test ‘Vales veteran keeper Dennis Boland all 
afternoon. “For that matter they didn’t test our 
keeper either,” he added. 

Vassallo said the standard of the game was just 
pathetic and the type of game you wouldn’t want to 
see. 

However Springvale coach Gus McLeod is happy 
with the result because they played for the draw and 
got it. 

Vale’s first five games are away from home and 
they are aiming to at least gain five points. They are 
well on the way to achieving their early season aim, 
as they already have four points from three games. 

McLeod said his team could have won it in the 
first half but Paul Hennessey missed a clear chance 
and it wasn’t to be his day as he went off late in the 
game due to injury. 

Green Gully: Sant, Napoll, Grimaud, Connell, Farquharson 
(Cutter 46), O'Donnell (Docherty 46), Quigley, Wilson, Douglas, 

Springv: :; Boland, Rau, White, Adams, Bissinger, Bryden 

(Black 70), Bell, Krall, Hennessy (Bozic 75), Finlay, Morrey. 


— = : = <A Ares x as 
SS Caulfield’s Bruno Cozzella turns away from 
_ Croydon’s Nick van Egmond as Andy Humble 
looks on. Pic — Carmelo Bazzano. 


Flavell. Picture by Carmelo Bazzano. 


CHAMPS 


COMEBACK 


LAST year’s champion 


Polonia Maribyrnong 
continued its good 
form with a resound- 
ing 2-0 victory over 
struggling Oakleigh at 


Caloola Reserve on 
Saturday. 
Polonia, which lost 10 


players from its champion- 
ship side of last season, has 
now won its past two match- 
es and is not looking like the 
relegation material which 
many people predicted for 
the club. 

Oakleigh fielded new sig- 
ning Carl Halford, who cost 
$8,000 from National 
League club South Melbou- 
me and it also used former 
Green Gully striker Danny 
Ward. Neither player made 
any impact and Oakleigh are 
sitting at the far end of the 
ladder at the moment. 

Despite limited opportu- 
nities, Polonia struck in the 
35th minute of the game 
from a Janusz Przybyla goal. 

Its second goal came via a 
penalty kick converted by 
Paul De Bono after Przybyla 
was fouled in the penalty 
area. 

Oakleigh coach Takis 
Svingos believes the penalty 
decision was a farce because 
he says the only player that 
was interfered with was an 
Oakleigh defender, He 
thinks the referee may have 
thought that the player on 
the ground was from Polo- 
nia. 

However Svingos said it’s 
only a matter of time now for 
the team to click as he is hap- 
py with the quality due to the 
recent signings. 

Late in the second half 
Polonia defender Rick 


Lipiarski was sent off and 
Oakleigh began to assert 
some pressure but it was all 
too late. 


ADVERTISE NOW IN 


HEIDELBERG de- 
molished an inexperi- 
enced St Albans side 
4-1 in front of a large 
crowd at Olympic Vil- 
lage on Sunday. 

St Albans, who began the 
season with two good re- 
sults, came crashing down to 
earth after being demoral- 
ised by Heidelberg United, 
but least surprised by the 
result was St Albans coach 
Tony Vrzina. 

Vrzina always maintained 
his young team will struggle 
after the departure of seve- 
ral experienced players and 
the club is desperately on the 
lookout for experience. 

Vrzina said: + “Heidel- 
berg took us seriously after 
our good early results, which 
probably the otherteams 
didn’t. Thus Heidelberg ex- 
posed out obvious weaknes- 
ses and they completely con- 
fused the younger players 
after dominating the first 20 
minutes to lead 2-0.” 

But not only did Heidel- 
berg dominate the first 20 
minutes, indeed it was vir- 
tually total control for the 
whole 90 minutes except for 
the occasional frolic forward 
by St Albans. 

The combination of Con 
Pappas, John Anastasiadis, 
Lou Theodosopoulos and 
Willie Raynes must have 
seemed like a tidal wave to 


the St Albans defence, as all 
four players literally flooded 
the goalmouth with good 
scoring opportunities. 

Heidelberg looked shar- 
per and fitter and used the 
ball more intelligently, play- 
ing the wings to maximum 
advantage to stretch further 
an already besieged 
defence. 

In the 16th minute Con 
Pappas scored the opener in 
spectacular style. After a 
beautiful tap-on by Claude 
Lucchesi, Pappas, only a few 
metres out, launched him- 
self in mid-air and smacked a 
stunning overhead into the 
roof of the net to open St 
Albans’ wound. 


Only four minutes later 
Pappas sent a long cross 
from right to left that eluded 
everyone in defence. It fell 
nicely to Willie Raynes who 
drove a lethal shot goal- 
bound which was rebound- 
ing away when young striker 
John  Anastasiadis nailed 
home the rebound, making 
it 2-0. 


Heidelberg kept on 
attacking with Lucchesi, 
Pappas and Anastasiadis all 
muffing good chances from 
close range just before the 
interval. 


The second half started 
off much like the first and 
after only three minutes of 
play Heidelberg striker Lou 
Theodosopoulos calmly 
slotted home number three 
from about 10 metres out. 

Only six minutes later 
Heidelberg completed the 
rout after pouring enormous 
pressure on the St Albans 
defence. 


On two occasions © St 
Albans cleared the ball off 
the goal line, once from a 
Theodosopoulos volley, but 
Pappas was at hand to smack 
home the loose ball from a 
difficult angle with his left 
foot to make it 4-0. 


%* Contact our Melbourne representative 


George Katsakis for your advertising re- 

quirements. 
* Our office is at 72 Smith St, Collingwood 

and our telephone number (03) 416 1255. 


Heidelberg coach Terry 
Hennessey used Scottish im- 
port Willie Raynes for his 
first full match and he 
showed tons of promise, 

Heidelberg found _ itself 
exposed at the back in the 
75th minute when trying for 
more goals. Ante Kuzman 
forced a desperate save from 
Banovic but it fell to St 
Albans’ midfielder Ivica 
Duzel who easily slotted 
home the consolation goal. 


Lig double c 


® First quality nylon wound match balls 
© Felt covered indoor balls 
® Low-bound indoor balls 


Caulfield. Photo — Carmelo Bazzano. 


eats Phil Griffin of 


being sharp with good close 
control, good turn of speed 
and a nice accurate ‘cross 
already proving to be more 
than adequate. 

HEIDELBERG: Banovic, Fras- 
er,  Kanesoulls, _—Patiniotis, 


Oussikis, Pappas, Valentine, 
Anastasiadis, heodoso- 
Poulos, Lucchesi, 


‘ST ALBANS: Grgic, Dragovic, 
Jurcic, Colina, Kuzman, Gagula, 
Popovskl, 


igh v Croydon City — John Cumming ap- 
plies a headlock on Jimmy Nelson. 


sources 


© Match Balls, hand sewn by 
mastercraftsman 


®@ Training balls, hand sewn 

® Shinguards, knee and elbow pads, 

© Studs © Goal keepers gloves 

© Goalkeepers wear ¢ Outfield shorts 

© General accessories @ All products 
chosen for quality from world-wide 


® Goalkeepers gloves 

® Superb West German craftsmanship 

@ Arguably Europe's most popular brand 
now available in Australia 

® As used by many World Cup 
Goalkeepers 


Vlado Vlahovic 

checks out the 

Victorian State 
League 


Victorian 

distribution 

increased 
ASW's distribution 
network in Victoria 
has been greatly en- 
hanced following 
the transfer to 
Southdown Press 
from New Country 


Pty Ltd. 


Reports and comment 
from Australia’s top 
stable of Soccer journal- 
ists range from the Win- 
field Socceroos to the 
West End _ National 
League — to State Leagues 
in NSW, _ Victoria, 
Queensland, South Aus- 
tralia and Western Aus- 


tralia. 
As well ASW has an un- 
assailable lead in _ its 


newsy items on Austra- 
lian Indoor Soccer, 
Women, Amateurs, 
Juniors and Schools, plus 
feature articles on over- 
seas aspects of the game. 

On top of that is a wide- 
ranging pictorial cover. 

At the newsagents at 
$1.60, no-one can match 
ASW’s Soccer news 
spread. 


Get your 


AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER WEEKLY 
at your newsagent 
each WEDNESDAY 


Re ea B - e CA  ECOKS. 2Ce we we 


IXCITING TIMES — the Winfield Socceroos 
| up today (Wednesday) against traditio- 
nal rivals New Zealand in a match that all 
Aussies hope will see them commencing a new 
era for Ausralian Soccer. 
Certainly no favours will be asked for or given — the 
Kiwis’ 1987 record in Soccer, the rugby codes, cricket 
and netball speaks for itself right across the sporting 


Victory for Australia, with the Socceroos holding a 
two point advantage over the Israelis, will see the team 
in Seoul in September. 

Australia qualified as hosts for the Olympic Games 
finals in Melbourne back in 1956 — but nowadays it 
requires a clever team to gain success. 

As expected, it is proving to be a tough series. 

Whilst the national team is to be heartily congratu- 
lated, it is well to remember that the first 2-0 win over 
Israel in Melbourne was not without its anxious 
moments. 

On top of that there was the narrow 3-2 squeak 
against tournament minnows Chinese Taipei, a result 
that only arrived through a late Jimmy Patikas goal. 

Frank Arok allows that he took Australia’s life in his 
own hands on that occasion, but as planned there were 
fresh players ready for the successful first encounter 
with New Zealand in Sydney. 

Planning for results in a series such as the present one 
is not without its difficulties. 

It is the end result over the series that counts. 

Arok and his aide-de-camp Eddie Thomson have 
been ensuring that their squad focusses their attention 
on just one thing today — victory. 

New Zealand coach Kevin Fallon is determined to 
handle Australia, and will be having as small a pitch as 
possible marked out at Athletic Park, Wellington, 

This ploy is designed to contain the hard-running 
Australians, but it only represents part of the overall 
scene. 

Fallon has allowed his feelings against the Austra- 
lians to run riot. 

At the after-match press conference in Sydney he 
became very heated — which appeared to leave Arok 
the winner off the field as well as on. 

If Australia wins against New Zealand today it can 
field the best available team in Auckland on Sunday. 

There are no absolute certainties in football — but 
Australian fans will be waiting with baited breath for 
the outcome of the overwhelmingly important New 
Zealand clash. 


—o0o— 


There have been many complaints over the arrange- 
ments for post-match press conferences after recent 
Olympic Games equalifying matches in Australia. 

Arrangements should be absolutely complete in 
every case so that the best possible message gets out to 
the public. 

It seems that arrangements in Adelaide were very 
ordinary, and in Melbourne quite a bit worse. 

In Sydney the message was put around and a big 
gathering of the media took place, with all four coaches 
present. 

This was a turnabout. The special press conference 
staged at the Camperdown Travelodge saw Australia’s 
Arok and Chinese Taipei’s Wu fielding all the ques- 
<4 tions. 
~ Mihic of Israel didn’t attend and New Zealand’s Fal- 
> Jon was training his side. 
~ Seemingly legitimate request for match passes were 
A refused. 
ps The Australian Soccer Federation needs to adopt a 
3 more accomodating approach to this question. 


STERPIN HAS BEEN | 
THERE, DONE THAT | 


FOURTY eight year 
old Joe Sterpin 
knows. the  Foot- 
scray JUST club in- 
side out after nearly 
two decades of in- 
volvement at 
Schintler Reserve. 

At one time or another 
Sterpin has been vice- 
president, team manager 
and in charge of the club’s 
Victorian Second Divi- 
sion team before the days 
of the NSL Youth 
League. 

Now Sterpin takes on 
the toughest role of all as 
the new president of the 
club from the western 
suburbs of Melbourne. 

“Tm not sure it’s even 
a job that I wanted”, the 
new club supremo told 
ASW. 

“But Tony Amon went 
overseas and decided to 
open up a business and 
under the circumstances 
someone had to do it. 


“T suppose in some re- 
spects I am pleased in 
that my work at the club 
since 1970 has been re- 
cognised by the com- 
mittee. 

“Tt is in my favour that 
I do know the club inside- 
out.” 


Sterpin wants to make 
it clear that under his 
presidency there will be 
no radical changes made 
on or off the field. 

Off the park there are 
“a few projects” the club 
is undertaking but num- 
ber one priority is co- 
vered terrace for suppor- 
ters at Schintler Reserve. 


“We are also looking 
at development of the so- 
cial club,” Sterpin told 
me. 
“Currently Footscray 
has a very strong commit- 
tee and we'll be working 
hard to complete the type 
of projects we’ve talked 
about in the past. 

“After all those years 
of hoping we can do 
something with the 
ground we are going to 
give it our best shot.” 


THE 


@ MUSCULAR ACHES AND PAINS 
@ ARTHRITIS 
© STIFFNESS 
@ RHEUMATISM 
e TIREDNESS 


B.H.: 419 6796 


YDRo-massAt 


CENTRE 


FOR THE RELIEF OF 


@ NERVOUSNESS 

© CIRCULATORY DISORDERS 
@ EXHAUSTION 

@ AFTER SPORTS INJURIES REHABILITATION 
@ REGENERATION OF THE ELDERLY 


130 JOHNSTON ST. FITZROY 
A.H.: 689 3529 
557 8678 
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Says Greg Blake 


Sterpin admitted 
Footscray was one club 
which has never really 
had a strong financial 
base. 

“We are always relying 
on members and spon- 
sors, so to finance de- 
velopment we haye to 
have a reasonably good 
season on the field. 

“This season _—has 
started well but the prob- 
lem is that it hasn’t shown 
in our results. 

“We've been playing 
the best Soccer I can re- 
member for 15 years but 


we're making so many 
chances without scoring. 
“I thought we’d con- 
tinue on from the Apia 
game (a 3-0 win in round FI 
one) but since then results 
have gone against us. 
“The way we've cre- 
ated chances but not 
scored has mystified our 
coach Mirsad Fazlagic. 
“We've got a united 
team, we play good Soc- 
cer but we can’t get the 
score on the board. 
“At this stage I guess 
all we can do is 
perserve.”” 


MERSEYSIDE, home _ of Everton and Liver- 


pool, is about to do Australia’s West End 
National League a favour. 


Australians, used to 
watching the steady 
trickle of our best talent 
to overseas clubs, can 
take heart in the fact that, 
the worm may _ have 
turned, if only a little. 

ASW has been con- 
tacted by two young Eng- 
lish professionals who, 
on their credentials 
alone, would be guaran- 
teed a place in the Eng- 
lish League but, instead, 
are looking to Australia’s 
National League for their 
Soccer futures. 


If the likes of Paul 
Walsh, Jan Mobly, Ken- 
ny Dalglish, Ronnie 
Whelan and Craig John- 
ston have regularly 
graced the Liverpool re- 
serve team this season, it 
must be quite a team. 

And that says much for 
the credentials of Paul 
Clarke, a 20-year-old 
Liverpool reserve grade 
midfielder-cum-left back 
who has his sights set on 
Australia. 


Paul and his mate, 
Martin Cummings, 21, 
who steps straight out of 
the striker position with 
Everton reserves, have 
just been released and 


are on free transfers 
should they decide not to 
play in the UK. 


After 
much 
Bicentenary on British 
TV, the pair made their 
minds up that Down 
Under was where their 
future lay. 


watching so 
of Australia’s 


Paul immediately 
approached Craig John- 
ston to learn as much as 
possible about the Soccer 
scene in Australia. On 
discovering that the new 
season has just kicked 
off, he and Martin ex- 
pressed a wish to be put in 
contact with Aussie 
clubs. 


The pertinent details 
of the pair are: Paul 
Clarke: Height 5ft 10in. 
Weight 11st 3lb, Age 20, 
Position: left back, ‘left 
midfield. Teams: Kirby 
Schoolboys under 14-15. 
Signed as apprentice with 
Liverpool 1984-86. 
Signed as a professional 
1986-87. Appearances: 
Two seasons in youth 
team and twenty seven 


reserve team  appear- 
ances. 
Martin Cummings: 


Height Sft 6in Weight 9st 
4lb. Position: centre-for- 


ward, right midfield. 
Teams: Liverpool 
Schoolboys under 14- 


15s, Merseyside under- 
15. Signed part-time pro 
for Everton 1983-86 
while qualifying as a 
bricklayer. | Completed 
training and signed full- 
time for Everton 1986-87 
making 21 reserve team 
appearances. 


ASW has additional 
details on the pair. 
— NEIL JAMESON 


JOE PALATSIDES 


PLAYER 
PROFILE 


NAME: Joseph Palatsides 
BIRTH DATE: 2.7.65/Malvern, Vic 
HEIGHT and WEIGHT: 5'11'/12 stone 
MARRIED: No 
HOME: Ashwood, Vic. 
CAR: Mazda 121 
NICKNAME: ‘Pala’ 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: South Melb. juniors and Port 
Melbourne 
OCCUPATION: Advertising Rep. 
FAVOURITE PLAYER: Mike Petersen, Peter 
Tsolakis and Mehmet Durakovic 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: Tennis, cricket a 
golf 
FAVOURITE GROUND: Olympic Park 
HOLIDAY RESORT: Gold Coast 
MUSIC; Top 40 
FAVOURITE POSITION: Striker 
ACTOR/ESS: Eddie Murphy/Demi Moore 
MOVIE: Stake Out 
TV SHOW: Moonlighting 
DISH: Pasta 
DRINK: Southern Comfort and Coke 
LIKES: Women and going out 
DISLIKES: Bad referees and injuries 
INTERNATIONAL GAMES: Nil 
MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: Playing Roma in 
Italy and the 1985 Dockerty Cup quarter finals 
agianst Sunshine George Cross. That day we we 
down to ten men and | came on as a sub. and 
managed to set up two goals and score one. 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Only making tw 
appearances as a substitute in the 1985 
championship winning season. 
WORST INJURY: Groin 
MOST PROMISING TEAMMATE: Mehmet 
Durakovic 
HARDEST OPPONENT: George Hannah of 
Melbourne Croatia 
FAVOURITE ALL TIME PLAYERS: Glenn Hod 
Diego Maradona and Gary Lineker 
BOOT TYPE: Puma. 
BEST WORLD XI: Banks, Josimar, Cabrini, 
Beckenbauer, Moore, Hoddle, Maradona, Platir 
Lineker, Domazos and Rummenigge. 
AMBITIONS FOR 88: To score plenty of goals 
winning Juventus team. 
LONG TERM AMBITIONS: I'd like to go as far: 
my Soccer career allows and in the long term 
become a Physical Education teacher. 


WALLY SAVOR 


— Score a Million 
with the E 


THE QUIET 


SOCCEROO 
ACHIEVER 


At right: Waily 
Savor moves the 
Sydney Croatia 
machine for- 
ward in a match 
against Marconi. 
Savor has skip- 
pered the club 
already and his 
game has gone 
on in leaps, 
and bounds. 


ASK anyone to name Australia’s best three 
performers in any international and it is un- 
likely the Winfield Socceroos “quiet achiev- 
er,” the players’ player and one of Frank 
Arok’s Mr Consistents, Wally Savor will ever 


rate a mention. 


Former Socceroo 
skipper JOHHNY 
WARREN tells it all as + 
he sees it in his ASW 
column 


For the 28 year old 
Sydney Croatia defender 
is that type of player . . . 
the BP man .. . the quiet 
achiever of our national 
team. 

Without any fuss, sel- 
dom a foul, but certainly 
effective, Savor now with 
28 internationals under 
his belt is one of Austra- 
lia’s best. 

You can judge Wally’s 
effectiveness as a class 
defender by the value his 
direct opponent contri- 
butes to a match. 

Seldom do they contri- 
bute much such is the 
growing stature of Savor 
as a defender of world 
class. 

“He takes pride in de- 


fending,” says Socceroo 
assistant coach Eddie 
Thomson. 

“Tt is unusual nowa- 
days ... fullbacks want 
to get involved in attack- 
ing and forget their de- 
fensive duties.” 

“Not Wally.” 

“Very few opponents 
get any change out of 
him, he’s the Socceroos 
Mr Consistent who is 
totally dedicated to per- 
fecting his role,” says 
Thomson. 

Born in Italy just out- 
side Maradona’s Napoli, 
Wally came to Australia 
with his Croatian parents 
as a nine month old baby. 

Although his dad play- 
ed in Italy his footballing 
days were over from the 
time he arrived in Aus- 
tralia and was faced with 
carving a future out of his 
new homeland for his 


young family. 
Tt was as an attacker 
that Savor’s formative 


years were spent in the 
Canterbury district with 


the Marrickville Red 
Devils. 
Unlike most  Aus- 


tralian kids Wally was a 
late starter. 

“T didn’t start playing 
with a junior club till I 
was 11 years old, 
although I was always in- 
volved with football at 
school kicking the ball 
around in pick up 
games,” he noted. 


Late Starter 


Again unlike many of 


.» 
our top play- 
ers,representative  hon- 


ours eluded Wally in his 
junior days. 

In fact it has been a 
matter of his first rep. 
honours coming through 
the national team. 


Great Sydney deal for Socceroos 


A plug for the splendid new Sydney Football Stadium. 

Current and former Socceroo players are probably unaware that 
there are special life membership rates to players who have repre- 
sented Australia, at any sport, both here and overseas. 

Normal Gold Membership, membership incidentally which may 
be bequeathed to the person of your choice upon death, is $5000 
per member plus another $5000 for a guest. 

Former internationals may join for $1000 plus $1000 for the guest. 

Fitness clubs, swimming pools, tennis courts, restaurants, special 
reserved seating, special members car parking area for life. 

Plus of course all the sporting and entertaining events free of 


charge. 


Frank Farina, John Kosmina, John Watkiss and myself are some of 
the former current players to take advantage of this great offer. 
I mention it here merely to alert other Socceroos to the benefits. 


“Because I kicked off 
late I was miles behind 
the other kids in terms of 
skill and was never consi- 
dered for the Canterbury 
under age rep teams,” 
says Savor of those early 
days. 

Irrespective it all 
hasn’t done Wally any 
harm. 

Perhaps the late start 
made him work that little 
bit harder to catch up — a 
positive training habit he 
carries through even to- 
day with his club Sydney 


Croatia and the Soc- 
ceroos. 
“He works on his 


game” says Eddie Thom- 
son. “He’s totally dedi- 
cated always doing that 
bit extra.” 

A look at any Socceroo 
training session is adequ- 
ate proof of Savor putting 
those extra efforts into 
his game. 

From the Red Devils 
of Marrickville Savor 


Gres 


& 
went straight to Sydney 
Croatia’s third team as a 
14 year old and, except 
for a season with Atti 
Abonyi at Riverwood, is 
still there. 

He made his State 
League debut with Syd- 
ney Croatia as an 18 year 
old and as an attacker. 

Like many before him 
Savor is the classic exam- 
ple of a former forward 
becoming a first class in- 
ternational fullback — 
George Harris, Bobby 
Hogg, Harry W* ‘ams 
and his current fullback 
partner Graham  Jen- 
nings. 

Savor in fact was play- 
ing in the midfield with 
Sydney Craotia when 
Frnak Arok first threw 
him into the national 
team as a defender. 

“Alan Davidson had 
gone to England leaving 
a problem at right full- 
back,” says Arok, recall- 
ing the choice of Savor 


AUSTRALIAN SO 


for the number 2 shirt in 
the national team. 


His first match was a 
against China for the 
Ampol Cup in Beijing.” 

“We lost 2-3 and Wally 
did not have the best of 
games in his new posi- 
tion”. 

It was to be some time 
before Arok re-installed 
Savor to national team 
duty and he hasn’t regret- 
ted the move. 


“We had to reorganise 
the team after the 
Czechoslovakia matches 
and Wally has been a reg- 
ular ever since,” says 
Arok. 

“He is the best of mar- 
kers ... a marker who 
can also play which is 
obviously a carry over 
from his days spent as an 
attacker and a mid- 
fielder. 

“He is also a clean de- 
fender, seldom giving 
free kicks in 


away 


dangerous situations. 

“He contributes to the 
attack with his quality 
passing in build up situa- 
tions.” 

A place at the Olympic 
finals in Seoul is obvious- 
ly taking all the attention 
of Savor .. . “it’s a thrill 
to watch the Olympics on 
television let alone have 
the chance to partici- 
pate,” is a fair summing 
up from Savor. 

“In the meantime its a 
matter — like many of his 
Socceroo team mates — 
of grabbing work with his 
father-in-law’s _ building 
business in between Soc- 
ceroo camps, tours, 
matches, Sydney Croatia 
matches and training. 

Wally and wife Mirna 
have to children — son 
Joseph 2 and daughter 
Dijana five weeks. 

They live at Hurstville 
— a street away from 
national team boss Frank 
Arok. : 


Remember, only 
Lotto gives you 
a chance at a 
million every 
time you play. 
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been sounded out by 
England’s Chelsea peo- 
ple. But things are too 
early to say anything yet. 
“It would be great to 
play in England but now 
there is solid talk about 
Johan Cruyff coming 
soon to Feyenoord”. 
ASW: What have been 


Youth team back in 1981. _ the back”. D.M.: “Very impor- 
“Others have been for ASW: Are youin touch tant. In fact I am grateful 
Australia in the World with Australian Soccer to Frank Arok and the 
Cup elimination matches over there. ASF for trying hard to 
against Scotland at “D.M.: All the time. bring me back here for 
Hampden Park and back My Dad sends me over the Green and Gold”. 
here in Melbourne. They ASW and other clip- 
meant a lot tome”. pings. ASW: What major 
ASW: What have you | ASW: How important differences have you 
been doing with all your is it to you playing for found in the national 


From previous page 


ASW: Your wife Adel 
is expecting your first 
baby. When is it due? 

D.M.: “Some time in 
July” 

‘ASW: How have you 
found standards in Aus- 
tralia as far as players are 


concerned. some of your most earnings from Europe? Australia? team from the last time in 
D.M.: “Vastly im- D.M.: “I’ve been in- - 1985? 
: ish vesting much of it in oe 
paved JP Se ‘it Tn bonds over in Scotland. I D.M.: “A much cyoun- 
Europe ‘ve bought a 190E ger and faster squad”. 


Mecedes_ Benz plus a 


German Opel Cadet”. ASW: Will you find it 


“Fe ‘ample the likes 
‘or examp! hard to adjust to your 


of Frank Farina, Oscar 


Glasgow Rangers 


Crino and Jeff Olver can years”. ere yon Sean i new National players? 

all play over there and ASW: Have you been memorable matches you Holland? D.M. “Not at all. Most 

more than hold their approached by other have played in ? D.M.: “It’s a mixture of them I know well from 

own”. clubs recently — with D.M.: “Quite a few of German and Scottish. the World Youth and 
ASW: How much lon- Store ee a = scaly, meee They play the long ball NSE gcinb sides I have 
er are you signed for b: -M: “Well yes. Just a = “The it of course when necessary but the’ layed with or against. 

the Dutch? ee ” few weeks ago I have Eintracht Frankfurt — was for Australia in the also build up Aeat aan Napoleon at au 


PHESTON 


Don’t miss the clash of these two giant clubs SO Cee chns 


~ ys 


THIS SUNDAY AT CONNOR RESERVE 2.30PM = 
PRESTON MAKEDONIA 


versus 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


cease COVERED TERRACE ... AMPLE PARKING 


: s! a you pes to 
Soccer Fans: mre. 


ANSWER YOUR 
SOCCER ARGUMENTS . 


i NO matter whether you are interested 
in all Soccer, or your own section of it, 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER ANNUAL has your 


area well and truly covered. 


Ww EVERY NSL club has its own sector, and 
bright news is there on every State and 


CVeERE. =. 
——_o0o0— 


What all Soccer followers have been 
waiting for, the Australian Soccer Annual, 
is now available at your newsagent. . . Ask 


for itby name. 
Secure your 


We've got the Soccer Scene covered. DON'T MISS OUT! copy now 


bee 
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Big Mitch 
has done 
us proud 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


HE was just 21 years old, quiet but with a 
restless ambition to play Soccer in Europe 


with the big fellas. 


Unknown and without any contacts to 
open doors for him in the super-tough ranks 
of fulltime professional Soccer, the young 
gangling blond striker slung a pair of boots 
over his shoulders and set of for Scotland. 


We are talking about 
none other than Austra- 
lia’s 1981 World Youth 
Championship __ striker, 
David Mitchell. 

A player who rarely 
talks but goes about his 
job with silent efficiency. 

Over the last four 
years, David has graced 
the fields of Scotland, 
Germany and now Hol- 
land, playing for Glas- 
gow Rangers, Eintracht 
Frankfurt and _ triple 
European Cup cham- 
pions, Feyenoord. 

But recently, _his 
mother country called 
upon one of her favourite 
sons for help to qualify in 
the Olympic Games next 
September in Korea. 

Australia needed 
Mitchell. 

Coach Frank Arok 
needed Mitchell. 

The moment Austra- 
lia’s call hit Holland, the 


globe-trotting _ Mitchell 
did not falter. 
Arok, knowing he 


would be faced by very 
tough opposition from 
New Zealand and Israel 
especially, needed a 
tough player with Euro- 
pean experience to help 
spearhead Australia’s 
attack. 

The automatic answer 


of course, was the 
unyielding and 
courageous David 
Mitchell. 


“Mitch has that special 
tough mentality we need 
to break down tight de- 
fences. 

“Playing in Holland, 
has polished him into an 
extremely fine player. 

“I won’t forget the 
marvelous job Mitch did 
for Australia and me 


JOSIP BISKIC 
(M. Croatia) 
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against Israel and Scot- 
land in our last World 
Cup elimination matches 
in 1985. 

“He helped take off 


enormous pressure off 
our captain, John 
Kosmina. 


“Yes I'm real glad to 


have Mitch back on 
board,”’the National 
boss told us. 

World Youth 


Who will forget Big 
Mitch back in 1981 when 
he battled so magni- 
ficently for Australia as a 
strapping 19 year-old 
striker against World 
Champions Argentina in 
the World Youth 
Championship _ Finals 
staged in Australia. 

It was October 3 and 
Australia was first drawn 
against the champion 
Argentines at Sydney’s 
Sports Ground. 

Mission impossible. 

But Mitchell ploughed 
into the Argentines from 
kick-off with lion- 
hearted courage. 

After 90 minutes, tele- 
xes bounced out of Syd- 
ney reading. 

“AUSTRALIA 2 
ARGENTINA 1”. 

Big Mitch was the hero 
as he spearheaded Les 


Scheinflug’s “Young 
Champions’ into the 
heart of the enemy. 


It was Mitch who in 
tha: series, set-up his fel- 
low striker, nuggety 
Mark Koussas, to top 
score in the Champion- 
ships and thus win the co- 
veted Adidas Golden 


Boot. 

Months later Mitch 
had that burning desire to 
play in Europe. 


‘i 


DAVID MITCHELL, doing Australia proud. Here he does his best to prevent a New Zealand attack 


Off he went to try his 
luck with giant Scottish 
outfit Glasgow Rangers. 

After many months of 
sheer determination, 
battling understandable 
rejection from Scottish 
players in the reserve 
side, Mitchell gained a 
permanent spot. 

In 1984, an injury toa 
first team player occur- 
red and the arrogant 
taskmaster, Jock Wal- 
lace, called up Mitchell 
into the first team to 
make his debut in an 
away match, 

Rangers were strug- 
gling and had gone with 
few victories. 

Their opponent for the 
day was Queen Of the 
South. 

But Big Mitch with his 
big heart was not over- 
awed by the occasion. 

In typical fashion, he 
put his head down and 
charged into the enemy 
lines. 

The result was a pleas- 
ing 4-1 victory to ‘Gers 
with the kid from Ade- 
laide setting up a goal and 
scoring one himself. 


during a World Cup qualifier. 


The following year, 
Rangers made it to the 


final of the Scottish 
League Cup. 
Mitchell again _ per- 


formed heroic deeds that 
afternoon to lift Rangers 
to a 1-0 victory over Dun- 
dee United. 

After two years with 
Rangers, David Mitchell 
decided to return home 
for a short period of time. 

He was snapped up im- 
mediately by Sydney 
City, who were only to 
happy to have him back. 

So was Sydney City’s 
ace striker, John 
Kosmina. 

Kosmina’s partner in 
crime was back and the 
dynamic duo of the NSL 
had been re-united. 

At the end of the sea- 
son, Mitch got itchy feet 
again for Europe. 

This time it was de- 
stination Germany 
where he signed up for 
Eintracht Frankfurt. 

Again Mitchell did 
well in the rugged Ger- 
man League, scoring 
goals and setting up even 
more. 


But soon he attracted 
attention from Holland. 

In 1986 Eintracht had 
three foreign players on 
their playing staff and the 
League only allowed two 


per club. 
So Mitch decided to 
take up  Feyenoord’s 


offer. 

Feyenoord paid the 
German club $370,000 
for him. 

“In Holland I have two 
wingers playing forward 
of me and I provide the 
link between the midfield 
and the _ strike-line,” 
David told us. 

“T have learnt to speak 
German which _has 
helped me a lot with the 
Dutch language as well. 

“In 22 matches I have 
knocked in 13 goals so 
far.” 

Last Thursday after- 
noon, just before Mitch 
took off with the Austra- 
lian squad for New Zea- 
land, we managed to get a 
short chat with the blond 
warrior at  Sydney’s 
Travelodge Motel at 
Camperdown where the 
Australian team had set 


at OLYMPIC PARK 2.30PM 


YOUTH GAME 12.15PM 


up camp. 

But we also spoke to 
Australia’s rugged cen- 
tre-back Gary McDo- 
wall, who spoke well of 
Mitchell. 


“Mitch is a_ great 
player. 

“He is big and strong 
and very mobile. 

“He constantly bustles 
his way through de- 
fences, tearing them 


apart and creates gaps in 
the box. We’re glad to 
have the guy with us” 
McDowall told ASW. 


Getting away 

ASW to David Mitch- 
ell: What problems if 
any, did you have getting 
away from Holland to 
come here to play for 
Australia? 


DM: “None really. We 
arranged that I play only 
in the seond half of the 
Olympic series. But it 
would have been almost 
impossible to have gotten 
away for the first three 
matches played here. 

“To do that meant that 
I would have had to miss 
at least four League 


games for Feyenoord 
which was unaccepatable 
to them. 

ASW: How many goals 
have you scored for 
Feyenoord? 

D.M.: “In 22 League 
games I have collected 
13°72 

ASW: We heard you 


are carrying a_ hip 
injury? 

D.M.: “It’s just a 
knock. I collided with the 
goalkeeper from VVV 
two weeks ago”. 

ASW: How is 
Feyenoord doing in the 
League? 


D.M.: “We are coming 
third with a game in 
hand. 

“We are also in the 
quater-finals of the 
Dutch Cup”. 

ASW: Did you enjoy 
your stint in Germany? 

D.M.: “Very much so. 
It is all good experience. 

“But I had to leave 
them as they were 
allowed only two foriegn 
players per club. Ein- 
tracht had three”. 


Story is continued 
over > 


GEORGE HANNAH 
(M.Croatia) 


’ 


Many Wollongong City 
supporters were angry 
with the decision to play 
their team’s game against 
Sydney Olympic at 7.30 
on Sunday night. 

In what was the first 
club match played at the 
new Sydney Football Sta- 
dium, Wollongong 
brought only half the 
number of fans they could 
have expected with a 3pm 
kick-off. 

“Imagine the NSW 
Rugby League arranging 
for Eastern Suburbs to 
play St George on Sunday 
night at 7.30 — it just 
wouldn’t happen,” one 
Wolves’ fan said. 

“It would have bene 
bad enough for two Syd- 
ney teams to be playing at 
such a strange time, but it 
was really ridiculous to 
involve Wollongong. 

“The club has many 
family groups who follow 
the team but they didn’t 
make the trip to Sydney 
because the kids wouldn’t 
have arrived home until 
after 11pm with school on 
the next day. 

“What a terrible way 
to promote the sport.” 

Tee 


QUOTABLE QUOTE 
... from the Sydney 
Morning Herald’s Ian 
Cockerill, who is sitting 
in as the SMH Soccer 
writter whilst his brother 
Michael on an overseas 
trip. “Australia got the 
match, Frank Arok got 
his six points and New 
Zealand coach Kevin got 
the pip. . .” 


Chit Chat... 


DAVID MITCHELL, 
Australia’s ‘Dutch’ im- 
port, is expected to be- 
come a father in July 
sometime, 

His lovely wife, (for- 
mer Travelodge __re- 
ceptionist) Adel, feels it 
will be a little girl. 

David on the other 
hand says it will be a boy 
and probably a left-foo- 
ter to give him some de- 
cent crosses into the box. 


kk 
Bugsy Nyskohus is 
“dead” but won't lie 
down. 


The veteran Adelaide 
captain and sweeper has 
come up as one of the 
team’s best players after 
having to leave the field 
twice in previous 
matches. 

Against Adelaide Hel- 
las in the Ampol Cup then 
South Melbourne in the 
Beach Fashions Cup he 
limped off with ham- 
string problems. 

But the following week 
he was there again to face 
Melbourne Croatia, and 
lasted the 90 minutes for 
City’s first win of the 1988 
season. 


kkk 


A Melbourne club which 
has been negotiating with 
a Scot could be scooped 
by Adelaide Hellas. 

It is believed he has 
already signed a con- 
tract, but has still to_be 
approved by the Im- 
migration Department. 


MARCONI supporters all breathed a huge sigh of 
telief last week when their star forward Frank Farina 
signed up for two more years at Bossley Park. 

However the young Socceroo claims the door is still 
open for him, when he wishes to make the move to 


Europe. 


Already he has been linked with Belgian club 
Anderlecht — ironically where Eddie Krncevic, a for- 
mer Marconi hero, is already setting the world on fire. 


FRANK FARINA puts Marconi at ease by signing 
for two more years. Photo by Michael Jones. 


The exclusive choice of 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 
NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE and 
ENGLISH and SCOTTISH LEAGUES 


DAVID MITCHELL pictured with his lovely wife Adel on their return to Australia. 


ATTI ABONYI, acting St 
George coach, is con- 
vinced that young 
goalkeeper George 
Bouhoutsos has a big 
future. 

“You can’t hold it 
against him that he was a 
little nervy in playing in 
the National League for 
the first time. Really 
there was very little he 
could be faulted over,” 
the ex-Socceroo great 
said. 

kkk 


EDDIE THOMSON, 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC’S 
coach, had a couple of 
good things to say about 
his team before he left for 
New Zealand with the 
Australian squad. 

The hard to please 
taskmaster told us: “In 
my 11 years in Australia 
as a player and coach, my 
side is easily the youngest 
and fastest I’ve come 
across in all the first 
grades sides I’ve played 
for and coached here. 

“But at the same time 
— which is worrisome — 
it naturally is also the 
most inexperienced”. 


kkk 


SYDNEY CROATIA has 
big things on the way. 
Apart from the strength 
of their team and unrival- 
led following, the first 
earthworks are under 
way for $2 million worth 
of ground renovations. 


Jim Patikas and David Mitchell are certainly no stran- 
gers when it comes to playing football together. They 
were in the 1981 Young Socceroo team which did so 
well in the World Youth Championship in Australia. 
In addition they both appeared for Sydney City in the 


NSL. 


kkk 


Wollongong City’s announcement of further guest 
stars has had the NSW South Coast buzzing with excite- 


ment. Glenn Hoddle and 


Mark Hughes, both with 


Monaco in the French League, and Manchester Un- 
ited’s Norman Whiteside should keep the turnstiles 
clicking. Speaking of turnstiles, the club committee 


must be congratulated on 
work to set them up. 


ROBERT HOOKER 
was pulled out of the Soc- 
ceroo Olympic Games 
squad when regular left- 
back Graham Jennings 
threw off the effect of his 
virus. Disappointing for 
the youngster no doubt, 
but Sydney Olympic was 
the winner, gaining his 
services for Soccer’s 
opening club game at the 
Sydney Football Stadium 
against Wollongong City 


on Sunday night. 
kke 
Popular Queensland 


striker Mark Brusasco, 
the son of QSF president 
Ian Brusasco, last week 
announced his engage- 
ment to his longtime 
girlfriend, Veronica. The 
pair, both school 
teachers, are yet to 
announce a wedding date 
but knowing the big 
Coalstars striker, a very 
careful consideration of 
the Soccer calendar will 
be made before plans are 
finalised. 


A GOAL in the FA Cup quarter final against Manches- 
ter City following setting up one in Liverpool’s 1-0 win 
over Queen’s Park Rangers was a great come-back to 
football from Craig Johnston. He has been waiting for 
his chance to break into the side after getting over a 


knee injury. 


Alan Brazil, on his first trip to Wollongong, com- 
mented that he was only sorry that he wouldn’t have 
the chance to play against Sydney Olympic in the first 
club Soccer match on the Sydney Football Stadium. 
Lo and behold, the club was able to regain his services 
and bring him back for that very game. 


STE 
SPOTS Tatts 


carrying out the building 


Talented Irish defender 
Colm Phillips, a stopper 
or sweeper with Bray 
Wanders, wants to play in 
Australia. Phillips con- 
tacted Brisbane City’s 
Irish striker Kieran 
Cooper last week and 
asked the possibilities of 
securing a sponsoring 
club. “He is a very, very 
good player. I hope he 
doesn’t get into any team I 
have to play against be- 
cause he would be very 
difficult to get past,” 
Cooper said of Phillips. 
The 29-year-old Irish- 
man can be contacted 
through Cooper on (07) 
368 2117. 
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Chris Manou, the former 
NSL player with Ade- 
laide Hellas, is deter- 
mined to stay in Melbou- 
te, even if it means play- 
ing with a State League 
team. 

The big all-rounder — 
midfield or back four — 
has had unsuccessful 
talks with Footscray and 
Melbourne Croatia. 

However, he has been 
strongly recommended 
to South Melbourne. 

If this fails he says he 
will play for any State 
League senior club. 

“T want to stay in Mel- 
bourne, and if it means 
waiting a season to find a 
new National League 
club I will wait,” he said. 


FOR THOSE WHO 
TAKE THEIR SPORT 
SERIOUSLY 


The Canberra City Grif- 
fins supporters club was 
re-formed with Bert Kret 
elected chairman, Ray 
Mortis secretary, Bob 
Tuckwell treasurer and 
Noreen Ainley; Pam 
Wood, and George Vela- 
nis committee members. 

The club swung into 
action at once, organis- 
ing a membership drive 
for the game with Rock- 
dale Ilinden and an after- 
match function for play- 
ers and supporters at the 
Belconnen Bowling 
Club, a 100m walk away 
from Hawker Oval. 
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ANDY PASCHALIDIS, 
the popular SBS-TV Soc- 
cer personality who has 
been running his butt off 
recently giving the Soc- 
ceroos great 
with his ‘colour pieces’ 
for SBS, was the target of 
a practical joke. 

Two unnamed national 
players, recently broke 
into Andy’s room at a 


Travelodge and gave it a 
‘working over’. 


The two ‘mystery’ 
players are a striker and a 
defender. 

Maybe they won’t be 
appearing in personal 
pieces again on SBS-TV. 
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Sydney Olympic could 
start putting a real score 
together soon, according 
to club coach Eddie 
Thomson. He puts no 
emphasis on the point 
that the team only netted 
once from three league 
games and one cup-tie. 
That totalled 390 minutes 
football, but prior to that 
Olympic collected _ six 
goals and conceded two 
in their opening three 
NSL games. 


MunripLe* 


exposure ' 


Wollongong City have 
offered to play a testimo- 
nial game for an Illawar- 
ra player badly injured in 
a recent trial match. 
Corrimal’s Doug 
Seymour suffered a badly 
broken leg, had to have 
skin grafts and will be on 
crutches for six months 


after the accident. 
By coincidence, 
Wolves’ coach John 


Fleming met Seymour 
while he was visiting his 


own striker, Robert 
Giraldi, at the Pacific Pri- 
vate Hospital. 


“I didn’t know at the 
time but Seymour was 
also in the same hospital 
and I went to have a chat 
with him,” Fleming said. 

“His break was really 
bad and he was in a lot of 
pain. 

“He is obviously going 
to miss a lot of work so we 
will become involved in 
any testimonial match his 
club can arrange. 

“Maybe the Wolves 
can play an Illawarra rep- 
resentative team later in 
the season.” 
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Those swashbuckling 
players who love to para- 
de with their shins bare, 
may soon have to don 
shinguards — whether 
they like them or not. 

That’s the word from 
Dr Sahu Kahn the FIFA 
inspector from Fiji who is 
travelling around with 
the Oceania Olympic 
Games teams. 

While FIFA has 
announced players 
would wear shinguards as 
a protection _ against 
AIDS, the rule is not yet 
law. 

“I know about the 
shinguards rule and I 
don’t doubt it will come 
in eventually as a firm 
directive,” said Dr Sahu 
Kahn. 

“But like all FIFA laws 
a time of voluntary 
adjustment is given, so 
we not been given a firm 
directive at this stage. 
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BRISBANE Lions’ horrifying run of injuries in 
their return season to the National League 
seem to be continuing. 

The latest to be affected is powerhouse striker Grant 
Lightbown, who has a worrying shoulder injury. 
Lightbown has received conflicting medical opinion on 
the injury which has left him in a quandary whether to 
play on or have an operation. 

Lightbown first dislocated his shoulder against Syd- 
ney Olympic and missed Lions’ next home game 
against Sydney Croatia. The injury was diagnosed as a 
partial dislocation and one specialist told the big striker 
he would be out for only a fortnight. 

But another recommended a shoulder pinning 
operation and warned Lightbown risked serious and 
possible permanent damage if he fell on the shoulder 
again. 

Swelling around the injury has subsided and move- 
ment is returning and Lightbown last week pleaded 
with Lions coach Juan Cutillas to be selected. But with 
Lightbown such an important player in the Lions side, 


GREG RUSSELL surveys the scene up north in 
Queensland. 


A gamble by XXXX League club Mount 
Gravatt looks set to pay off. 

The Hawks were the first clubs to react to an appeal 
by former Brisbane Soccer brothers Simon and Gary 
Ireland for assistance with their airfares back from 
England. 


The pair had been playing Indoor Soccer in the 
United States, but more recently had been working as 
assistant coaches with Wilf Coever. 

Mount Gravatt coach Ian Stelle, remembering 
Simon particular as being a very skilful player in the 
Lions reserves when the brothers played in Brisbane 
five years ago, encourage his club to sign the pair. 

Both started in Mount Gravatt’s opening XXXX 
League fixture and Simon starred. He netted a goal 
and was desperately unlucky to have another disal- 
lowed in the Hawks 2-2 draw with North Star. 

Simon showed clever skills and strong running in the 
penalty box that surely must have impressed Queens- 
land coach Bruce Stowell, who was among the specta- 
tors. 

And surprisingly, Simon started the match with cut 
feet after jumping onto a rock while swimming on the 
Gold Coast the previous day. 

“We never really gave Simon a chance to play in the 
first half because the service forward was poor. But 
after the break we began to play balls into his feet and 
didn’t he go well?,” said Steele. 

Gary had a slower start but looks a strong player 
who may even go better in the defence. The brothers 
are keen to hit some form in a bid to be selected in the 
Queensland team for the tour of Fijiin May. 


Mount Gravatt could easily have taken the full 
_ points from the game. In addition to Ireland’s disal- 
lowed goal, which was correctly ruled offside but a 
shame in that the build-up was a series of brilliant short 
passes, Mount Gravatt were denied another in the 
final minute. 


Striker Tom McGregor took a pass, screened the 
ball and then turned and hit an unstoppable shot, but 
referee Barry Power ruled MCGregor had obstructed 
during his turn. Another referee on another day may 
have given the goal. 


The QSF is proudly sponsored by ... 
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Catillas was in two minds whether to risk his star. 

“We will send Grant to another specialist this week 
in a bid to discover what is really the best course of 
action,” Cutillas said. 

Lions already have lost midfielder Kirsopp for the 
rest of the season. Kirsopp, bought for $12,500 off 
XXXX League club Mount Gravatt this season, will 
undergo major knee reconstruction surgery. He 
twisted the knee when he came on as a substitute for the 
last 20 minutes in the Olympic game. 

The third player to be ed by injury this year is 
Lions youngster David be aa ahie versatility 
would have him an ideal player given the other injuries 
in the squad. 

But after beating an early season knee injury, 
Hunter strain a ing muscle in his first full game 
back in the —e E 

“Tt’s seems to be one injury problem after another. 
We're just keeping our fingers crossed now that we 
have had our share and it will be a clear run ahead,” 


said Lions secretary Lawrence Oudendyk. 


_Cheetha’s 
Brisbane 


| selection 


FIJIAN international 
midfielder Cheetha 
Vosuga has taken 
his first step to- 
wards playing for 
Queensland by 
being selected in the 
Brisbane team for 
the intercity series 
which starts later 
this month. 

Vosuga, who last year 
played for Fiji against the 
Maroons, has stated he 
wants to play for Queens- 
land this season against 
his fellow countrymen. 

The matches against 
Brisbane, Ipswich and 
the Gold Coast will be 
used by state coach Bruce 
Stowell as selection trials 
before he announces a 
15-man squad to tour Fiji 
and play their National 
team in three tests in 
May. 

Vosuga was the only 
Olympic United player in 
Bland’s Brisbane squad, 
despite the team reach- 
ing the final of the XXXX 
pre-season tournament 
— which was the official 
selection period. And 
North Star, which beat 
Olympic 2-0 in the final, 
gained only two players 
in the squad. 

The squad is domin- 
ated by players from 
Brisbane City and Easts. 
Easts played four games 
in the pre-season tourna- 
ment, bowing out in the 
semis, while City played 
just three, being knocked 
out in the quarters. 

The Brisbane squad is: 
Wayne Evans, Noel 
Greenhalgh, Andrew 
Chapman, Kieran Coop- 
er, Ibro Cahut (Brisbane 
City), Craig Collins, 

Wayne Corbett, Steinn 
Grodum, Billy McDer- 
mott (Easts), Damien 
Butler, Michael Mulvey 
(Mt Gravatt), Brett Beves 


(Brisbane Croatia), 
Vosuga (Olympic 
United). 


Williamson, 33, is the 
oldest player in the side 
while 17-year-old Collins 
is the youngest, and be- 
lieved to be the youngest 
ever player to wear the 
Brisbane colours — and 
certainly since the in- 
tercity series was revived 
four years ago. 

Collins is a former 
Townsville player and a 


member of past Queens- 
Jand under 16 and under 
18 squads. He is in his 
first year in Brisbane. 
Only Mulvey and 
Cooper remain from last 
year’s Brisbane squad, 
which beat Ipswich 3-2 — 
but that was to be ex- 
pected as the eight Lions 
players which dominated 
last year’s squad were not 
eligible for selection this 
season because of their 
involvement in the 
National League. It is 
Mulvey’s third consecu- 
tive Brisbane selection. 
Two. other players in 
this year’s squad have re- 
pped for Brisbane in the 
past. Buchanan and 
Beves were members of 
the 1985 squad, while 
Buchanan was also pick- 
ed in 1986. Butler was a 
member of the 1985 and 
86 Ipswich squads. 


JIM McDONAGH 


Unlucky omissions 
from the Brisbane squad 
include North Star’s mid- 
fielders Ross and Ken 
Swan and Gerry Lindsay 
and striker Jim McDo- 
nagh, former Socceroo 
defender Steve Perry and 
Olympic pair Mick Cer- 
neka and Stephen 
Glockner. 

Although having no in- 
put to the selection of the 
squad, Stowell described 
the Brisbane team as “in- 
teresting”’. 

“It will give me an 
opportunity to see play- 
ers doing jobs in posi- 
tions other than those 
they play with their 
clubs,”’ Stowell said. 

Brisbane will play the 
Gold Coast at Southport 
on Wednesday, March 
30. The Gold Coast will 
play Ipswich a week later 
with the annual Bris- 
bane-Ipswich match later 
in the season. 
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Billy McDermott signed 


Easts dip into 
_ their pockets _ 


DONATIONS from club supporters allowed 
Eastern Suburbs to sign exciting Wynnum 
striker Billy McDermott only minutes before 
the deadline for the first round of XXXX 
League fixtures. 
McDermott, who last 
week was named in the 
Brisbane team, was one 
of three Wynnum players 
that trialled with Easts 
during the XXXX pre- 
season tournament. But 
Easts baulked on signing 
the trio when appeals set 


holidays” and has not 
been seen by the Bayside 
club. 

Melville attacked the 
QSF appeals system after 
the announcement of the 
trio’s transfer and has 
called for major changes. 

He wants the right of 


their fees collectively at the QSF management 
$12,500. McDermott, committee to rule ‘on 
the pick of the Wynnum transfer fees replaced by 
three was listed at $5000, an independent tribunal. 


“The job of the man- 
agement committee is to 
manage not to assess the 
value of players, that 
should be left up to peo- 
ple qualified in that 
area,” Melville said. 

Melville has proposed 
the tribunal consist of 
Queensland director of 
coaching Bruce Stowell 


which was unchanged 
after his appeal. 


After the appeal Easts 
president Ross Melville 
announced all plans to 
sign the Wynnum players 
had been dropped. But a 
whip-around among club 
supporters at training the 
following night collected 
$2000, and Tigers offi- 


cials moved quickly to 20ng with representa- 
secure McDermott for tives, and _ preferably 
the first fixture. coaches, from three 
His transfer was pro- other clubs not involved 
cessed by QSF office staff. the transfer dealings. 


He has also called for 


just minutes before their Ss 
the provision of. players 


office closed on the Fri- 


day before the first © have representatives 
round. conduct their cases at 
Unfortunately for  @ppeals hearings. & 

Easts, the transfer did But QSF _ executive 


director Alan Vessey de- 
fended the current sys- 
tem saying the manage- 
ment committee offered 
complete impartiality. 
“To involve club rep- 
resentatives in a transfer 
hearing, at some stage 


not herald a big win in the 
opening game and they 
were held to a shock 1-1 
draw by Grange Thistle. 


According to Melville 
the club has no further 
plans to re-open negota- 


tions for McDermott’s someone will be put in a 
former Wynnum team- very difficult position,” 
mates, striker Geoff Vessey said. 


“T can’t see why play- 


Maltby and goalkeeper 
ers need representatives 


Dave Mewburn. 


Maltby returned to because appeals are sub- 
Wynnum and played in mitted by players them- 
their opening fixture selves because they con- 
against Pine Rivers, sider their transfer fee 
while Mewburn — who too high. 
was understood to be “If they don’t know 


themselves why the fee is 


very disappointed over 
too high, then who will? 


his $2500 fee considering 
he had been bought four They certainly don’t 
years earlier for just $800 need someone _ there 
— has!.opted: to-lgo: “da holding their hand.”? -<-‘ 
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Brisbane Lions defender DAVID HUNTER. 
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Our beer. 


Anyone seeking 
goalkeepers could do a lot 
worse than look in 
Queensland. Although 


no-one is on the maret, 
there is a host of very ex- 
perienced keepers play- 


ing outside of the National 
League. 
At Lions youngster 


Jason Kearton has the 
No.1 shirt, keeping for- 
mer NSL regular and 
state goalkeeper Rob 
Farrow in the reserves. 
Former Lions NSL keep- 
er Wayne Evans is play- 
ing better than eyer at 
Brisbane City and could 


snare the Queensland 
keeping position this 
year. 


His deputy at Brisbane 
City is former state squad 
member Stu Woodruffe, 
who surely must be be- 
coming restless. Another 
former Lions NSL keeper 
Brett Beves is now at 
Croatia and his solid form 
this year has been re- 
warded with Brisbane 


squad selection. 

Yet another former 
Lions man, Nigel 
Lownds, has made a 


come-back with Roche- 
as sover, and had a su- 
pe! up game, being 
voted the man of the 
match, 


Then there’s last year’s 
state keeper Dave Gal- 
lagher at North Star while 
former Brisbane City 
keeper and Australian 
squad member Kim 
Wishart is now at Coal- 
stars. 


To cap the list, former 
great St George keeper 
Martin Coe is still play- 
ing, with Second Division 
Bardon, and is as tech- 
nically perfect as ever. He 
even saved a penalty last 
weekend, 
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A love-hate relation- 
ship with Socceroo 
striker John Kosmi- 
na from Adelaide 
has interstate offi- 
cials and fans 
baffled. 


And comments attri- 
buted to assistant natio- 
nal coach Eddie Thom- 
son in his weekly Sunday 
newspaper column over 
the incidents in Adelaide 
a during the Australia- 
Taipei match have the 
Olympic boss in hot wa- 

ter with officialdom. 


Thomson was quoted 
as saying Adelaide 
should be banned as a 
venue for internationals 
as Kosmina was jeered 
and also the Australian 
team. 


But no matter whenev- 
er Kosmina plays — and 
he is one who began his 
career in Adelaide with 
Polonia — he will be the 
target for the SA fans. 

* Tt goes back to the days 
when he played for Ade- 
laide City and Hellas as a 


Cumberland 


storms in 
BY TOM MCKAIN 


FORMER Socceroo 

Johnny Nyskohus is 

flying high again as a 

coach. 

His new club, Cumber- 
land, stormed to a 7-1 win 
over Campbelltown in tife 
opening round of the SA 
Rothmans League _las' 
week. 

And Nyskohus is poised 
to run up another convincing 
score on Saturday when the 
Foxes visit Para Hills. 

The Hills side has already 
crashed 4-0 against Polonia. 

However, the latter may 
find it harder this weekend 
when they visit Lion, who 
went to newly promoted 
Modbury and won 3-1. 

Modbury will again find it 
tough in the second round as 
they have to visit Salisbury, 
who will be smarting from 

the 2-0 defeat when they 

visited Hellas. 

The latter had beaten the 
Berries 3-1 midweek in the 
Ampol Cup final, and on 
current form Hellas are 
favourite to retain the 
League title they won last 
year when they pushed Salis- 

bury out of contention. 

This week, Hellas visit 
Beograde (Nyskohus 
coached them two years ago), 


-Kossie and Thom 


BY TOM McKAIN 


Soccer at Deakin Oval, ACT. 


lights, said he thought 
they were “superb”. 

“T have never com- 
plained about the Hind- 
marsh lights,” said Arok. 

“All I said was that 
Mike Gibson had com- 
plained that when the 
ball was crossed from the 
stand side it got lost in the 


guest when he was with 
Arsenal. 

Some fans from both 
clubs have never forgiven 
him for switching camps 
— and indeed for leaving 
the State. 


There is nothing any- 


one can do about their lights. 
opinion or antics. ‘ “Tf he is right then they 
Agreed, they are adis- may need adjusting. 


grace to the game, and to From where we sit they 

SA. have always been per- 
No matter who pulls on fect.” 

the green and gold of — Arok also said he did 

Australia we would ex- not worry about the 

pect them to be given full booing. 

support. “T've been booed and 
As regards the boos for cheered. It does not up- 


the team, it was not the set me. You can’t please 
players who were being everyone..” 

chastised, but the selec- The selection of the 
tion for that particular seven “reserves” did 


draw a mixed reaction. 


game. 

With supremo Frank But the few who criti- 
Arok naming seven ised it would have been 
newcomers from the _ the first to berate Arok if 


he had been forced to 
make four or five changes 


team which beat Israel, 
fans felt they had been 


ripped off at $15 a ticket. in New Zealand, and in- 
Arok was their target, troduced players who 

not the players. had not. had a run 
And the coach, who together. 

was quoted in another The game against 


article as criticising the Taipei was the obvious 


and Hellas again kick off Robbie Parks in doubt. 

favourites as Beograde went He had to quit at halftime 
down 4-1 to Adelaide City, last Saturday, but reserve 
the reserve side of the Natio- keeper Italo Zanatta could 
nal League outfit. not be blamed for the rout as 


City is away again at the the score was 4-1 for 
weekend when it visits Cumberland at halftime. 
Croatia (coached by Nysko- Salisbury will also be hit 
hus last year). i for this weekend. 

They were 1-0 winners Striker Tony Gasparetto, 
over Birkalla, who take off who was missed against 


for Campbelltown, who will, Hellas because of an ankle 
no doubt still be shell-shock- _ injury, will be out for at least 
ed after that mauling from two more weeks, and defen- 
the Foxes. ; der Gary Higgins has to 

And the Red Devils have serve a one-match suspen- 
problems with goalkeeper sion. 


“EASTERN Suburbs Rugby League 
Club was reeling last night from the 
horrific injury toll from Friday night's 
match against Canterbury, with two 
players out for three months, one for 
10 weeks and another for six weeks. 

Brett Papworth and Peter Gibbs both suf- 
fered double features of the arm in the reserve 
grade match and will be out for three months. 

Utility player Gary Bridge has a fractured 
ankle which puts him on the sideline for 10 
weeks and halfback Laurie Spina suffered a 
torn knee ligament. He will miss at least six 
matches.” 


CCAE versus Bulli. 


o raise the hackles 


one in which to experi- 
ment. 

There was method in 
his madness. Yellow 
cards could have flown, 
plus injuries. 

As it was regulars Alan. 
Davidson, Paul Wade, 
and Mike _ Petersen 
emerged with injuries. 

SASF chairman, Mr 
Jim Carapetis, said he 
was surprised about 
criticism concerning the 
venue. 

“Dr Sahu Kahn, the 


FIFA. inspector travell- 


ing with the teams, 
praised Hindmarsh Sta- 
dium,” said Mr 
Carapetis. 

“He said it was the best 
prepared ground in the 
series. 

“As far as the attend- 
ance of 7000-odd was 
concerned it compared 
favorably with the figures 
for Melbourne and 
Syney, considering we 
were given the most un- 
attractive games. 

“But we are happy to 
host any teams, but don’t 
expect to be criticised 
when we don’t deserve 
it.” 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA - 


Hellas will also be minus a 
player - striker George Kon- 
standopoulos whe was sent 
off along with Higgins in the 
Hindmarsh clash. 

After the Ampol series 
and the first round of the 
league Hellas are looking 
good but Cumberland, who 
did not play in the Ampol 
Cup, must be considered a 
threat along with Polonia, 
another team which did not 
make the summer competi- 
tion. 

Polonia are already look- 
ing impressive, but could be 
even better within a couple 
of weeks when their two Pol- 
ish imports arrive to start 
two-year contracts. 


WESTON Creek is 
back in the ACT first 
division after a 


year’s absence but 
new coach Jock 
Coulter does not ex- 
pect miracles. 

“Qur initial aim is to be 
competitive and establ- 
ish ourselves in division 
one,” he said. 

“We have a number of 
young and enthusiastic 
players who will have to 
lJearn a little composure 
and patience in this divi- 
sion.” 

Coulter, an expert 
when it comes to building 
on slender resources, 
took unfashionable Con- 
cordia-Canberra to with- 
in a point of an appear- 
ance in the Ampol Cup 
series last season, while 
maintaining all along that 


his team was probably ~ 


not quite good enough to 
make it. 


A realist, he is impress- 
ed by the Creek’s exten- 
sive junior set-up while 
noting that it is often the 
bigger and wealthier 
clubs in the competition 
which benefit from it. 


“It’s a bit early yet to 
say who is or who isn’t in 
the first-team squad,” he 
said. “We are still getting 
to know each other. 

“Players have been 
turning up for training 


as 


TRALIA 


a 5 i. 


John Kosmina. terrorises the New Zealand defence at the weekend. 


Macedonia — team to beat 


BY DAVID ANDREWS 


STIRLING Macedo- 
nia once again reign 


supreme. 
And once again they 
have stamped them- 


selves as the team to. beat 
in 1988. 

Last Sunday they left 
no doubt as to their right 
for pre-season favourit- 
ism with a powerful 2-1 
victory over Floreat 
Athena at Lake Monger 
Velodrome to win the 
grand final of the Emu 
Export night Soccer com- 
petition. 

All along they had 
looked the logical vic- 
tors, despite the odd hic- 
cup in the middle of the 
campaign. 

It was a campaign 
based on a league ladder 
round robin tournament 
with each of eight teams 
playing each other. 

The initial object was 


Coulter handles Weston 


By Graham Cooke 


“but the signatures are not 
on the dotted line as yet.” 
When they are,there 
could be a prominent ex- 
Concordia faction within 
the Creek. Six are likely 
to make the trip across 
from South Canberra — 
defenders David and 
Robbie Kruger and Peter 
Dahl, utility men Archie 
Wilson and Joe Montag- 
ner and front runner 
Matt Rogers. 


Once. again, Coulter is 
refusing to get excited. 
“David Kruger has a 
twisted knee, Dahl has a 
strained hamstring and 
Montagner is heavily in- 
- volved in study so it’s far 
from being a Concordia 
takeover,” he said. 

He may end up with 
much the same team as 
last season _ including 
steady goalkeeper Jim 
Beckett, the Lazzari 
brothers, Martin and 
Steven, and captain 
Robbie Graham. 


“Then there’s young 
Steve Anderson, who I 
expect to be playing just 
in behind the forward 
could be a bit of a sena- 
tion in the first division 
this season.” 

Former coach and 
leading player Bill Har- 
die has agreed to help out 
as team manager, rein- 
forcing the co-operative 
family atmosphere which 
has always been one of 


to finish in the top four 
and hopefully to win the 
minior premiership. 

There was little doubt 
Macedonia would 
accomplish both. 

In the final, Macedo- 
nia launched a powerful 
assault on Athena on a 
hot humid night with 
temperatures above the 
30 mark at kick-off time 
at 7.45pm. 

Frank Bate missed two 
good chances on the 
opening minutes, before 
he found the net in the 
30th which was followed 
three minutes later by a 
30 metre blast by midfiel- 
der Jamie McGettrick. 

So werful was the 
shot that Athena’s 
goalkeeper did not 
move. 

Within seconds Norrie 
Sutton demonstrated his 
considerable skills to skip 
through the Macedonia 
defence to pull one back 
for Athena. 

The second-half be- 


the Creek’s strengths. 

“They scored a lot of 
goals in the second divi- 
sion last season and, once 
they have settled down, 
there is no reason why 
they couldn’t score a few 
in the first,” Coulter said. 
“If the players realise 
their potential, teams 
like Concordia, Tugger- 
anong and even Juventus 
will know they have been 
in a game when they meet 
us.” 


Problem 

Second division Narra- 
bundah has withdrawn its 
teams from the ACT 
League this season, cit- 
ing administrative and 
financial problems as the 
season. 


President Jack Petit 
said the club had had a 
bad time on and off the 
field last year when it was 
relegated from the first 
division without taking a 
point and ended the sea- 
son owing the ACTSF 
$3000. 


Petit, a Narrabundah 
stalwart who had a year 
off from the club in 1987, 
was asked to take over 
again around Christmas. 

“My first priority was 
to do something about 
the debt,” he said. 

The Federation gave 
the club time to pay but 
when Petit approached 


the Spanish Club, the 


longed almost entirely to 
Athena as they struggled 
to find the strength to 
match the more powerful 
Macedonia. 

If anything Macedonia 
should have gone further 
ahéad in the second half 
only to founder against 
Athena’s desperate de- 
fence and their own panic 
in trying to finish off 
moves in tight situations. 

For Athena there was 
plenty of sympathy be- 
cause they had played 
Perth Italia in the pre- 
liminary final on the pre- 
vious Friday night in 
similar hot conditions. 

No matter how fit a 
player it is a lot to ask a 
team to front up two days 
after a tight match and 
face the strongest team 
and have the energy to 
win. 

To make matters 
worse the preliminary fi- 
nal was forced into extra 

Turn to 
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traditional backer of 
Narrabundah, he was 
told no decision could be 
made on financial sup- 
port until its February 14 
annual meeting. 

That meeting even- 
tually voted the required 
funds but by then it was 
too late to begin prepara- 
tions for the season. 

“A lot of our old play- 
ers were already training 
with other clubs,” Petit 
said. “We organised 
training sessions but on 
the first night no-one 
turned up, two came on 
the second and five on the 
third. At that stage we 
realised it was hopless.”” { 

He believed the club 
would rejoin the league 
in 1989 although he real- 
ised it would have to be in 
the lower divisions. “In 
the meantime I have 


assured the federation 
that all outstanding debts 
will be paid. 


loss — 


. 


Narrabundah’s 
means additional prob- 
lems for the second divi- 


has already withdrawn ti 
a lower division because — 
it does not have enough | 
players to figld the re- 
quired two teams. wal 
Condors, last scans 
relegated club, —_has_ 
already been re-insta 
to fill that gap. Now 
seems the division will 
operate the season with 
seyen teams and a bye. 
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North’s junior committee aim 


BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


A special meeting 
called by the North- 
ern NSW Federation 
will be held next 
Saturday at Murwil- 
lumbah. 

Delegates to the re- 
cently formed Northern 
NSW Junior and 
Amateur Committee will 
meet in the northern 
town to discuss proposals 
aimed at providing new 
directions for the clubs 
and associations located 
north of the Hunter 
Valley. 

Two of the Federa- 
tion’s youngest directors, 
Jeff Green and Graham 
Hills, will attend the 


meeting to present the 
plans that are expected to 
generate favourable re- 
sponse, 
Among 


the agenda 


items due for discussion 
are; 

The 1988 State Junior 
championships and the 
venues for the corres- 
ponding series in 1989. 

The establishment of 
Country Junior Super- 
Leagues for 1989. 

Champion of Cham- 
pions series for 1988. 

State Cup competition 
for seniors. 

Allocation of the 1989 
Under-13 National 
Junior Championship. 

Tour for Country rep- 
resentative teams in the 
Under-13 to Under-16 
age groups. 

Country Youth tour- 
nament to be held at 


Murwillumbah on 
February 25-26 1989. 
The Junior and 


Amateur Committee was 
formed as a result of the 
former Northern NSW 
Amateur Soccer Federa- 


Fryer, Flanagan 
after promotion 


THERE is no shortage of coaching talent in 
the Illawarra First Division this season. 


The standard of 
coaches stands up well to 
the coaches _ involved 
with Premier League 
clubs, particularly now 
that Robert Fryer and 
Norm Flanagan have 
dropped back a division. 


Fryer has left Premier 
League club Port Kemb- 
la in a bid to lift Aris back 
from First Division after 
they were relegated at 
the end of last season. 


He is confident he can 
achieve this but would 
still like to add one or two 
players to his squad. 

His only really major 
acquisition is Greg Egar, 
who has left Tarrawanna 
to sign with the Greek- 
backed club. 

A strong central defen- 


der, Egar is the player 
Fryer is relying on to hold 
his back four together. 
Last season, Aris had 
big problems in defence 
and conceded vital goals 
under pressure when 
chasing points that would 
have saved them from the 


big drop. 
Flanagan has joined 
Bellambi after _ parting 


company with Bulli in 
controversial _circumst- 
ances. 

It was expected some 
Bulli players would make 
the trip to Elizabeth Park 
but this hasn’t happened. 

Flanagan said he isn’t 
too worried about that. 
“IT would not have 
wanted that to happen af- 
ter the circumstances sur- 
rounding my leaving Bul- 
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tion decision to disaffili- 
ate from the Northern 
NSW Federation. 

The Northern NSW 
Federation’s Board Of 
Directors recommended 
the formation of the com- 
mittee as part of its 
attempt to repair the 
damage caused by the 
disaffiliation. 


ake 
ADRIAN ALSTON 


li,” he said. 

Bellambi have a very 
young seniors squad to 
start the season and Fla- 
nagan’s task will be a lot 
harder than he has been 
used to after five years 
with Bulli. 

Former Socceroo 
Adrian Alston and Terry 
Hurley are still together 
at Corrimal, the other 
team axed from Premier 
League last season. 

Tony McDonald, hol- 
der of an FA full badge, 
will stay on at Oak Flats 
and claims they can be 


the dark horses of the 
league this season. 
The other team 


threatening to do very 
well is Balgownie, under 
Eric Thompson. Balgow- 
nie had a very young side 
and went very close to 
promotion last season. 
With the benefit of a 
full season together, Bal- 
gownie look to have a 
great chance of finishing 
at least in the top three. 
Their form in pre-sea- 
son games has been very 
good with Richard Peil 
outstanding in the mid- 
field. — PHIL MURPHY 


y Meadow midfielder Dominic Carlo effects a sliding tackle on an 
__ Avala opponent. — Picture by courtesy Illawarra Mercury. 


Hillsborough ground 
project revived 


THE Northern NSW Federation‘s Board of Di- 
rectors has revived plans for the develop- 
ment of a Soccer complex to be located on 
nearly five hectares of land in the Hills- 
borough area near Charlestown. 


The Federation has had the land under lease from 
the Lake MacquarieCity council for several years but 
deferrred development activity in favour of acquiring 
its present headquarters situated at the Adamstown 


Sports Ground. 


Plans for the Hillsborough complex are being re- 
vised and Federation director John Sullivan, who was 
a prime mover in the land acquisition, is supervising 


the project. 


When the new plans have been completed, the 
Federation will discuss the proposal with local par- 
liamentarians and members of the Lake Macquarie 
City Council to seek support for the scheme. 


SCHOOLS U15 CUP 


Riverina in 
THE Riverina Area is 
very fortunate to have 
such a capable co-ordi- 
nator as Dave Dunn in 
their midst as he di- 
legently promotes the 
code of Soccer each 
year. 


Having served _for 
twelve years at Kooringal 
High near Wagga, Dave 
has a thorough knowledge 
of the area. He is a member 
of the science facility. 

In 1980 Dave brought 
the open Riverina side to 
Sydney for the CHS regio- 
nal championships. 

While there he learned 
about the Bill Turner Cup 
and upon returning home 
accepted the role as co- 
ordinator, a position he 
has faithfully held ever 
since. 

Following a _ meeting 
with the competition’s 
executive and Mr Terry 
Murphy of the Common- 


ILLAWARRA 
NEWS - 


good hands 


wealth Bank,which now 
sponsors the Bill Turner 
Cup, Dave informed all 
present that he expected 
an influx of entries in 1988 
from the Riverina area. 

Already he has gained a 
new helper in Ian Belgre 
from Albury North High. 
Tan will not only care for 
the schools there but is 
inviting entries from the 
Kiewa Valley and Goul- 
burn Valley in North East- 
ern Victoria. Exciting 
prospects. 


The ever smiling, un- 
flappable Dave Dunn 
played all his junior Soccer 
around the  Guilford- 
Merrylands suburbs of 
Sydney and later for Syd- 
ney University. 


Sent to Cobar, he 
helped in resurecting the 
town side which travelled a 
360 mile round trip each 
fortnight to play in the 
Dubbo competition. 

A solid defender, he up- 


Pre-season competition 


West Wallsend 
trounces 
Cessnock City 


NEXT Sunday will 
see the pre-season 
competition being 
staged at Weston 
reach the quarter- 
final stage. 

The first of the quarter- 
final fixtures will be play- 
ed between Belmont- 
Swansea United and Lake 
Macquarie City, starting 
at noon. 

in the 


Later day, 


Adamstown Rosebud will 
play Cardiff; Stockton 
meets West Wallsend and 
Weston lines-up against 
Wallsend. 


Meanwhile, West 
Wallsend found some 
goal scoring form to re- 
cord the biggest win in 
second round games play- 
ed last Sunday. 

West Wallsend 4 (Ber- 
nard Ryan 2, Michael 
Dempsey, Paul Wadding- 
ham) beat Cessnock City 
0; Weston 2 (Duncan 
Richards, Brett Mehrton) 
beat Edgeworth 1 (Peter 
Terry); Belmont-Swansea 
1 (Stephen Brown) beat 
Wallsend 0; Cardiff 1 
(David Simm) drew with 
Stockton 1 (Doug 
Elphick). 


Co-ordinator, Dave Dunn 


set the prospects of many 
an aspiring striker during 
his playing days. 

At present he is con- 


sidering taking up the 
whistle down Wagga way, 
as he already holds a re- 
ferees ticket. 


FM Italia secures Brandon Park 


FAIRY MEADOW Italia have clinched a deal 
to use the magnificent Brandon Park com- 
plex for their homes games this season. 


To complete a big 
week, they also signed 
experienced defender 
Peter Willis on loan from 
Blacktown. 


Spokesman Walter 
Chichkan told ASW his 
club are elated to have 
gained Brandon Park 
and their first game there 
will be on April 17 against 
University of NSW. 


“Apart from the fact 
we can offer our specta- 
tors more comfort and 
attract more of them, 
coach Larry Gaffney has 
been very keen to get the 
ground,” Chickan said. 


“Gaffney feels the spa- 
cious playing area will 
suit his team’s style of 
play more than Herb 
Clunas Oval. 


“We also have to be 
very aware of plans to 
change the format of the 
State League competi- 


tions next season.” 


Chichkan was_ refer- 
ring to the switch from 
three divisions to two, 
and the fact that ground 
facilities will be one of the 
major criteria for clubs 
wanting to stay in. 


“If we can retain the 
use of Brandon Park for 
next season and finish on 
top of the Second Divi- 
sion this year it would be 
a second-to-none case for 
inclusion.” 


The signing of Willis 
ends weeks of negotia- 
tion with Blacktown and 
Willis himself,and Gaff- 
ney said the former Eng- 
lish professional will be a 
great asset. 


“I don’t have too many 
experienced players in 
my squad and Willis will 
do a lot of talking for me 
at the back,” Gaffney 


WRITES PHIL MURPHY 


said. 

“My defence is doing a 
very good job but there is 
always room for an ‘old 


Robert Fryer has the ball 


head’ at the back.” 

Willis made his debut 
for Italia in Sunday’s 
game against Avala. 


“7 
— 


taken from his feet by 


Bulli goalkeeper Gio Raso during his spell with 


Aris. Fryer now wants to win his third grand 
fi . z 


I with Po: 


Weld the game 


WRITES FRANK SCICLUNA 


PERFECT Autumn weather, the first in- 
ternational played at Sydney's brand new 
Football Stadium and a vital Olympic Games 
qualifier against arch-rival New Zealand 
were not sufficient to attract more than a 
miserable crowd of 10,500 to watch the Soc- 
ceroos virtually eliminate the Kiwis from 


contention. 

If that wasn’t enough 
to tempt the fickle fans, 
Australia had just put up 
one of it’s best perform- 
ances in recent times to 
down Israel a week ear- 
lier in Melbourne. 

Jimmy Patikas was, 
making his first appear- 
ance in Sydney since his 
dramatic departure from 
Greece and the match 
was preceded by another 
international _ featuring 
Israel and Taipei. 

All the ingredients that 
should have guaranteed 
an attendance exceeding 
20,000 were there yet the 
fans still stayed away. 

When one remembers 
that a similar size crowd 
ventured out to Parra- 
matta Stadium in Janu- 
ary for a meaningless en- 
counter with Gothen- 
burg on a sweltering Sun- 
day night, something 
obviously went horribly 
wrong on this occasion. 

Without going into all 
the possible reasons for 
this debacle it would be 
remiss not to identify one 
area which must have 
affected the attendance 
substantially. 

Although the dates 
and venues for the Olym- 
pic qualifiers were fixed 
months ago, 
Amateur Federation de- 
cided to select the very 
same Sunday to schedule 


the first | competition 
round of its Youth 
League. 


Just think how pre- 
posterous the situation 
really was — 28 clubs 
each fielding four teams 
numbering well in excess 
of 2000 players, officials 
and parents participating 
in official matches all 
over Sydney while on the 
same day, the National 
team was involved in a 
crucial Olympic Games 
qualifier. 


picture are; 


TOP ROW: Left to Right; D Poles, R Bacan, 


the NSW. 


THE Dinamo Zagreb boys ha 
won the club Shield played at 
Centre. Congratulations to all the p! 


Officials of the NSW 
Amateur Federation are 
obliged to answer a very 
simple question — can 
the same farcical situa- 
tion occur with rugby 
league, union and Ausra- 
lian rules or am I just 
being naive to think not. 


Early games 


Those same officials 
made a grand gesture of 
bringing their matches 
forward one hour to 
allow kids time to get to 
the international. 

Big deal, the U/17’s 
kicked off at 1.30pm and 
would not have finished 
until around 3.15, giving 
them no chance of mak- 
ing the 3pm kick off at the 
Football Stadium on 
time. 


JIM PATIKAS (no. 13) 


With Youth League 
matches played all over 
the suburbs of Sydney, 
even the earlier games 
made it hard for kids and 
their parents to travel 
into town. 

What makes this type 
of incompetence so hard 
to stomach is the fact that 
ths was by no means a 
rare occasion. 

On the same Sunday 
afternoon on which 


around 4000 fans watch- 
ed the Socceroos beat the 
Kiwis 2-0 in the Trans 


Bottom Row; M Franulovic, V Bacan, S Vujica. 


18 
er 


flayers and coach Steve Vijica. 


Tasman Cup at Parra- 
matta Stadium eighteen 
months ago, well over 
5000 people were less 


than ten miles away at | 


Parklea for the Amateur # 


Federation’s _ champion 
of champion finals while 
an _ estimated 


the corner at Granville. 
What sort of priorities 
exist in our game. 


Quite frankly it makes : 


one wonder whether 
amateur football is not 
Soccer’s most bitter rival. 

High ranking officers 
from the Federation will 
no doubt trot out their 
old, well worn excuses in- 
cluding lack of available 
grounds, insufficient re- 
ferees, tight schedules 


and so on but we’ve heard = 


6000 # 
attended the final of the = 
ethnic cup just around = 


them all before. 

To put it bluntly, if 
these officials are incap- 
able of overcoming such 
problems they shouldn’t 
be in the job. 

They cannot be 
allowed to place their 
own interests ahead of 
Australia’s national team 
any longer. 

Their mismanagement 
is also penalising the 
130,000 juniors that they 
continually boast of sup- 
porting by not allowing 
them the opportunity of 
watching the Socceroos 
in action. 

Soccer in this country 
already face enough 
obstacles in it’s difficult 
battle for recognition 
without having to over- 
come needless hurdles 
from within itself. 


Objectives 


It sometimes appear 
that there are widely con- 
flicting objectives in the 
game — Amateur and 
junior organisations sim- 
ply want as many partici- 
pants as possible actively 
involed while the pro- 
fessional leagues are 
qutie rightly aiming to in- 
create the level of specta- 
tor support. 

For the sake of Soccer, 
a correct balance be- 
tween these two goals has 
got to be found and the 
game’s priorities need to 
be clarified 


d a tremendous success recently when they 
the popular Fairfield Indoor Soccer Leisure 
In the 


S Pavlesic, Z Trajevski. 
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Numerous factions 
continue to divide the 
code, each striving to 
promote self _ interest 
without giving a damn 
about Soccer’s benefit as 
awhole. 

Apart from junior and 
amateur football we've 
got women’s Soccer, in- 
door Soccer, church 
associations, school com- 


APIA, MARCON 


pea 


petitions, a numerous 
variety of ethnic cups and 
soon. 

No wonder the game 
struggles to attract spec- 
tators, anyone with the 
slightest interest in Soc- 
cer has no time available 


to watch it because 
they're either playing 
themselves or are in- 


volved in running one fo 


APIA or Marconi to take out this year’s Natio- 
nal League competition? 


That is a bold state- 
ment at such an early 
stage of the season, espe- 
cially with APIA so in- 


different in its early 
games. 
However, the defen- 


sive strength possessed 
by APIA will always 
make it a hard team to 
beat. 

To this add the com- 
petitiveness of the team, 
plus its individual ability 
and you must have a 
potential title winner. 

Marconi is not as de- 
fensively tight as its Ita- 
lian-backed rival, but it 
has some outstanding 
players who are capable 
of fine creative Soccer. 

The experience of 
Rale Rasic, plus his 
knowledge of his players 
because of his longer stay 
at the club, weigh con- 


siderably in APIA’s 
favour. 
Although it does 


appear that there is no 
outstanding team this 
year, APIA in fact vir- 
tually has the same team 
that had such a brilliant 
season in 1987. 

To be able to win in 
Melbourne against 
Brunswick Juventus with 
two players sent off with 
15 minutes to go and 
minus its captain, Charlie 
Yankos, was an out- 
standing feat by APIA by 
any judgement. 


All of this leads to the 
conclusion that APIA 
will be the team every- 
body else will have to top 
to take out the title. 

Marconi at this time 
seems the most likely to 
do that. 

On the other hand 
things turn around so 
quickly in Soccer. A team 
can be looking so solid 
then suddenly the wheels 
start to fall off. 

Key players may start 
to go off the boil. 
Goalkeepers, central de- 
fenders and strikers are 
often the people in- 
volved. 

When these start to 
struggle the team can 
look very fragile when 
only weeks . before it 
looked so solid. 

We had such a situa- 
tion recently with my 
own team Wollongong 
Macedonia. 

We opened the NSW 
State League season with 
two wins, the second 
against Yugal being very 
solid, with Yugal manag- 
ing only one strike at goal 
in the game, as we won 
2-1. 

A week later, against a 
better opponent, New- 
castle, our goalkeeper 
and sweeper both had off 
days, as did other mem- 
bers of the defence and 
we lost 0-3. 

Loss of key players 
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the Socceroos account for New Zealand in Sydney. 


the clubs. 

A survey commis- 
sioned by the Sydney 
Morning Herald last year 
found that Soccer rivals 
rugby league in public in- 
terest but unfortunately 
it’s not being translated 
into acceptable attend- 
ances for club and in- 
ternational fixtures. 

Unless drastic changes 


are instituted, chances of 


this situation ever 
improving are very 
remote. 


Should the various fac- 
tions within the game be 
ever welded into one un- 
til body however, no- 
thing will stop Soccer 


from earning a_ place 
amongst Australia’s 
sporting elite. 


TO THE FORE 


Says Fairy Meadow coach 
— MIKE JOHNSON 


through injuries, or other 
reasons, has an enor- 
mous influence on the 
performance of a team. 
APIA and Marconi are 
able to sit excellent play- 
ers on the bench, which is 
another reason for their 


outstanding prospects 
this season. 
Sydney Croatia has 


found there is no-one to 
replace Vedran Rozic if 
he is injured. 

St George are not bles- 
sed with the same reserve 
talent available to Mar- 
coni or APIA, neither is 
Adelaide City it would 
seem. 

I doubt that Sydney 
Olympic or South Mel- 
bourne Hellas, with their 
emphasis on youth this 
year, will have much ex- 
perience on the bench. 

Which coach wouldn’t 
like Australian Under 19 
central defender Kurt 
Reynolds or goalkeeper 
Terry Greedy _ sitting 
alongside him on the 
bench each weekend as 
has Rale Rasic. 

Rale, on the other 
hand, has stirker prob- 
lems this season, it seems 
to me, even though it has 
been the renowned de- 
fence which let the team 
down in early games. 

Defences and defen- 
ders win titles, even if it is 
the attackers that win 
most of the glory. 


At Fulham, a London 
club where I played in the 
1960s, we were second di- 
vision status with some 
tremendous attacking 
players, two of whom 
were current English in- 
ternationals. 

However, we were un- 
able to win promotion to 
first division until the 
club management 
bought a couple of in- 
ternational defenders. 

From that time our re- 
sults improved and that 
season we won our way 
into the top league and 
stayed there for many 
years. 

Tottenham Hotspurs, 
a famous English club, 
has won many FA Cup fi- 
nals at Wembley over the 
years, yet seldom has it 
had the staying power to 
win the league title. 

This, in part, can be ex- 
plained by the fact that it 
never has been renowned 
for its defensive players, 
whereas it has always had 
outstanding attackers 
such as current prolific 
striker (live Allen, and 
fine, creative  midfiel- 
ders, such as recent idol 
Glenn Hoddle, now with 
Monaco. 

If Marconi is to match 
APIA it will need to de- 


velop the defensive 
solidarity which _ pro- 
duces the consistency 


which wins titles. 


ER Olympic continue their surge 


WITH the aid of two 
dubious penalty deci- 
sions Sydney Olympic 
moved to within a 
point of Sydney 
Croatia at the top of the 
table with John Koch 
netting twice for the 
spot as Olympic 
downed Wollongong 
2-0. 

Croatia dropped a point 
to draw specialists Marconi 
on Saturday evening when 
the two sides fought out a 2-2 
draw at the Marconi 
Stadium. 


OLYMPIC 2 
WOLLONGONG O 


Olympic got the shock of 
their lives against an unlucky 
Wollongong at the Sydney 
Football Stadium last Sun- 
day, relying on two penalties 
taken cooly by John Koch to 
take the points. 


Not that Olympic didn’t 
deserve to win, they created 
more chances than the visi- 
tors but the Wolves were 
playing better football at 
times, although most of their 
moves came to end at the 
edge of the box. 

Olympic were rarely 
tested at the back with 
Manuel Refenes taking 
command of his area and the 
defence standing firm 
throughout. 

At the other end Olympic 
relied far too heavilly on the 
long ball for Steve Refenes 
and Wollongong generally 
coped well with the left 


winger. 


In the 19th minute Koch 
tucked away his first penalty 
following a hand ball that 
seemed a harsh decision 
against the Wolves. 


Three minutes into the 
second half Refenes was 
pulled down in the box and 
again Koch slotted home to 


COMMONWEALTH BANK 


SOCCER CUP 


CAVALCADE 


THE widely played Commonwealth Bank 
Cup began its career back in 1962 as the Tas- 
man Cup, with an entry of 28 teams. 


High schools right across the state of New South 
the Commonwealth Bank Soccer Cup, thanks to the 


bank’s welcome involvement. 


During its twenty-seven 


year existence, the Cup 


competition grew from a small regional affair to one of 
the largest knockout competitions of its kind of Aus- 


tralia. 


The concept of a knockout competition for secon- 
dary schools was first proposed in late 1961 ty two 
Sydney teachers, Mr Hugh Morbey and Mr Herman 


Lissing. 


These men were of the opinion that the afternoon 
zone competition did not provide high school Soccer 
players with enough stimulus, and that a more presti- 
gious competition was needed. 

They approached the Combined High Schools 
Amateur Athletic Association, which accepted the 
idea and agreed to organise the infant competition. 

The Tasman Cup was born and the convenors called 
for entires for the inaugural competition, which was to 
be restricted to Sydney metropolitan schools. A mod- 
est twenty-eight replies were received. 

Maroubra Bay and Drummoyne emerged from the 
preliminary series to be worthy finalists in the first 
competition. Such was the closeness of the competi- 
tion that one semi-final had to be played three times 


before a winner emerged. 


The third of these games between Maroubra Bay 
and Normanhurst was played as a curtain-raiser to the 
New South Wales versus Queensland clash at the 


Sydney Sports Ground. 


The final between Maroubra Bay and Drummoyne 
was played at Macarthur (Garside) Park before the 
NSW Soccer Federation’s Grand Finals and finished 
in a draw. Maroubra Bay came through the ensuring 
replay as 1-0 victors and the inaugural champions. 

A history of the Cup has been prepared by Graham 
Taylor, with assistance from Bill Turner. 


PAST WINNERS: 
NUMBER & 
YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP SEMLFINALIST ENTRIES 
1962 Maroubra Bay 1 def. Drummoyne — Normanhurst 2B 
1963 Macquarie Boys2 def. Granville 1 B 
1964 Waltsend 2 del. Maroubra Ray 0 % 
1965 EastHils Boys drow Keira James Cook & 
(Woint Premiers) Newcastle B.H. 2 
1966 Cleveland Steet drew SthSwattvield_ Newcaste Tech. “8 
(int) 
1967 Booraguis dol. Walsond3 ‘bax Park 
Punchbowl nT 
1968 Newcastle Tech 4 def. N'castle Boys 0 Sth Svathfiold 
Punchbow 2 
1969 Booragul4 el. Epping Boys 0 Caringbah 
Gramwile 9 
Berkeley 4 del. N'castle Boys 2 Homebush 
Booragui 15 
Meadowbank 2 det. Fort Street! Warmers Bay 
Jesmond 192 
Newcastle Tech 5 def. Booragul 1 Birrong Boys: 
Woolaware 174 
NewcastieTech3 def. Belmore BH.1 Canterbury 190 
Walsend3 def. CumberiandO Keira 
Lithgow 210 
Walisend drew Booragul (Joint) 239 
‘Bankstown Boys3 def. Cumberland 1 243 
Canterbury Boys 2(7 comers) def. Whitebridge2(4comers) 245 
Normanhurst 2 det. C.B.H.* 257 
Normanhurst 3 det. Port Hacking 2 Whitebridge 
Punchbowl 258 
Woonona 2 Get. Tamworth 1 280 
Keira3 def. Enmore 0 264 
Marsden 1 def.PunchbomO Cabramatta 20 
Kogarah et. 
Epping BH. 1 def. Henry KendallO Cabramatta 24 
Kogarah 1 (3 pons) det. Epping B.H. 1 (2 pers) 
Birrong3 (4 pens) def. Epping 3(2pens) Caste Hill 24 
Cabramatta 2 ef. West Wallsend Carfingford Kotara 20 


settle the matter in Olym- 
pic’s favour. 

Chris Peros was outstand- 
ing in the Wolves goal, sav- 
ing point blank from Jason 
Bennett twice and, Koch 
twice had good chances for 
his hat-trick but was 
blocked. 

OLYMPIC: M.Refenes, Trian- 
tafilou, Pantazis, Platanlotis, 
Coady, Koch, Oustambasidis 
(Loumanis), Hrist, Sorras (Lar- 
dis), Bennett, S.Refenes. 

WOLLONGONG: Peros, Duffy 
(D.Vlletstra), Dowd, Morgan, 
Allport, Marjanovic, Higgs, Mor- 
gan, Ward, Trajceski, Matinosk! 
(Damico). 


MARCONI 2 
CROATIA 2 


Croatia should have kept 
their two point lead at the top 
when they surged to a 2-0 
lead against Marconi last 
Saturday but they allowed 
the Leopards back into the 
game and had to settle for a 
draw. 

In the 22nd minute 
Croatia capitalised on a de- 
fensive error and Manny 
Spanoudakis slotted past the 
advancing keeper followed 
nine minutes later by a bril- 
liant individual. goal from 
Tony Krslovic to give the 
visitors a 2-0 lead. 

Tony Budini broke clear 
and shot past the advancing 
Franken in the 42nd minute 
to get Marconi back into the 
game. 

Paul Okon hit the post 
following a corner and twice 
Marconi had to clear the ball 
off the line as the play 
switched from end to end in 
the first 45 minutes. 

Ten minutes from time 
Carlos Vanegas netted via a 


Croatia defender to 
equalise. 
MARCONI: Bowles (Schwar- 


zer), Lopes (Vrtkovski), Cortes, 
Aglasotis, Mammone, P.Okon, 
Budini, Charlewood, Vanegas, 
K.Okon, Carlucclo (Suzor). 
CROATIA: Franken, Mllinac, 
Orlic, Krkovski, Millcevic, Spa- 
noudakis (Freketic), Stanton, 
Ciantar, Kardum,  Krslovic, 
Ciscato. 


ADAMSTOWN 1 
ST GEORGE 2 
St George moved back into 
fourth place with a good 2-1 
away win against the difficult 
Adamstown last Saturday. 


The Saints deserved both 
points and took the lead in 
the 10th minute when John 
Kakakios capitalised on a 
poor clearance from Ked- 
well and hit ball straight 
back into the net. 


Steve Dimoudis further 
increased the difference 
with a brilliant shot from 25 
metres out that gave Ked- 
well no chance in the 27th 
minute, 


Peter Murray ended a 
good move in style when Ite 
cracked one home again 
leaving the keeper grasping 
at the air three minutes into 
the second half. 


ADAMSTOWN: Kedwell, 
Richards, Block, Coutts, 
McWhirter, Evans (Gresham), 


McGregor, McLachlan, Gliday, 
Murray, Daunt (Tressider). 

ST GEORGE: Filan, Kotevskl, 
Warren, Moreakas, Naumovskl, 


‘Sun 27 March: St George v Apia at 
‘St George Stadium 12.15pm 
Marconi v Wollongong at Croatia 


Sports Centre 12.15pm 
843112 711 
750211 810 
8404114 8 
73131211 7 
6141119 6 
6123 911 4 
6105 713 2 


MARCONI 2 (A.Budini, C.Vanegas) 
CROATIA 2 (M.Spanoudakis, 
T.krsiovic), ST GEORGE 2 (J.Kaka- 
kios, S.Dimoudis) ADAMSTOWN 1 
(P.Murray), OLYMPIC 2 (J.Koch 2) 
WOLLONGONG 0. 


NDOOR SOCCER 


THE first Indoor Soc- 


cer tournament at 
Soccer World Mack- 
ay for the inaugural 
Rovers Cup was wit- 
nessed by large and 
vocal crowds. 


Magpies C.Q. took out 
the all-age men’s Rovers 
Cup by beating Mackay 
all-stars 4-2 in the final. 

Magpies were 2-0 up 
early in the game with 


goals from Russell 
Dovey and Alan 
McKerihan. 


Jason Raikaki pulled 
one back for the all-stars. 

Two further goals by 
Russell Dovey gave 
Mapgies a well deserved 
victory with Rodney 
Midfud scoring the all- 
stars second goal. 

Troy Kurtz, the Mag- 
pies keeper, had a great 
tournament, not putting 
a foot wrong. Russell 
Dovey was also outstand- 
ing, capping a great 
weekend with ten goals. 
The allstars Rodney Mif- 
sud and Jason Raikaki 


were the stars. 
The Rovers Cup for 
All-Age Ladies was 


taken out by Ansett Tor- 
nadoes who played S.C. 
B.S&B.S. in the finals. 
The score was 0-0 at 
full time,- but in extra 
time with only 48 seconds 
Temaining,Cindy Raika- 


ki slotted the ball home to 
give the Tornadoes 
victory. 


North 


Queensland 


Indoor 


OVER Easter five 
MacKay under 18 
girls will be attend- 
ing the Australian In- 
door Soccer training 
camp in Sydney. 

From this camp Scott 
Gilligan of Sydney and 
Brian Keightley of 
MacKay will be choosing 
the final squad of girls 
who will be, training 
throughout the year in 
readiness for their over- 
seas tour. 

At this stage the de- 
stination is unknown, but 
it could be Japan, or 
Spain and England. 

The girls who will be 
attending the Easter 
training are Debbie 
Mifsud, Sonya Muscat, 
Cindy Raikaki, Sue Kroh 
and Hannah Keightley. 

Jason Raikaki will also 
be attending the under 17 
boys training camp in 
Sydney. 

The two MacKay all 
age ladies to make the 
training squad are Rita 
Conrad and Tammy 
Eiby. 

Both will be training 
under the Australian 
national team coach Nick 
Nicolopoulos in Sydney 
on April 16/17. 


WA State League action 


WOME 
SOCCER 
INDIA will compete 
as an invitation team 
in the Oceania Cup 
women’s Soccer 
tournament to be 
held either on the 
Gold Coast or in Syd- 
ney over Easter, 
1989, AWSA execu- 
tive director Heather 

Reid said. 

“It is something of a 
coup for us because we 
have been trying to 
arrange a fixture with In- 
dia for some time,” Reid 
said. ““We asked them to 
confirm they will be sen- 
ding their strongest avail- 
able players an they re- 
plied saying it would not 
be any ‘Mama Chacha’ 
side. So we can assume 
they are taking it 
seriously. 

Other teams eligible to 
take part in the tourna- 
ment, an important 
bridge between this 
year’s pilot World Cup in 
China and the first actual 
World Cup in 1990, are 
New Zealand, Chinese 
Taipei, Fiji, Papua New 
Guinea and Western 


Samoa. 
— GRAHAM COOKE 


National 
Under 16's 


Prepare 


ALREADY 42 
youngsters from 
around Australia are 


under review for 
junior international 
honours. 


The next step is for 
players to shine in the 
under 15 Australian 
Championships, to be 
held at Valentine Park in 
Sydney during the first 


week of the July school 


holidays. 

It is to be hoped that 30 
lads will go into camp at 
Parklea the following 
week. 

The Oceania champ- 
ionship is expected to be 
held in October, with the 
prize being a place in the 
World Youth Tourna- 
ment to be held in Scot- 
land next January. 


DONT miss the 
outstanding 8-page 
Indoor Soccer section, 
including James Hardie 
NISLnewsandstatistics. 
Atyournewsagentfor 
$2.50. 
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club’s ranks have been 
denied by president 
Domenic Tenuta. 


“At this stage we're 
backing Len 100 per cent 
and we told him as much 
last week,” Tenuta said. 


“An ex-official of the 
club has started all these 
tumours and I believe 
he’s the one causing trou- 
ble and trying to split the 
committee. 


ae 
LEN McKENDRY 


“I believe that this 
former offical - who was 
booted out of the club + 
was the one who con- 
tacted Peter Ollerton 
without acting in any offi- 
cial capacity for the 
club.” 


oneal 


David Kamasz strides ahead 


time after a 2-2 draw in 
regulation time. 

However, excuse as 
that may be, Athena are 
not as good as Macedonia 
and after the grand final 
coach Ken Worden said 
as much when he said he 
would have to find some 
new talent for the new 
season. 


The big bright spot for 
the competition was the 
big increase in those 
attending the games. 

The last two weeks, in- 
cluding the semi-finals, 
the preliminary final and 
the Grand final had im- 
pressive crowds with the 
atmosphere electric. 

Certainly the weather 
had a lot to do with it. 

WA had had only two 
milimetres of rain in the 
past three months and 
the temperatures have 
soared into the high 30's 
on most days. 


But it was _ the 
approach respective 
camps of supporters 
brought to the game that 
made for a happy 
spectacle. 


In the grand final there 
were crackers going off, 
claxons sounding and 
flags waving profusely in 
support of either team. 

Crowds provided vo- 
cal support throughout 
the game, while Radio 
6NR_ provided a_ live 
broadcast of the match. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


You can receive a mailed subscription copy of 
Australia’s premier Soccer publication each 
week for 1988 simply by mailing the coupon and 
your cheque for $80 made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly’’ to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW, 2007. 


“EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
EUROPE & AROUND THE WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR $80.00 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 
SUBURB: ..... 
POSTCODE: 


19 


LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 


Write to ASW Let- 
ters, PO Box 406 
Broadway, NSW 
2007. 


SYONEY 
NEWS COVER 


Dear Sir, 

The coverage given to 
the local soccer scene in 
the Sydney newspapers is 
nothing short of scanda- 
lous. 

Both the Daily Tele- 
graph and Daily Mirror 
seem more interested in 
British matches than the 
National Soccer League. 

Last Monday, the Mirror 
didn't carry one word on 
the weekend's = NSL 
matches. 

With big clubs like Syd- 
ney Croatia and Sydney 
Olympic drawing crowds 
of up to 8,000 there is no 
excuse for this sort of 
snub, 

All soccer fans dissatis- 
fied with the coverage in 
their local media should 
write to the sports editors 
concerned. 

We shouldn't accept 
this shoddy treatment. 
Stand up and be counted. 

John Erie, 
= Balmain, NSW. 


TICKET 
PROBLEMS 


ON approaching Mitch- 
ellsBass to buy tickets for 
the important game be- 
tween Australia vs New 
Zealand 13th March and 
hoping to be able to buy 
good seats at the Sydney 
Football Stadium by get- 
ting in early, we were am- 
aged to find out that there 
were only 5,000 available. 


This is out of a 40,000 
seat capacity. Even worse 
the seats in our opinion 
were far from being in a 
good position, all being 
down the north end up the 
back. 

So after making a cou- 
ple of phone calls, | was 
told to go to the top and 
ting the ASF. 

Would you believe we 
knew more than they 
did? 

You would be amazed 
at the questions and 
answers that took place. 

| realize the ASF is very 
busy but | am sick to death 
of the attitude | believe that 
the ASF have towards the 
Soccer fans of Australia. 

A Genuine Soccer fan 
(name and 
supplied) 


SUPPORT 
SOCCEROOS! 


| would like to know how 
the Aussie Socceroos are 
supposed to perform to 
their full potential when 
their fans are either too 
squeamish or too noncha- 
lant to support them. 

The Olympic — Park 
match against Dynamo 
Zagreb was ridiculous. | 
mean how could a situa- 
tion exist where going to 
watch a match in your own 
country you feel like a 
Scouser standing in the 
Chelsea shed. 

There was hardly a per- 
son in the ground, and, ex- 
cluding a single skinhead 
in a Socceroo top, those 
that were there barely 
made a peep except 
when Australia. scored 
their only goal. 


As for the Yugoslavian 
youth-supporting a team 
from a country that most of 
them have never been to, 
both themselves and au- 
ssie Soccer would benefit 
more if they supported the 
Socceroos rather preten- 
ding they're on Yugoslav 
terraces. 

We need loyal, passion- 
ate vociferous young 


supporters like the skin- 
head | saw at Olympic 


NAME: Greg Dickenson 

DOB: 20-5-71 (STATE NSW) 

POSITIONS: Midfield 

HONOURS: Aust. U16 team, World Cup ’87 


WEEKEND WEST END MATCHES 


COMING WEST END NSL FIXTURES 


ROUND 8 

SUN 27 MARCH 2.30PM 

Melb. Croatia v Footscray Olympic Park 
Adelaide City v_ Marconi Olympic S.F. 
Preston Make v SydneyOly _ Connor Reserve 
St George v_ Apia Leich St George Stad 
South Melbourne vy Brisbane Lions Middle Park 
Sunshine GC v W'gong City Chaplin Reserve 


(Sydney Croatia v Brunswick Juventus postponed due 
‘ to Olympic Games matches) 


Support the Socceroos .. 
against the All Whites in Sydney. 


Park if we're ever going to 
get anywhere, not feeble 
middie class weekend 
wonders to whom Soccer 
is just another sport to fol- 
low like tennis, basketball 
or cricket. 
C. Taylor, 
St Kilda, Melb. 


COMBINE 
CLUBS 


Dear Sir 

| would very much 
appreciate it if you would 
publish this letter in your 
very informative news- 
Paper which | read every 
week. 

| have been informed 
that the Soccer Federa- 
tion will be making very 
important-changes from 
now till 1990, congratula- 
tions to the Soccer 
Federation. 

| have been able to 
prove that there are 
ethnic communities in 
which there are eight 
Soccer clubs and many 
don’t do a thing when it 
comes to the benefit of 
Australian Soccer. 

1 think that now is the 
time where the Soccer 
Federation must limit its 
number of ethnic clubs to 
no more than three or 
four per community, give 
them time in which to un- 
ite or otherwise they will 
have to leave the Soccer 
Federation. 

A good example of this 
is West United teaming 
up with Rooty Hill, this 
produced better Soccer 
spectacles, therefore, in- 
creasing the quality of 
Soccer in Australia. 

There are cases in 
which Soccer clubs are 
receiving financial help 
from the Department of 
Sport and Recreation 
and they don't even 
participate in any of the 
Soccer divisions. 

In this case it's a club 
that in September of 
every year organises a 
cup in 1987 they didn’t 
even play in any of the 
divisions 

| think it is. time that the 
Department of Sport and 
Recreation took a better 
look at other clubs, that 
are well organised like 
Penrith Uruguay or Gran- 
ville Chile and need re- 
pairing of their home 
grounds and whose 
teams will boost the in- 


. Crino, Wade and Jennings rejoice after a goal 


terest of this wonderful 
sport called “Soccer” in 
Australia. 


John Camacho, 
Granville 


ARCHIVES 


RECENTLY | came across 
an old handbook titled 
“The Daily News Year 
Book 1923”. (The Daily 
News was a Sydney news- 
paper long since ceased 
publication). This year's 
book was full of all sorts of 
statistics, records and 
news briefs on the events 
of the year of 1923, ex- 
pecially with regards to 
Sydney, NSW and to a les- 
ser extent all of Australia. 


In the section dealing 
with sport there was a sec- 
tion on Soccer in 1923. 
The writer reviewing Soc- 
cer's progress in the 1923 
season was most empha- 
tic in his praise of Soccer's 
definite progress in Syd- 
ney so much so that he 
predicted that at this rate 
Soccer could be the domi- 
nant football code in Syd- 
ney within a few years. The 
highlight of the 1923 Soc- 
cer season was the tour of 
the Chinese National team 
which according to the 
yearbook was an 
outstanding success. The 
Chinese team played 
numerous matches all 
over Australia except WA 
against the Australian 
National team as well as 
numerous city, state, re- 
gional and other repre- 
sentative teams. The then 
great Granville club side 
was the only club team to 
be allowed to play against 
the Chinese at their Clyde 
Oval ground which surely 
must have been some 
special recognition of 
their status in Sydney Soc- 
cer at that time. 


But the most amazing 
story about the Chinese 
Soccer tour of Australia in 
1923 was how it came ab- 
out in the first place. 
According to the year- 
book two prominent Rug- 
by League officials (yes 
you read correctly) went to 
China to arrange for a 
Chinese Rugby League 
team to tour Australia only 
to find that rugby was not 
played by the Chinese. 
But there was even then 
plenty of Soccer played. 


The Chinese Soccer offi- 
cials proposed to the RL 
officials they would be in- 
terested to send a Soccer 
team on a tour of Australia. 
The RL officials returned 
and graciously offered the 
proposals to the local Soc- 
cer officialdom who in true 
Soccer form refused to 
take up the offer on finan- 
cial risk arguments. 


Still undaunted the RL 
oOfficals managed to 
arrange for a_ private 
group to underwrite the 
tour. The rest is history. 


The tour became the 
Catalist for a Soccer boom 
in NSW & QLD which 
lasted until the end of the 
1920s when Soccer came 
closer to usurping RL as 
the dominant football 
code in Sydney than any- 
time in its uphappy 100 
year history in Australia. 

Surely this must be one 
of the few times when offi- 
cials of another football 
code (RL) were, while set- 
ting out to promote their 
brand of football, by 
chance finished up. being 
the key players of the Soc- 
cer boom of the 1920s in 
NSW & QLD. 


Then as well as now it 
seems the biggest obsta- 
cle to Soccer's progress 
(or one of them) was the 
Soccer officiaidom. As 
they say THE MORE 
THINGS CHANGE THE 
MORE THEY STAY THE 
SAME. 

Soccer Fan, 
Sydney, NSW 


OLYMPIC 
GAMES 


| want to know how young 
players can follow Soccer. 


The SBS television was 
supposed to be not tele- 
vising the game so | tele- 
phoned the Australian 
Soccer Federation to find 
out how | could get the 
news quickly. 


| was told there was no 
radio service and the only 
way | could get the prog- 
ress score was to keep 
tinging the Soccer 
Federation in South Aus- 
tralia 


How can | keep up the 
interest of my players if 
there is no news until the 
following day. 

(name supplied) 
Granville NSW 


Ground Debate 


By FRANK COLETTA 


“UNLESS the NSW Soccer Federation re- 
views its position soon, | shall have no op- 
tion but to ask Liverpool Council to remind 
them in no uncertain terms about who owns 


the reserve.” 


Those are the stern 
words from Alderman 
Paul Lynch, conde- 
mning what he believes 
are “standover tac- 
tics” by the Federation. 

However Federation 
general manager lan 
Holmes believes it is all 
just a “storm in a tea 
cup”. 
As it stands Liverpool 
City Soccer Club, in the 
NSW Inter Urban 2nd 
division, have been 
asked to vacate the 
Ernie Smith Reserve in 
Sydney’s south-west and 
move to Blamfield Oval 
at Green Valley. 

Alderman Lynch 
says: “When they (the 
NSW Soccer Federation) 
issued their official draw 
for this season they rele- 
gated Liverpool City to 
an inadequate oval. 

“Then to add insult 
to injury they have 
Southern Districts Un- 
ited playing at Ernie 
Smith, a team of which 
council has not even 
heard.” 

Holmes took time out 
to explain the situation. 

“It is all rather long 
and involved,” he ex- 
plained. “Liverpool 
City have to come to 
terms with the fact that 
Ernie Smith Reserve 
will be used by so many 
differing teams this 
year. 

“First of all there are 
Southern Districts Un- 
ited — a NSW State 
League third division 
side, then the Southern 
Districts Association 
Youth side and their 
representative team, a 
women’s State League 
side and on top of all 
this a national 
championship later in 
the year. As you can 
see, it is impossible to 
have another club situ- 
ated there. 

Priority 

“Now Liverpool 
must understand the 
priority goes to the 
semi-professional club, 
in this case Southern 
Districts United — 
tightly or wrongly they 
are the senior club. 

“Remembering too, 
that it was the decision 
of Southern Districts 
Association to initiate 
the United club and as I 
understand it — the 
Association might have 
a lease on Ernie Smith 
Reserve and have 
poured in lots of cold, 
hard cash,” stated 
Holmes. 

But Ald Lynch is not 
so forgiving. He said 
that the proposed City 
home ground of Blam- 
field Oval was an in- 
adequate venue and the 
NSW Soccer Federation 
had “apparently forgot- 
ten who owns the Erie 
Smith Reserve.” 

Rob Neasome of the 
Southern District 
Association and a com- 


mittee member of the 
Southern Districts Un- 
ited club claims: “I’m 
pretty sick of the whole 
thing to be honest. 

“The biggest and 
most important point I 
must stress is that Un- 
ited is the Association’s 
team. We are adhering 
to the wishes of the 
NSW Soccer Federation 
who have stated they 
want a semi-professional 
team in the Liverpool- 
Fairfield area. 

“Now there are those 
who claim that Liver- 
pool City should have 
been approached to take 
up such a post in the 
Third Division — but a 
team named Liverpool 
wasn’t what we were 
looking for we 
needed a representation 
from the Southern Dis- 
tricts area. 

“That is where the 
name Southern Districts 
United is derived from, 
the area and the United 
is pinched from the 
Bankstown idea of hay- 
ing that whole area 
participate and have 
players aiming to make 
the side.” 


$120,000 


Neasome continued: 
“We (the Association) 
have poured $120,000 
into the facility and have 
been contemplating 
another $20,000 on 
floodlighting and so on. 
However with the cur- 
rent state of unsettle- 
ment, there is no way we 
will go ahead with that. 

“Take into con- 
sideration that a letter 
was sent out to both 
Liverpool City and 
Moorebank-Liverpool 
to attend a meeting with 
the Southern Districts 
Association. Liverpool 
did not reply, which I 
couldn’t understand, 
and Moorebank turned 
up making ridiculous 
claims and asking for 
some $80,000. All we 
would have got was the 
name Southern Districts 
being used — we said 
‘no thanks’. 

“There are many 
misconceptions,” he 
said. “Rumours have 
abounded that the side 
in the Third Division is 
actually Sydney United 
— that is not so. In fact 
we bought out Dee Why 
for $15,000. Sure there 
are some players from 
Sydney United but then 
again there are some 
from Avala and other 
clubs. 


NEXT WEEK 


Liverpool City 
have their 
say... and 
the reason 
why they 

may win out. 


|. AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


Saints defeated Can- 
terbury Marrickville 
while Sutherland knock- 
ed off Central Coast. 

Surprisingly both 
GUCCI Shield Grand 
Finalists were beaten in 
their first league outing. 

Apia defeated Black- 
town City 4-3 after being 
behind 1-3 at halftime, 
while Illawarra were 
beaten by quarter-final- 
ists Melita 3-1. 

On the other hand the 
two losing semi-finalists 
were victorious, with St. 
George winning 3-1 
against Canterbury Mar- 


tickville and Marconi 
pipping Canterbury 
Association 1-0. 

The Canterbury 


Association did however 


The NSW Amateur Federation 


Supporting 130,000 players in the State 


_<|umbro __ $1.2 Million complex for Gladesville 
Saints, Sutherland 


in bright opener 
‘ST GEORGE and Sutherland Associations were the only clubs to pick 
up maximum points in the first round of the UMBRO Youth League. 


RUSHY’S 
CORNER 


manage to pull off the 
major shock of the round 
by defeating last years 
triple trophy winners 
Marconi 2-0. 

Looking at the first 
round results I see that 
there are very few big 
wins which augers well 
for a top season of foot- 
ball. 

It is also very obvious 
that not many wins to nil 
were recorded and I 
would expect that many 
teams will be looking at 
improving their play in 
defence at training over 
the next few weeks. 

Unfortunately due to 


earlier deadlines this 
year we at ASW are un- 
able to cover in detail 
youth league matches as 
we did last year while 
they are being played on 
Sundays. 

However as soon as the 
matches revert to the 
normal Saturdays we will 
continue to give this 
service. 

If your club or team has 
an interesting item which 
you would like to see in 
print, please don’t hesi- 
tate to send it in. 

Not sure about writing 
an article? No prob- 
lems, write down the 
basic points and a contact 
number and I will give 
you a ring and put it 
together for you. 


NORTH BANKS. . . gone to the dogs 


BY IAN MARRIOTT 


NORTH Bankstown kicked off this year’s UMBRO Youth League sea- 
son with a sumptuous buffet dinner and disco on Friday March 11 at 
the Greyhound Club, North Bankstown. 


The auditorium was 
packed to acpacity for the 
night of festivities which 
included guest speaker 
Johnny Warren. 

John spoke about the 
attitude which all players 
need to have in order to 
make it to the top. 

He used Craig John- 
ston as a perfect example 
of a player who had done 
well to be selected at 
Middlebrough, only to 
be told by manager Jack- 
ie Charlton that he was a 
resonable player, but 
would never be good 
enough for the big first 
division clubs. 

History shows how 
Craig showed the right 
attitude by working hard 
and proving Charlton 


UK’s number one club 
Liverpool. 

John indicated that all 
players will receive set- 
backs, and that the lads 
with the right attitude 
would work harder in 
order to prove their de- 
tractors wrong. 

The North Bankstown 
club has been sponsored 
by Ray Scheiner of All 
Proud Home Improve- 
ments, who presented all 
four Youth League 
teams with tracksuit and 
strip for the season. 


In turn Ray was pre- 
sented with his own 
North Bankstown track- 
suit which he immediate- 
ly changed into with ob- 
vious pride. 


wrong by make it with the Johnny Warren was 
UMBRO YOUTH LEAGUE 
ROUND 2 
SUNDAY 20th MARCH DIVISION1 
U13: «U14 ~U15 U7 
Blacktown City v_ Sth Districts 50 10 50 30 
Melita Eagles Vv Apia Leichhardt 21 13 16 03 
Sydney Olympic —-v_illawarra Assn. 22 30 80 7-0 
Croatia Sydney v StGeorge 01 02 31 10 
Sutherland v_ Cant. M'ville 11 50 30 60 
Marconi v_ Central Coast 41 70 40 20 
Nepean Assn. v_ Canterbury 24 31 32 1-3 
DIVISION 2 
Bankstown Assn. v_ Rockdale 20 33 O1 33 
Ku-ring-gai vy Warringah 11 00 1-2 40 
Macarthur Assn. V Blacktown Assn 14 10 00 50 
Yugal vy Uruugay 10 241 06 24 
Gladesville v_ Campbelitown 11 00 30 2, 
Avala v Nth Bankstown 03 03 10 34 
Polonia vy Manly Warringah 31 4-2 11 44 
NEXT WEEK’S MATCHES 
ROUND3 SUNDAY 27th MARCH 
DIVISION 1 
v_ Melita Eagles Emie Smith 
v_ Sydney Olympic Lambert Park 
v St Towradgi Park 
v_ Croatia Sydney Bates Dr. 
v_ Marconi Arlington Oval 
vy Canterbury Bill Pluim 
Vv Blacktown City Cook Park 
DIVISION 2 
v_ Warringah Tempe Reserve 
vy Macarthur Assn. 
Vv Yugal Mt Druitt T.C. 
v  Campbelitown Alpha Park 
vy Avala Pioneer Park 
v_ Manly Warringah Potts Park 
Vv Polonia Memorial Oval 


presented with honorary 
club membership in 
appreciation of his sup- 
port of the club. 

The North Bankstown 
club can consider them- 
selves very lucky to also 
have the full support of 
the Greyhound Club, 
which generously don- 
ated eight trophies to be 
used for special awards to 
the various teams at the 
end of the season. 

All four teams 
sponded well to 
night’s entertainment. 

Having slept well on 
Saturday night, the lads 
picked up six of the eight 
points against Campbell- 
town City with the Under 
13s reported to have been 
very unlucky not to have 
made it a clean sweep. 


DON'T MISS IT 


Don’t miss your copy of 


re- 
the 


AUSTRALIAN SOc- 
CER ANNUAL, ayvail- 
able for just $2.50 at your 
newsagent. 


Full of absorbing Soc- 
cer reading, it also in- 
cludes sections on NSW 
Amateurs, 


HOME TEAMS 
Please remember — 
Results required by 7pm 
or fine will be applied 


JOHNFREW’S 


BY IAN MARRIOTT 


THE Gladesville Hornsby Football Assoca- 
tion is to contribute more than $200,000 to- 
wards the development of its own footbali 
complex at North Epping. 


The complex, which 
will cost an estimated 
$1.2 million, has taken 
some six years to negoti- 
ate, as well as involving a 
complicated land swap 
deal between the Depart- 
ment of Land and En- 
vironment and the Ryde 
Municipal Council. 

The first stages of de- 
velopment will take place 
immediately _ following 
the completion of the 
current cricket season 
and it is hoped the facili- 
ties will be in use by 1989. 

Two full-size fields will 
be built, one of them to 
international standards, 
and a__ state-of-the-art 
ammenities block is pre- 
sently being designed 
which is envisaged to in- 
clude two offices, kitchen 
and large meeting hall. 

The Department of 
Sport and Recreation has 
given the Association a 
$30,000 grant towards 
the cost of floodlighting 
and it is likely that 
Gladesville will supply a 
considerable amount of 
seating for spectators in 
years to come. 


This year Gladesville 
Hornsby are hosting the 
Under 12 Centennial 
Cup which will also form 
part of the Ryde Coun- 
cil’s Bicentennial Sports 


programme. 
Eighteen teams will 
contest the Cup from 


Tuesday April 5 to Friday 


8, including squads from: 


Northern Tasmania, the 


Hunter District, Mid 
North Coast, Belconnen 
(A.C.T), Macquarie 


(Newcastle area), Central 
Coast and teams from the 
Metropolitan area. 

Tournament Director 
Ross Iredale indicated 
that the Cup would take 
the form of a Round 
Robin series with finals 
to decide the finishing 
order to be played on the 
Friday. 

The Mayor of Ryde, 
Alderman Mick Lardelli, 
will make the presenta- 
tions to the winning 
teams on Friday after- 
noon. 

Visiting teams will be 
arriving on Monday and 
will be billeted within the 
Gladesville area before 
returning home on Satur- 
day morning. 

All games will be play- 
ed at the Morrison Bay 
Soccer Fields, Putney, 
and will kick off at 9.00 
a.m. each day. 

Games Secretary and 
life member of Gladesvil- 
le Hornsby, Iredale re- 
ports a record number of 
teams will be playing 
within the Association 
this year. 

Twenty eight _ more 
teams have registered 
and will compete in com- 
petitions from Under 9s 


to All Age and Premier 
League. 
The Association also 


runs Mini Soccer for 
Under 6’s, 7’s and 8's 
which has proven to be a 
tremendous success and 
is highlighted by an in- 
crease from 44 U6’s 
teams in °87 to 64 in 1988 
and an increase of 11 
teams in Under 8’s. 

The Mini Soccer is well 
run by the Association 
and is non-competitive 
which hopefully takes the 
pressure of winning off 
the players. 


13 divisions of All Age 
competition will be con- 
ducted as well as four 
Premier league competi- 
tions —_ which makes 
Gladesville one of the 


largest Associations 
within the Metropolitan 
area, for this level of 
Soccer. 

G.HL-F.A. competi- 
tions will kick off on 


April 9 and the draw 
which is presently being 
drawn up should be avail- 
able in its usual professio- 
nal booklet style within 
the next few weeks. 


FITNESS IN SOCCER 


BY ACT COACH, STEVE DARBY 


BALL SKILL SPEED TESTS 

The following three tests are also used as methods 
of conditioning. However the incentive of shooting acts 
as motivation. Ensure that any re-testing is undertaken 
in similar conditions. 


SKILL-SPEED TESTS 


TEST 1 Ten balls are placed one metre apart on the 
edge of the penalty box. The player starts at 
the cone and attempts to score. After each 
attempt he must run around the cone. 

The. score = number of seconds divided by 
goals scored eg. 60 secs divided by goals = 
12 


TEST 2The same organisation, except the player 
does not run around a cone, but attempts 
fapid shooting. The same scoring is applied. 


TEST 3 The balls are placed from the penalty spot 
backwards in a straight line touching each 
other. The player starts at the further ball from 
the penalty spot and attempts to score, taking 
each ball in turn. The same scoring is applied. 


CONCLUSION 

Gains in fitness do not come overnight, so set your- 
self a three month goal and every month re-test your 
fitness. Perhaps seeing how far you can run in 12 
minutes or how many push ups can be done in one 
minute. 

The fittest young soccer players in Australia are 
based at the Institute of Sport. Not only do they train 
hard but they acquire their team fitness levels by 
working very hard in small-sided soccer games. So 
make any small games you play competive. 

Only you can get yourself fit, don't make excuses, its 
up to you. 
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MANCHESTER 
UNITED’s Paul 
McGrath, out for four 
months with a 
serious knee injury, 
is battling back with 
his target a place in 
the Republic of Ire- 
land’s European 
Championship 

team. But first he 
knows he must re- 
gain and retain his 
United spot. 

Little more than six 
months ago, man moun- 
tain McGrath was earn- 
ing rare reviews for his 
performance against 
Diego Maradona in the 
Football League centen- 
ary showpiece game with 
a Rest of the World XI at 
Wembley. 

But United’s central 
defensive kingpin has 
since endured “the most 
boring winter of my life 
— and often the most 
worrying.” 

A knee injury picked 
up in United’s 1-1 draw at 
West Ham last October 
required two visits to the 
surgeons — and has con- 
demned McGrath to 
months of frustration on 
the sidelines, watching 
his Old Trafford team- 
mates join the also-rans 
in Liverpool’s Cham- 
pionship slipstream. 


Highs and Lows 


“T’ve tasted the ecstasy 


PART TWO 


Rollercoaster! ¢ 


and the agony of the 
game in a short space of 
time,” says 28-year-old 
McGrath. 

“T’ve gone from one of 
the high spots of my 
career, at Wembley, to 
my lowest ebb — and I 
can’t say I’ve enjoyed it. 

“The centenary 
celebration game was a 
tremendous feather in 
my cap. It was an honour 
to be picked in the first 
place — and an even 
greater honour to hear 
some of the things said 
about me afterwards.” 


Denials 


McGrath who 
vehemently denied re- 
ports that he is unsettled 
at Old Trafford and in- 
sists he will see out his 
conract that has another 
year to run — was equally 
outstanding as The Red 
Devils suffered just one 
defeat in all competitions 
over the first three 
months of the season. 


Then came that injury 
setback, which at one 
point threatened his 
place in Bire’s European 
Championship squad for 
West Germany in the 
summer. 


He says: “It’s always 
the same for any player 
when he injures a knee. 
The temptation is to 
think the worst and, yes, 
there were times when 
things didn’t improve 


NEW ZEALAND’S 
‘PACIFICIZATION’ 


BY PAUL MOON 


IN the 1950s, New 
Zealand turned their 
eyes towards the 


smaller neighbour- 
ing Pacific island ter- 
ritories. Displaying 


less ambition, but 
gaining greater suc- 
cess, they met New 


Caledonia, Fiji and 
Tahiti. 

Occasional clashes 
with Australia, though, 


confirmed who remained 
the major power of the 
region. 

A large increase in 
migration from Britain in 
the 1950s and 1960s gave 
the domestic game grea- 
ter depth, but internatio- 
nal forays remained rare 
and undistinguished. 

In retrospect, the 
formation of a national 
league in 1970 must be re- 
garded as a most signifi- 
cant step forward. Only 
three years earlier, the 
touring Manchester Un- 
ited had defeated New 


Zealand 11-0 —_ such 
hammerings are incon- 
ceivable today. 


The Rothmans Soccer 
League (ay known as 


the Air New Zealand 
Soccer League — due to 
the change of major 
sponsor in 1987) provided 
the country’s leading 
clubs and players with the 
hard, regular competi- 
tion essential to sharpen 
and refine skills. 

It also gave Kiwi foot- 
ball a showcase in which 
to present spectators 
with the best it had to 
offer every weekend — in 
contrast to the medio- 
crity that prevailed in 
localised leagues and the 
irregularity of inter-pro- 
vincial games, which to- 
day are merely make- 
weight appendages to the 
fixture lists. 


New Zealand gained 
their initial taste of 
World Cup Soccer in 
1969 when Israel beat 
them 6-0 on aggregate 
over two matches, both 
played in Tel Aviv, in the 
first round of the qual- 
ifying competition. 

During the next two 
campaigns, the Austra- 
lians outgunned _ their 
neighbours though the 
Kiwis showed distinct 
signs of continuing im- 
oe 


and I feared for 
future. 


“But the surgeons 
have removed the piece 
of rogue cartilage behind 
the problem and I can see 
light at the end of the 
tunnel now. 


“Arthur Albiston suf- 
fered a similar setback to 
mine eight years ago — 
but look at him now: he’s 
still going strong. 


Perspective 


“And when you see 
people like Paul Bracwell 
come back after nearly 


my’ 


two yeafs out of the 
game, everything falls 
into perspective. 

“Things were going 


well for me before I was 
hurt, and at the time, it 
was pretty sickening. But 
Paul’s comeback should 
serve as an inspiration to 
any player — and, of 
course; I have that extra 
incentive of proving my 
fitness for Germany. 

“Tm not the world’s 
best trainer — but I won’t 
need any encouragement 
to put in the world neces- 
sary to secure my place 
on that plane to 
Germany. 


“In the meantime, I 
have plenty to think 
about on the home front. 
I may be fit again but 
there’s the little matter of 
winning my place back in 
the United side first.”” 


Prior to the 1982 qual- 
ifying round, it was gen- 
erally believed that the 
Socceroos would again 
prove superior. 

Yet, New Zealand 
promised to be more than 
mere fodder for the con- 
fident Aussies, having 
gained a first victory over 
their trans-Tasman rivals 
for 25 years in June, 1979. 
This was followed, 14 
months later, by a stun- 
ning 4-0 demolition of 
Mexico. 


(continued next week 
New Zealand's 
World Cup Campaign) 


MoROCcCO 


A four-man mission 
from FIFA recently 
began a fact-finding 
tour of Morocco. 

Morocco is_ bid- 
ding to host the 1994 
World Cup Finals 
along with the Un- 
ited States of Amer- 
ica. and Brazil. 

FIFA experts will tour 
10 cities gathering data 
on stadia, hotel 
accommodation, _trans- 
port and communica- 
tions facilities. 


Meeting of heads . 


. Manchester United’s Peter Davenport, left, Arsenal's 
during the fifth-round FA Cup tie at Highbury. Arsenal won 2-1. 


ISRAELIS LOOK 


TOWARDS EUROPE 


AFTER Israel 
into being, eyes 
were turned  to- 
wards Europe for 
opposition. Cyprus 
provided the newly 
founded nation with 
its first victory in 
1949 (3-1) during a 
friendly _internatio- 
nal. This was fol- 
lowed by a 5-1 de- 
struction of Turkey. 

But, success in com- 
petitive games remained 
elusive. Yugoslavia 
ended their hopes of par- 
ticipating in the 1950 
World Cup finals with an 
11-2 victory on aggre- 
gate, whilst the Yugo- 
slavs and Greece each in- 
flicted a couple of qual- 
ifying round defeats four 
years later. 

European national 
teams retained their re- 
luctance to provide 
opposition throughout 
the 1950s and Israel, for 
the most part, had to be 
content playing club and 
representative sides. 

Israel joined the Asian 
Football Confederation 
in 1956 and were in- 
cluded in the Asia — 
Africa Zone for the next 
World Cup Qualifying 
Rounds, only to find that 
would-be-opponents__ In- 
donesia, Turkey, Egypt 
and Sudan refused to 
meet them. 

Rather than allow the 
Israelis to pass into the 
finals without playing a 
game, FIFA placed the 
names of the nine Euro- 
pean groups’ runners up 
into the old Jules Rimet 
Cup and drew one out. 
Thus, it was Wales who 
met Israel — and beat 
them twice, both by 2-0. 

When permitted to 
show their prowess in the 
Asian arena, the Israelis 


proved themselves 
amongst the continent’s 
best; winning the 1964 
Asian Cup, being run- 
ners up in the same 
tournament twice and 
taking the silver medal at 
the 1974 Asian Games. 

An even greater im- 
pact was made in the 
qualifying rounds of the 
World Cup and Olympic 
Games. 

Twice Israel have con- 
tested Olympic finals 
tournaments. 

The first excursion in 
1968 saw them defeat 
Ghana (5-4) and El Salva- 
dor (3-1) before losing 0-2 
to eventual winners Hun- 
gary. This was sufficient 
to secure qualification 
for the quarter finals, 
where they held silver 
medallists Bulgaria to a 
1-1 draw and were only 
eliminated by the toss of a 
coin. 

Eight years _later, 
probably unsettled by the 
memories of _ Israeli 
athletes massacred at the 
previous Olympiad, 
Israel failed to produce 
the form of which they 
were capable and drew 
with Guatemala (0-0), 
hosts Mexico (2-2) and 
France (1-1), then 


slumped 1-4 against 
Brazil in the quarter 
finals. 


Experience of Mex- 
ican conditions two years 
earlier may have aided 
them during the 1970 
World Cup finals, when 
they impressed,  sur- 
prised and delighted 
many with their displays. 

After draws with the 
experienced Sweden (1-1) 
and an Italy team de- 
stined to reach the Final 
(0-0) and a loss to the 
talented Uruguay (0-2), 
the Israelis’ stocks were 
at an all-time high. 

Those very creditable 
performances. in Puebla 


and Toluca have been 
followed by many others 
of considerable, though 
not equal, merit. 

After being expelled 
from the Asian Football 
Confederation in 1976, 
Israel, belatedly but only 
temporarily, were  in- 
cluded in the European 
section for the 1982 
World Cup eliminators. 
Here, they inflicted a 
stunning 4-1 defeat upon 
Portugal and held North- 
ern Ireland and Sweden 
(twice) to draws. 

Between 1970 and 
1984, Belgium, Den- 
mark, Norway, Sweden, 
Greece, Austria and Eire 
were all beaten in Tel 
Aviv, 

Away from home, 
Israel are somewhat less 
impressive, with a 3-0 win 
over Finland in Helsinki 
back in 1966 remaining 
their best performance 
on foreign territory. 


PAUL MOON 


(to be continued) 
next week 


A brutal mob attack that 
left a policeman with a 
fractured skull was a step 
backwards in English 
Soccer’s hopes of retur- 
ning to European club 
competition, Sports 
Minister Colin Moynihan 
said. 

_ He described the attack 
on police officer John 
Duffy at Manchester’s 
Piccadilly railway Station 
on Saturday as “so tra- 
gic” when the nation’s 
Soccer authorities and 
the government were 
working hard to defeat 
violence. 

But, Moynihan said, 
European Soccer chiefs 
should review English 
fans’ performances over 
the whole season before 
deciding whether they 
should be allowed back 
into the Continent’s three 
club competitions. 

UEFA is due _ to 
announce in May 
whether to lift the ban in 
time for next season. 


Tony Adams clash 


Rush at last 
. 

enjoys Italy 
IAN RUSH, the for- 
mer Liverpool strik- 
er, indicated that he 
was coming to 
terms with his first 
season in the Italian 
League. 

Transferred from 
Liverpool to Juventus for 
$6.9 million at the end of 
last season, Rush told the 
press: “I’m beginning to 
enjoy myself.” 

The Welsh internatio- 

nal, who has endured a 
lean time with his new 
club after scoring pro- 
ilifically for Liverpool, 
said; “There have been 
problems settling down 
and learning the lan- 
guage. It’s a long way 
from home.” 

Rush, back in England 
to watch an F.A. Cup 
clash, said in a television 
interview: “I know more 
Italian now and under- 
standing what the other 
players are saying is a big 
help. 

“Tve also had to 
change my style. I accept 
that and I’m learning to 
be a better player.” 
vitkoviee “(Cz SS Bstanai 
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Espanol wi win 2:8°on aggregate 
remen: Werder Brems 
Ger) 1 Verona (Italy) 1 00 
Attendance 39,000 
Werder win 2-1 on agarepete. 
‘uges: Club Bruges (I 1 
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Attendance 15,000 
Bruges win 3-2 on aggregate 
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Real Madrid win 4-5 on aggre- 


hy 


Morocco’s homesick 
World Cup striker Aziz 
Bouderbala can return to 
hsi former club WAC 
Casablanca if transfer 
terms can be agreed, 
Swiss First Division side 
Sion said. 

In a statement issue af- 
ter a meeting with 
- Bouderbala, Sion said 
they would release him 
from a four-year contract 
__ which expires in 1990 for 

__areasonable fee. 


_ Bouderbala was one 


%& English coach Howard Kendall has extended his 
contract with Athletic Bilbao to June, 1990 and ended 
_ Speculation about a possible move to CF Barcelona. 


of the stars of the Moroc- 
can side who finished top 
of their group in the first 
phase of the 1986 World 
Cup finals in Mexico. 

A recurring knee in- 
jury kept him sidelined 
for most of 1987 and he 
returned to Morocco af- 
ter an operation in 
France in December. 

Bouderbala did not re- 
join Sion at their close 
season training camp, 
saying he wanted to re- 
turn to WAC Casab- 
lanca. 


ae 


. Goal! And it's 
not hard to 
tell who has 
Scored ... 
Houghton 
celebrates in 
style after 
grabbing one 
for the Reds. 


TWO players who 


| were banned for a 
i total of nine weeks 


after being sent off 
for “extremely vio- 
lent behaviour” in a 
UEFA Cup match, 
had appeals against 
their suspensions 
rejected by UEFA. 

Spokesman Rene 
Eberle said UEFA’s 
appeals board had dis- 
missed pleas from Hon- 
ved Budapest against a 
five-match ban on Jozef 
Fitos and from Panathi- 
naikos of Greece against 
a four match ban on Ion- 
nis Kalitzakis. 

Both were sent off 
when their teams met in a 
UEFA Cup third round 
second leg tie on Decem- 
ber 12th. K 

An appeal from the 
Cypriot Football 
Association against a 
$7,000 fine was also re- 
jected. 

The penalty resulted 
from the Under 16s 
team’s threatening atti- 
tude towards the referee 
in a match against East 
Germany on December 
8th. 


‘Trish background 


BY PAUL MOON] 


THERE can’t ever 
have been a more 
cosmopolitan team 
than the current 
Liverpool. combina- 
tion. 

After all, they boast a 
Zimbabwean who hails 
from South Africa, an 
English international ori- 
ginally from Jamaica, 
two Irish internationals 
who are natives of Eng- 
land, a South African 
born British citizen who 
certainly claims to be a 
dinky di Aussie, and now 

, 4 Scot who has spent most 
of his life in England and 


represents a third 
country. 
You might consider 


the latter’s description — 
Ray Houghton’s, to be 
“Trish” and you'd be 
right, for the Glaswei- 
gian who has been resi- 
dent in England since he 
was ten is an integral and 
fully committed member 
of the Eire side that will 
contest this year’s Euro- 
pean Championship 
finals. 

Ray Houghton inher- 
ited a devotion to Eire’s 
cause from his father, 
James, a true son of 
Donegal. James moved 
to Glasgow seeking 
employment when a 
teenager, and took him- 
self and his entire family 
to London for the same 
Teason some twenty 
years later. 

Young Ray never gave 
any indication of being a 
potential Soccer star 
when at school, and held 
few aspirations while 
playing in an amateur 
Sunday league as a 17 
year old. 

West Ham _ United 
were the only professio- 
nal club to notice any 
nurturable ability at this 
stage but, ironically, they 
gained little benefit from 
their perception. 

Houghton spent 
almost three years with 
the “‘ammers’ yet made 
only one first team 
appearance — as a substi- 
tute introduced half an 
hour from full time in a 
Division One game 
against Arsenal. In 1982, 


he was gien a free 
transfer. 
Fulham signed 


Houghton wth the inten- 
tion of playing him in 
their reserve side, only 
for a series of injuries 
amongst first teamers to 
bring about an immedi- 
ate introduction to the 
senior selection. 

The midfield dynamo 
proved to be the revela- 
tion of the 1982 — 83 
English second division 
campaign, as humble 
Fulham briefly topped 
the table and only 
narrowly missed promo- 
tion. 

In three seasons at 
Craven Cottage, he mis- 
sed only two games and 
gained the adulation of 
the West London club’s 
supporters, the respect of 
opponents and the 
plaudits of Soccer 


journalists. 

It was inevitable that a 
first division club would 
eventually secure his ser- 
vices, and a call up for in- 
ternational duty also 
seemed a distinct 
possibility. 


Under notice 


Early in 1985, Oxford 
United manager Jim 
Smith (now with Queen’s 
Park Rangers), when tele- 
phoning England B team 
coach Howard Wilkin- 
son to advise him of the 
unavailability of midfiel- 
der Kevin Brock through 
injury and unfamiliar 
with Houghton’s back- 
ground, suggested the 
Fulham midfielder as a 
possible replacement. 

Smith’s successor at 
Oxford, Maurice Evans, 
also held him in high 
esteem and paid a then 
club record $250,000 to 
sign Houghton in 
September 1985. 

He repaid this almost 
immediately with some 
inspired performances as 
Oxford won their first 
major trophy, the 
League Cup, in April 
1986. They beat Queen’s 
Park Rangers 3-0 in the 
final and Houghton 
snatched the second and 
vital goal. 

But, it became in- 
creasingly obvious that 
unfashionable Oxford 
didn’t offer the appropri- 
ate stage for him to dis- 
play his ever blossoming 
skills. 

A number of bigger 
clubs, notably home tow- 
ners Celtic (his boyhood 
favorites) and Rangers, 
made enquiries only to be 
put off by the price Ox- 
ford sought. 

A call-up for the Eire 
national side in 1986, and 
his subsequent perform- 
ances for it, enchanced 
Houghton’s _ reputation 
further. 

He was the only player 
fielded for the full 
ninety minutes over new- 
ly appointed coach Jack- 
ie Charlton’s first four 
games in charge. 
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After Eire had defe- 
ated Scotland 1-0 at Glas- 
gow in a European 
Championship qual- 
ifying round match in 
February, 1987, local 
journalists covering the 
game were asked to 
nominate their “Scottish 
Man of the Match” and, 
maindful of his origins, 
gave Houghton an over- 
whelming majority. 

However, _ displaying 
embarrassment and 
“wowserism” in equal 
quantity, the sponsors 
gave the award to 
second-placed _ Richard 
Gough. 

Eight months _ later, 
Liverpool outbid the 
other clubs displaying in- 
terest in Houghton (at 
least ten, according to 


press reports) and landed 
him for $1,600,000. 

Since then, he has 
added yet another di- 
mension to all-conquer- 
ing Liverpool's style of 


play. 
He will be one of the 
leading shock troops 


Charlton will employ in 
his endeavours to obtain 
a surprise or two during 
June’s European 
Championship finals. 

The dynamic midfiel- 
der, who turned 26 on 
January 29, is capable of 
raising more than a few 
thousand eyebrows in 
West Germany and, 
hopefully, will raise a few 
thousand more in Aus- 
tralia next year should 
the Liverpool _ tour 
eventuate. 
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% An amateur cameraman has revealed that a couple 
of serious irregularaties took place during last Janu- 
ary’s European Championship finals draw. Twice, 
eight year old Christian Stielike, who was deputed to 
pick numbered balls from a transparent urn, drew out 
a ball and then promptly put it back again without 


disclosing its number. 


Christian’s father, former West German internatio- 
nal Ule Stielike, complained that the child had been 
inadequately briefed and added he was in a state of 
great distress, having just been informed his brother 


had a terminal illness. 


% Italy appears to have suffered most from the curious 
European Championship draw episode — being 
drawn in the strong Group One and required to meet 
hosts West Germany in the tournament opener, in- 
stead of whichever country whose ball young Christ- 


ian originally produced. 


Italian efforts to raise the matter at UEFA execu- 


tive level have failed. 


* English first division club Charlton Athletic will 
return to The Valley — the ground they vacated two 
years ago, at the start of next season. 

Since they began sharing Selhurst Park with Crystal 
Palace in August, 1986, Athletic’s attendances have 
slumped and plans to build luxury flats at The Valley 
were shelved indefinitely after last October’s share 


market crash. 


%* Kim Wright and Paul Brydon were the two unlucky 
players omitted when New Zealand coach Kevin Fal- 
lon reduced his squad from 20 to 18 before travelling to 
Australia for the Olympic Qualifying Series. Brydon 
is a former Youth international. He is one of three 
bothers who have appeared regularly for Nelson in the 


NZ National League. 


> Napoli’s dreams of repeating last season’s League — 
Cup ‘double’ were shattered when a late goal by Au- 
strian striker Toni Polster gave Torino a 3-2 win at 
Naples in the second leg of their Italian Cup quarter 


final tie and a 4-3 success on a: 


ate. Juventus, 


Sampdoria and Inter Milan are the other semi-final- 


ists. 


%& The Portuguese Federation have awarded Boavista 
a 3-0 win over Vitoria Guimaraes in the first division 
game abandoned last January because of a crowd inva- 
sion. They also fined Guimaraes $4,500 and closed 
their stadium for seven games. 
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